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Social Transformation in different areas of rural parts of the country (s
one of the high-priority areas in India due to its strong relevance in national
economy; active role in pursuance of sustainable development goals; and critical
Importance In impraving quality of life of rural communities

Rural Transformation encompasses a whole gamut of social and economic
refarms along with inclusive and sustainable development, energy security
and affordable access to basic minirmum needs for all. To implement the vision
at ground level, Ministry of Rural Development 15 spearheading # bunch of
programmes and schemes that address issues of concern such as livelihood
cpportunities, employment gereration, skilling of rural youth, developmant
of infrastructure, improvement in public services etc. Consistent efforts have
improved the social and economic indicators of rural population over the
YEars,

Women labour force participation (5 a driver of development, and their
participation rates point to the potenhal for a cauntry to grow more rapidly, The
article titled as Womengreneurs driving transformation tells the readers that
entrepreneurship remains oritical to harness the sconomic potential of women
and stimudating women entreprencurship can also go a long way in bridging
gender gaps and Empowering wamen.

Ayushman Bharat has transformed the health system in an effecnve
manner, The Abhiyan must bécome a game-changer in terms of transforming
the heglth sector for the rural masses i the coming years. The Government
of Indlz has made a stellar move by bringing the private sector on board for
providing affordable healthcara, By leveraging the insurance-based model, it
intends to make private healthcare accessible o all,

Asindiaison its way todevelop 100 5mart cities, the article on Smart Villoges
focuses on availability of broadband connectivity to bring new opportunities
to India’s villages so they can be better conpected with the country’s digita
infrastructure.

I this lsswe, we have carried an article on S ndva AMovement. The article
will hielp the readers [o understand the overall berefits especially on the health
of the movement.

Education |5 3 very crucial component towards transforming lives of rural
masses as it Is fundamental to development and growth. The Government has
brought out holisticeducational programmes such as DIKSHA and SWAYAM that
enhance educational opportunifies for children through digital learning tools
and content

We hope that our readers will be able to get desired informaton out of
these informative articies. Happy reading

Stay Home-5tay Safel
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Major Drivers of Rural Transformation

Dr. Jagdeep Saxena

Rarnl translermatien docompasses o whole gemut of secol ond scenomic reforms eleng with mcluvive ond sustainohle
devainpmant, amergy wecurity ond affordoble ooea 1o basic minimem nasds for all Te implement the vision ot ground leve

Mimitiry of Rural Devn DEMEnt 1% Span haod [ hwanth &f pregrammis and schamas fhol eddroty miues of centom tuch a
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“The progress of the country Nes in the development of [is rurel wiloges, the rural economy, and rurol skills.’

ural fransformation 15 one of the

mgh-priority areas in indla due to (1S

SErong rerevance in natbional eConamy

active role in pursuance of sustainakle
Development Goaly; and critical IMpOrTance in
improving gquality of life of rural communities
[WETIL] BS Sercent Indlany inRasil ng Fufdl aress
face more challenges in life and livelihood as
coxmpared 1o thei Henoe,
Government of India launched a comprehensive
programme  of rural trapsformation with a
wision to transtorm lives and livelinoods thraugh
proactive socio-ecamamic inclusion, integration
and rural peopls.  Rural
translormation encompasse: a8 wholg gamut of
sodlal and economlc reforms 2long with inclusive
and sustainable development, energy securityand
attordable access to basic minimum needs for all
To impilement the vision at grouna tevel, Ministry
af RHural Development | '_-|;h|_'.|r|'|:i_'u_'_l-r'F'_l a Bunch

urban cownterparts

CMpoWErmenT o

and schemes that address issues
of cancern, such as Hyellhood
opporcunities,  employment
generation, skilling of

wiukh, devalapmenl ol

of DGR mme

rural

infrattrurture. maravemsant ln |
public services eic, Conssienl
efforts have Improved the
social ang econormic Indicators
population ower the
years, Indicators on education, |
health, nutrition and provisian
ot basic services (electricity,
wiater, sanitation, roads, etc.)
hawve all registered significant
impravements  thowgh they
still {ag behind urban areas. n

of rural

- Mahatma Gamdin

the cantext al rr|.:¥c|'1d India & self-relam mation,
rural areas are poised to play 3 pivotal role due
tor thelr significant contribution (25-30 percent)
i national GOP The
target to become a five trilllon dollar economy
by 2024-25 alan passes through rural areas,; [n a

|:|-_|rh|.i.-:|.l,.' Iowards Indas

proactive move, Government has revitalised and
repositionad rural transformation onto 3 centre-
stage with multi-pronged snd inchssive approach,
building synergies with stakeholders and provision
of adequate finances,

Livelihood Security: Pathways and Progress

Since Independence, poverty  alleviation
kas always been the primary endeavour of
the Government with emphasis on s
harbhinger of socio-economic transformation in
rural population, Conventionally, poverty or state

NEHE g5

o III-_I|'IrI'-,'|||_I{I-I'| wias defined in terms of Income
peverty, that |s, number or proportion af peoaple
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living belaw the poverty line. But, as per current
international narms, human poverty is more than
income poverty It is now regarded as deprivation
of non-income dimensions of public necessitias like
health and education opportunities that enhance
human capabilities to fead a tolerable life. Hence,
Gavermment made a paradigm shift In its appreach
for tackling rural poverty by  implementing
inmovative schemes and programs that address
poverty in 2 holistic manner. Consequenthy, Indla
made significant progress in reducing multl
dimensional poverty, Oxford Poverty and Human
Cevelopment Initiative In (5 report stated, “India
has made momentous progress in reducing rmulti-
dimensional poverty. The incidence of mult-
dimansional paverty was almost halved batwean
2005-06 and 2015-16, climbing down to 27.5
percent, In the current perspective, a new st of
activities have been [deotified (listed below) to
achieve goal of rural transformation

& Addressing  bazic needs  and  enhancing
provision of and acoess o services as a
precursor Lo improve livelihoods.

Increasing employment opportunities through
labpur-intensive approaches Including green
|obs and development ot rural infrastructure.

Supporting development and use of safe
and environment friendly technologies and
praciices for housing and  infrastructure
development In rural areas.

«  ‘Women smpowerment through access to
credit and new technologies along  with
gender specific capacity bullding and skill
devalopment.

®  Strengthening road connectivity for accessing
essential public service benefits.

# Promoting convergence and developing
synergies  between  various stakeholder
departments, agencies, co-operatives and
institutions for better impacks and scanomic
returns.

&  Supporting tralning and capacity buildieg of
rural communities to effectively implement
dovelopmant programmis,

*  Promofing green energy programs to provide
energy security for livelihood and housohold

needs,

Among  wvarious schemeés of livelihood
security, MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhl National

)

Rural Employment Guaraniee Act] s a Fagship
programme driving rural transformation at ground
fevel, Covering all rural districts of the country,
MGNREGA assures at least 100 days of guarantesd
wage employment in a financial year to every rural
househaold. Since its launch in 2006, the scheme
has undergone a paradigm shift in its approach
during recent years bringing a significant change
in lives of millions of rural Tamilies.

The most tangible effects have beén séepn
under social inclusion, gender parity, social
security and equitable growth, The Act mandates
&l percent of the allocation for agriculturs and
allied activities through development ot |and,
water and tree resources, Individual beneficlaries
have created productive assets such as dugwells,
farm ponds, sheds for animal husbandry, vermi-
compasting and NADEP pits. All these assets are
contributing to rational goat of doubling farmers’
imcome by 2022, Recently, works have besn ro-
ariénted to chapnellse Ipvestments and natural
resource management with greater focus on
water conservation, The Gowvernment of India
has allocated Rs. 73,000 crore {2021-27) for the
scheme, which is an increase of Bs, 11,500 crore
ps compared to Budget Estimate for the previous
financial year (2020-21), The :allocation was
specifically - enhanced o mest the significantly
higher demand of works due fooreverse migration
of workers in rural areas during current pandemlic
Vigrous efforts have resulted im employment of
B.51 crore persons and generation of more than
1309 crare person-days (&5 on 23" July, 2021}
Addimonally, more than 25 lakh assets have been
created in the currant financlal year (2031-22)
5o far In the last five years or so, MGMNREGA has
sipnificantly improved lives of millions af rural
people especially in poorer states like Bihar
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Cdisha
and Littar Pradesh.

In view of their seminal role im wvillage
economy, social and economic empowerment
aof rural women has bBeen takén wp 1o drive
rural tradsformation at ground |evel Deendayasl
Antyodaya “Yojana-Nationat Rural LUwvelihoods
Mission [DAY-NRLM|} was [aunched primarify to
organise rural wamen in self-managed institutions
and build their skills and capatities to enable
them to access finance and livelihood services
The members of [nstitutions [Self-Help Groups

Kurubsbetra I Doiober 2020
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of Women and their federations] are provided
with training and hand-holding to set-up strong
and sustainable instinutions, s & unigue strategy,
Community Resgurce Persons dre identified and
trained from among experiencad members to
further take up capacity building activities in new
institutions. As on 319 March, 2019, more than
2.31 fakh community members have been trained
and deplovedto provide support to the community
institutions in & variety of related activities. The
Mission Is being Implemented in 5, 246 blocks In
G622 districts across-all 29 states and five Union
Territories. Cumulatively, 5,92 crore women have
been mohilised Into more than 52 lakh SHG=,
Further, the SHGs have been federated into 2.95
lakhvillage level federations and more than 27,150
cluster level federations. Since 2014, the Self-Halp
Groups have cumulatively leveraged Rs. 2.24 lakh
crores from banking system that has enabled the
members to invest in thelr economic activities and
soquire productive pssets, DAY-NALM promotes
both farm livelihood and nondfarm livelihoods
mainly in newly emerged promising areas, such
as grganic farming, value chains, processing,
custom hirning centres eic. in agriculivre domain
and tramsport services, apparel manufacturing,
catering units ete. in non-farm sector. in a sub
scheme,  Start-up 'u'i!lage Entreprenewrship
Programme {SVEP], 108 Detailed Project Reports
have bean approved for supporting 1. 76 lakh small
businesses. Sub-scheme is. under implementation
in owar 150 Biocks, 135 districts and 23 states
smail businesses run by women 3HGs have been
able to access opportunities for gowernment
procurements. As on August, 2020, around one
lakh rural enterprises were getting support, of
which 75 percent of the enterprises were owned
and managed by women, A& mid-term review
(September, 2019 of SVEP by Quality Council of
Indla showed that average monthly revenus of
enterprises was Rs. 39,000-Rs, 47 800 In case of
manufacturing; Bs. 41,700 in case of services, and
Rs: 36,000 in case of trading. Success storles of
such enterprises tan be seen across the country
with malor impact on rural livelihoods,

Rural Entreprensurship: Initiatives and Impact

Inrecent times, vigerous efforts are underway
to develog and promote entrepreneurship in rural
areas primarily to engage rural youth for fackling

W CQctobad 2021

Issues such as poverty, unemployment and rural-
urban migration. In this context, creation of Rural
Self Employment Training |nstitutes. (R5ETIs)
at district level proved @ watershed moment,
It's a tripartite programmeé @ngaging Sponsar
Bapks, Ministry of Rural Develapment {Gol) and
State Government with mandated financlal and
infrastructure support for opening the RSETI.
Institutes, in thair respective lead districts, provide
training to rurel youth {age group 18-45 years) to
take upselfemployment/entreprenedrial ventures
Short-term trainings are provided in 64 approved
courses with a long-term hand holding to budding
entrepreneurs. Currently, the programme is being
implemented in 28 States and 7 Union Territories
with 585 functioning RSETIs sponsored by 23
leading banks. A total of 37.81 lakh candidates
have been trained so far and 26,65 lakh candidates
heve been settled for self-employment. Such
enterprises, In turn, have become a potential
source of employment generation in rural areas
for boys and girls allke.

A unigue and especial ASPIRE Scheme, that
is, ‘A Scheme for Promotion of Innavation, Rural
Industries and Entreprensurship’ 15 driving ruml
transformation by supporting small enterprises in
the agriculture industry. Launched in 2015 with a
central corpus of Rs. 200 crare, the schemie aims
to set up a network of technology and Incubation
centres to expedite the wave of entrepreneurship
in rural India. Skill up gradation, hand holding,
mentoring, Incubation &snd credit support are
major verticals along which support is provided to
eliglble entrepreneurs. The Union Budget (20019]
proposad that BO |ivelihood business Incubatars
gnd 20 technology busziness incubators will be
set up In 2019-20 with the aim to develop and
train 75,000 skilled entrepreneurs in agro-rural
indisstries. Being pro-sgricuiture in nature, value
addition of agrieulture and forestry produce,
recycling of agricultural pref/post harvest wastages;
and development of innovative business models
for agri-marketing are some of the priority areas
for business enterprises.

Traditlonal industries and rural ariisans
have been one of the major stake holds in village
economy and rural livelihoods since long. But, this
potential sector could not keep pace with modern
trends and lost its sheen, Therefore, Government

@
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af India launched a special initiative called
‘Scheme of Fund for Begeneration of Traditionral
Industries’ [SFURTI) to support and ofganise rural
artisans Into clusters to make them competitive
and increase their Income, Regular (500 artisans)
and major clusters (more than 500 artisans) are
supported financially for setting up modern
Infrastructure, procurement of neéw machinerles,
creation of raw materal banks, improving design,
packaging and marketing, and skill and capacity
development through training and exposure visits,
A total of 371 clusters engaging nearly 2.18 lakh
rural artisans have been approved for-a funding of
Kz, BBE crore, These clusters are spread over 242
districts covering sectors such as handicrafis, colr,
bamboo, honey, khkadi, food processing and others
Interventions under the scheme are successfully
reviying traditional village industries with socio-
economic uplify of artisans.

A unigues skiliing programme, Deendayal
Upadhyaya-Grameen Kaushlya Yojana (DDU-GKY],
is developing ‘job-ready’ rural youth to provide
services in upcoming rural enterprises, Besides
providing high guality skill training opportunities
to the rural poor, the scheme also supports trained
candidates to secure @ better future. The braining
to the candidates (s frée of cost with free boarding
and lodging facilities, Onge candidate &5 trained
and placed in job, the scheme Eries Lo ensure that
the family has come out of the object poverty. 5o
far (Till luly, 2021), DDU-GKY has trained 10.94
lakh rural youth with placement of over 7.07 {akh
In wvancus enterprises. Currently, the programme
is wnder implementation In 27 states and three
Umnion Territories.

Basic Services: Improving Quality of Life

Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission
[SPMEM] has made strateglc endeavours 1o
Improve the overall guality of life by ensuring
minimum guality service delivery In rural clusters.
The mission is being implemented with the vision
"Aatma Gaon ki, Suvidha Shaher Ki° [soul of the
village, facilities of the city), and to realise €
identified clusters of villages are being developed
In holistie, Integrated and timea-bound manmner.
Government s striving to provide all the basic
amenities, infrastructure as well as ecomomic
development ocpportunities in clusters. Under the
mission, clusters are baing provided with urhan

.

facllitles such as roads, plped water supply, Wwaste
management, smart clasiroomas, agro-processing
and value addition etc. Out of 300 clusters, 206
clusters across 29 states and & Unign Territaries
have been identified for development.

Pradhan Mantri Gram 5adak Yolana [PRWGSY}
is- one of the key driver of transformation in
rural areas due to [t5 wide ranging societal
impagts, Lsupched with the over-all objective
to provide all-weather road connectivity 1o all
eligible wnconnecied rural habitations, It is one
of the most successful programme now renning
in third phase with a cumulative total of ower
s lakh kilometre: road length constructed gl
Bpril, 2019, In s recently launched third phese,
it is proposed fo consclidate 1,25.000 kms road
length in the states. This would facilitate easy and
taster movement to and from gramin sgricutbure
markets, higher secondary schools and hospitals.
According to a World Bank Report [2019], PMGSY
has trigeered a robust increase in employment
rate in rural areas connected by raads. Similarhy,
2 positive impact was sean on schooling, better
remuneration for agncultural preduce, growth of
non-farm sector, easy access to medical facilities
and saving of tme for Gther productive works.
Along with roads, Pradhan Mantrl Awas Yojana-
Gramin [PMAY-G] assures “Housing for AllY by
2022 Under the schema, aligible beneficiaries are
being provided financlal assistance (Rs. 1.20 lakh
in plains and Rs. 1.30 lakh in hilly states) with a
target of construction of 2,95 crore puscca houses
In rural areas.

Accezsibility and affordability are two major
impedimeants in delivery of health services in rural
and remote areas. But, with recent Inltiatives
taken under Mational Rural Health Misston {a sub-
mission of National Health Mission), the scenarla
has transformed: info an accessible, affordable
and guality healthcare system for all. A host of
sefvices related to maternal and child health,
universal immunisation and treatment for major
diseases are provided free to all those who access
public health facilities. Moblle Medical Units and
Telemedicine facilities are also being used to
improve healthcare access in rural areas. A total
of five fakh Ayushman Bharat-Health and Wetlness
centres (HWCs) are being set wp especially in
villages and remote areas by upgrading sub-
centres and Frimary Health Centres closer to

Eurcksherrs Wl Ooober 2021



the homes of people. Owver 77,000 HWCs have
become functional zo tar and are providing a
wide range of healthcare services to rural people
in free. The programme aimi to create 1.5 lakh
HWCs across the country by December, 20232, for
provision of primary healthcare, Besides, a host of
Government sponsored schemes and programmes
are underway to improve healthcare system in
rural and remote areas. Such programmes, |n
addition to-hiezith services, also have employment
generation petential specific to rural areas..

Education s regarded as a catalyst of rural
transformation-as it brings socio-economic change
In familles and society as a whole, However, there

is a discernable gap between the rural and urban
education system for which rural children face
many difficulties. To improve the situation, an
Integrated Scheme for School Education, called
“Samagra Shiksha® was faunched with focus on
improvement in school infrastructure and quality
of education across the country including rursl
areas, Under the scheme, support is provided for
2 wide range of activities and interventions such
a5 school infrastructure, school grant to develop
conductive learning environment, creation of
sports facilities, ICT, digizal inltiatives, leadership
development programme etc. Under erstwhile
*Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan' (till 2017-18} and "Samagra

Rural Entreprensurship: Woman Show tha Way

in recent timet rorel Indio o wethesomg @ onlque transfermatian in women, especially m the disedvantaged ond poor grecps
Brimming with coihdente women re funing swieesshil antarprives by oigualsiag \bamselve: infe tonparalive (mshitivans
entezprizes. DAY-NELM, o Bagship wcheme of Gevermment of Indio, provides fechnicel sugpert, training, handholding end bnandiel
psskstance dutbag inlthal phase; Followlng cate studing (ustrate the point

o  Probhevoth tried her hond s of soend| businesses of ogriculiural implements bat foiled due to strang competition, lack ol experience
uad hnonoal cruach. With DAF-NELM suppar, che than verted o brick unit, Probbo Cemaent Bricks, efter receiving » micrelann of
Ho. 240 |ekh. She ofvn gut o credit support af €4, 11 lokh fram the boak. Her brick enitin Anontpue district of Andhra Prodesh ba:
recpatly cocked atwrnover of Rs. 72 lokh, The enterprise gives employment fo elght persons ond its current prafit s in the range of
Ha. 10,000 te Bs. 17,000 par tipper She is plonning te mtroduce cement rings In eddition to rement bricks

*  Rotno gsed fo work oy 6 comiputar gperater of o low wage bot offer her mateondty sebboficnl-she storfod an paterprise Yeony
Maggum designmg, tnioring oné bl works v Prokesom distio of Andbeo Prodess. BAY-NELM supported Batmn by hociliiating
tnchaionl troning frem thi Notennod Inviitute of Foshion Technalogy (NIFT) ond marketing of praducts eough axhibitions ond
fnwrs. Im nddition bo Incod markets and metro cties, her preducty heve now sarnad o place in oversens morkets wlen, She wot
wvg provided with @ dart-up |oon af 8o 7 Iokh. Her bosimess paw hae o hernoved of mors than R 30 |akh while she eamed
V50 women in the Moggom works, the enferprises elso amploys 20 women

s Gundnmme, o housewife in Anontaparamu, Andheo Pradesh, ansformed herself inte a bisiness womma by setfing op o foad
producer compony with the support of DAY-HELM. With o sinrt-ug leon of R 20 lakh, the annwal tarnaver 5 now over Bs. § bokh
with mero than 20 empleyees, Compony spaoiulises in production al o voriety of sweets that ore sold throagh focal sheps amil
dintribotors. DAT-NELM sepported the aatatprise clavter in dewelaping morke! linkoges omd fastering Ne-ups with marporate
plignix

o Sgnming, on oedinory hoosy groducar from Muzzoforpurn Bikoe increosed prodocien copacty from 40 18 170 bee hoxes with The
supper! ol copliel ishidy of Re 40 000 anhy. This intervention almodt tripled ber ternavet te Bx 2.5 lakh. The success proved
i by maptivation to athar wodmen b jain bor, pad I ultimately led to lormation of sonomsc custar warth By 50 lakh with 271
women aanepreneers. OAY-NELM supperted the acomamic clusier by providing technical and commercial troining for aahancmg
production and qeukity ul honey, 11 resulted ia e redwction of lnpet cost and on increuse in meome due Yo betier peofifstive
plicing.

o  Bhogindhi. gleng with six ather women in Polakked districts of Kerale storfed o smull entesprise nomed ‘Kmme Foods’. With
on gxponsian mlon, they oould gat migoleons ond oedits fram bonks amownting 1o s, 6.5 lokh, The wnil storted production
ol [ood vapplements foe chilibran, mdalescents and pregronl women with axvsured supply to Angamvadic and other government
pigoniselions. With the bnoncel end technicol suppor? from DAY-NELM, the antarprise soon devolopad imto claster with an
onpwd furneved of Re. ome oo
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Groon Energy for Bural Tronsformation

Green emergy or reneweble energy {solor wind, blogos, blomoss, smoll hydro power st i drving secio-ecomamc
trenstormution m rural, remote and difficalt oreos. Yarious remewnble ensigy sources ore providing cleon and affordable
pawar for lighting, cooking, irrigation et OF lete, solor wnergy hiot elso botome o source of additionol income for formers.
Rocently launched PM-KUSUM schame is one of the lergest mitiofive of the world to provide clean energy 1e mare thon
1.5 million formers throsgh solar energy set-up, Schema is ossisting formers to solorise their diesal and grid comnacted
frrigation pemgs. Formers ore technicolly and fnancially ossisted te rovve sslor power plonts ol upto 2 MW copacity on their
borren lomds or under somae seitoble crop tislds: Sale of surplus power to BISCOMS provides regular wed voble additonol
income 1o fermers,

Bogos tethmalogy s by far the mast trusted, populor ond effective renmwohle vooree of emergy for rurol nreos. Biogos
plunty generolly use cottle dung or othar orgomic wactes 1o prodoce biogos thot iv moinly used as o clean foed Tor moaking
ar Fighting im rural hames. Corrastly, nearly 51 lokh biogos plonts are verving rurnl homeas to mitigate drudgary of wamen
with mony othas cociol benatils. Biogas plonte also produce srgenivelly vich “slurry’ thet i used ox bioterilliser in felds,

Government s providing Centrel Finoncial Assistanes for deployment of solor street lights, solar study lomps ond selor
power pocks fo meal out the slectricty ond lighting needs of lncel commumities or individenls in roral oreos. During
T000-21, ever three lokh selor study lamps were distributed 1o school going children in North-Eavtson States and left-wing
Extramism offecded districts. Abaut ane lokh solar sireel lghts were also installed in North-Eastarn and BTl stades ond
Unign Territaries, Yoridus Reseorch ond Development institutions heve dosigned ond Heensed solar deyers for guolity drying
af agiicubturel produce end markon fish. Besides being offordable, solor divers odd money benefits ever conventional open-
ait drying of commedities. Meny rural entrepreneirs ond SHGy ore uting tengwable sources of anergy to meet thar daily

powel (Bquiremeils,

Shikska’{effective from 2018-19), 8 transTormation
has occurred In creation of modern infrastructure
in schools, especially in rural areas, Besides school
buliding and class rooms, especial and desired
facilities wene created such as separate boys and
girls’ toilets, drinking water facility, toilets for
children with special neads, special facilities for
‘Divyang' children etc. Various other facilitating
and supporting schemes are also acting as catalyst
to improve schooling In rural area. Recently
launched Mational Education Policy (2020 has
vision and provisions for Increasing accessibility
of quality education in rural areas, Emphasis on
teaching and learning in regional languages and
placing sparts In main currfculum will go a long
wiay in transforming education In rural and remaote
areas,

Easy accass o clean drinking water has always
been o dream for rural howseholds. 'lal Jeevan
Missian® s striving hard to make this dream a
ground reality by vigorously pursuing (15 goal of
providing clean tapwater ta avery household (6 the
country by 2024. Recently, the mission achieved a
milestone of providing tap water supply to avery
household in one lakh villages across the country,
im @ short period of 23 months. Despite COVID-19
pandemic and lockdown disruptions, the Mission
provided 4.49 crore tap water connections and

®

has also etevated 50,000 Gram Panchayats to "Har
Ghar Jal’ status, Currently, tap water supply has
reached to 7,72 crore (40.77 percent) households:
Cumulatively, 71 districts, 824 blocks, 50,3089 Gram
Panchayats and 1,00,275 villages hawve achieved
thie target of "Har Ghar lal’. Assured water supply
in homes is saving warmen and young girls from
the ald drudgery of bringing drinking water from
long distances with positive impact an health,
education 2nd socin-econaomic conditions.

To achieve sustained and sestainable: rural
transformation, Gowvernment 18 endeavouring
fp make socio-economic development in rural
areas inclusive and holistic. Varlous schemes and
programmies are désigned to break the viclous
cycle of poverty in rural India. Use of 1T and digital
technologies have made the transformation process
fast, transparent and 3 two-way module 1o address
grievances, In addition, the rural citizens ara now
empowered through public Information systems
ahout their various rights and entitlements, Rural
trapsformation 45 ensuring rural India a life with
dignity; respect and "ease af living”

{The outhor i Former Chigfl Editor, Indion
Councl! of Agriculfturag! Research, New Delhi. Email;
fogdespsanena@yohoo.com, Views expressed are
person)
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Womenpreneurs Driving Transformation

Amitabh Kant, Naman Agarwal and Anmol Sehgal

Waimes loboor Force garlic pakian
o graw morn repEly, K

an (iedvw idua| mark in o

@ drivir of devalopmant. and thais participolion roted

dovely linked with bnancel independonce, renhdence end ability 1o drive athers, o5 wall as 1

moind to the petentiel bor o courtry

make

# smienl gnviranment. Enlisprensursiig (RMEING O ticml 80 hemels the Boonome |:-'l-il'-l'-| al wamen

Stimuloling women enfropransership con elve go o leng way in bridging gender gogs ond smpowering women

India iz over 133
REFCENT |_‘:f

he population ol
CRGFRS ind over &f

this population s between the

productive ages of 15-64  vears
Celebrating the demographic dividend, Indig has
awver 43 crore womean population between the
age of 15-64, Despite this, Indiz's growth story
everaged the inmvolvement of women
n the woarkforce India stangs near
the bottom of the ladder in encompassing the

Nas nal

Currenthy

WOmen pariicipalion In the labour force &as T
2019 estimates considering the huge population
{Figure-1). Looking at the absolute number of
10,0508 600 {Figure-2] in workforce
as against 43 crores of working age population,

11.24 erore women are untapped from

WO &R

DPPro

engagement In workioroe

Kurnieshetra B October 2007

The economic gutcomeas al India have shown
a steady rise over the last decade, 2long with a
parallel surge in start-ups and new businesses. Bul
the ambitious and aspining women entreprenedrs
struggle with  less  favoursble conditiong,
pronounced cultural biases and a lack of busingss
resgurces such as tunding, infrastructure, training,
and development. Thit not only alters their
canfidence but also holds back other womean who
would gain strength and support sesing them
outshine and prosper. & society In which ‘women
are unable to realise their full potential loses
aut on the significant poterntizl for innowation,
econamic growth, and job creation

F||r-r-|:-r|"'|'|1'-l..'i':|'||3| remains eritical 18 harmess
potential of women and thus,
goals

e SCOonomic
achleving the sustaimable developrment
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[SDGs] by 2030, The global commitment for
realising the sustainable development goals
[5DGs) by 2050 focuses on poverly, tackling
inequality and injustice, and has =et distinct
targets for ensuring economic empowerment and
the well-being of women. Central to inclusive and
sustainable development, there is an urgent need
to harness the economic potentizl of women and
for the same entréeprensurship remains critical,

In the coming decade, India will have the
largest working-age population in the world
with over 1 billien people. This demographic
dividend, when pooled with an increasingly
gducated population, has the potential o
change India’s economic and social development
trajectory. However, the private and government
sector alone will not be sufficient in penerating
the reguired jobs. Hence, entrepreneurship
ppportunities for women has a vital role in
boosting the economy through Job creaticn But
alse deliver transformational soclial and personal
outcomes for women.

McKinsey's Gender Parity Report 2018
noted that if India is able to address gender
inequality — we could add about §770 Billion to
the GDP which will be equivalent to 18 percent
more than the usual, Achleving this visionary
but realistic goal reguires understanding the
status and barrlers faced by aspiring women
entrepreneurs across the landscape in India.
Along with this; it is important to bring to the
natice of aspiring Innovators, varous recent

government |nitiatlves and efforts to bring
wormen an board in the labour force market,
This article withholds this approach to analyse
the scenario of women entreprencurship and
glso brings out important inspiring case studies
of women who are stepping out in the Industry
to fulfil their aspirations and goals,

Participation of Women in Indian Econamy

Women labour force participation 15 a driver
of development, and their participation rates
point to the potential for a2 country to grow
more rapidly. The Interlinkages between women
labaur force participation and socialfeconomic
development Is much more directly proportional
than described.

Figure 3 explains the trend of fémale labour
force participation since 1950 after an interval
of every 5 years, It s easily deductible that
the participation has. been incessantly flling
from 231.79 percent in 2005 to 2079 percent
in 2019 whereas the world average for women
participation rate in the labour market stood at &
whopping 485 percent In 2018. One interpretation
of @ steady rate between 1990 and 2005 |5 that
women who might have been forced to take the
worst-paid, low-quality jobs because of poverty
have withdrawn from those jobs as their overall
household incomes may have rlsen becauss of
male labour force participation,

Longar term trends have suggested that female
lsbour force particpation

e i rates  in Indie  have

U d Stases —_— Tl been  puizling. Female
l_.-lrhh e ——————— Hﬁ} participaton rates declined
s, crg ! fram 34.1 percert in 1999-

Noopd gy 010 212 percent in 2011-

I —————— 1 T 12. &long with this, there

have been considerable

t:'i'i'" — s - variations betwesn urban
Iy — 13 0 and rural areas. The
Ere — 12 perficipation rate of rural

indeneus 99 d f
— :En;'len er:rezs{t.:i FeHm
Ewrspem Umen P T -3 percent in 10 1o
Cermasy R | 25.3 percent In 2011-12,
Cmnda Ti while the rate increased for
Bangladesh - - 4% urban women from 14.6

: 10 20 2 an i} B0 o 3 Ll

Labois Force Partvtipation Fate (®s]

wreer Indermabionant Lobosr Orgovismiion, JLOSTAT oietrbose

percent to 155 percant
over the same period
Indias raphd wrbanisation

Kurukshetrs @l October 2021
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is yet to ancourage mare women to join the labour
force. Rural jobe have been decreasing and rural
women have not been able to make the transition
to working in urban areas. India ranks 120 among
131 cointries in female labour force participation
rates and rates of gender-based violence remain
ursatisfactorily high.

it is difficult to Iimaging an Inclasive and
sustainable future when half of the population
i not Fully participating in the economy. The
feature that distinguishes India from the world
experiencing a dip i that all of them, excluding
Turkey, started off with high levels of female labour
force participation averaging around 58 percent.

The societal ablipations for the worien are a
majar reason Tor the setback in the participation
rate in the labour force. The cultural norms that
place the primary responsibifity of routine dome stic
tazks, keeps the aspirations and strengths of women
&t bay. According to 2014 OWID data, India’s
female-to-male ratio of time devoted to unpaid
care work stands at- 9,83, which is the third highest
in the world, On lines of these data in 2007-18, 62.1
percent of the women in the age group 15-59 were
imealved in domestic duty participation,

For devieloping countries like India, women's
warkforce. participation & closely linked with
financial independence, confidence and ability 1o

Flgure 2: Labotr force population, femate {15+ age, figuresin thousands) far year 2019

Liniled Kicighiodn — — 5005 2
Mhailan)l  — | TH4
Hussinn Federpgion - s——m—e 500000
Pakistnn  e— 450 S
Mol w305
Bordan - 84D
Jagmiy.  ——— N
ety o— ] ]
larmcl, = |=nlQ
Irtag. ® 419

drive others as well to make an individual mark
in the soclal environment. Entreprenedrship,
seif-employment and smail and micro business
significantly contribute to such job creations
for asplring women in the job market. Evidence
shows that women led enterprises have a
tendency to hire more wamen and hence femate
entrepreneurship creates a multiplier affect in
genegrating employment in the wider community,
Apart from advancing the economic empowerment
of women, entrepreneurship enhances the social
status of women through the ownershlp of assets
and the freedom of decision making. Women's
participation in the entrepreneurial landscape
has multiple benefits, including the latitude that
it provides with respect to earning their own
livalihoods and gaining financial indepandence

The |ndlan gowvernment has  nvested
substantial resources to spark entreprenaurihip
through programs such as the Prime Minister's
Employment Generation Programme [PMEGP],
Entrepréeneurship Skill Development Programmi
[ESDP)andStartupindia. Severalstate governments,
C5R entithes, and civil society organisations are
alsn wundertaking thelr own initiatives, Yet, the
participation of women entrepreneurs in this
egosystem remains minimal, According to the
latest available estimates, of the 582 million
micro, small, and medium enterprises operating
in the country, only
~14 percent or 8.05
million are owned
by women. This is
backed by evidence
as well; India was
ranked 52 out of
57 countries when
it came to Wwomen
EntrEeprenaurs’
abiity to capitalise
on  opportunities
offered by thelr

Tndoicsin  — 4577
bistia ORSEH. 6 local emvirgnments
Ciomomy  e— 014 by the MasterCard
Comuds s 7528 Index in 2018,
Hurglndesly  o— 4114 Stimulating women
Eurnpean Limon 2% 1158059 4 entrepreneurship
G0 200000 AM0000 SO0 SMGED 100000 1200000 400004 3N B0 a long way in
Fopulaton ol women in sbour farce bridging gendergaps
and EMpOWEring

Jowrce: (nternaniond Lobdur Srpondioiion estimores

Kisruksnetra I Cotober 7371
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Challenges Faced by Aspiring Women
Entrepreneurs

The role of women enteeprencurs in
economic development is inevitable. Now-a-days
women enter nat ocnly inselected professions but
inprofessions [Tke trade, industry and engineering.
Women are also willing to take up business and
contribute to the nation's growth. Their role is
also being recognised and steps are being taken
to promole women entrepgreneurship

in the fast decade, there have also been
focused Institutional efforts such as Mahila
e-Haat and Stand-up India to make wWomen an
attive part of the entreprensurial ecosystem of
India by enabling access 1o funds; markets and
mentors, However, deeply entrenched socio-
cultural expectations act as. systemic barriers
leading to less-than-ideal participation from
women gntrepreneurs.

Access to Credit: Additionaily, the risks
associated with  entreprensunal ventures
play a part in holding back aspiring women
entrepreneurs who often have to tackle biased
perceptions while seeking credit. Getting a loan
from a financial institutlon requires adequate
collateral and the gendered differences in asset
ownership and the lack of sufficient savings,
aften disgualify women from receiving credit

Domestic Responsibilities: Far Instance, in
most Indian families, women are still operating
within the framework of pre-assigned gender roles
shouldering the sele responsibility for domestic
chores and care giving for
dependents. OECD reports
thattheaverage indianwoman
spends nearly six hours on A&
unpald work each day with

is starkest in the invesiment space for women
owned enterprises. Women sntreprensurs are
often kesitant to approach investard, W and wher,
women do make investment pliches, investors
have been found to prefer pitches presented by
men as compared to those by women, despite
having Identical content,

information Asymmetry: Another key
challerge |5 the Information asymmetry that
amplifies the lack of access to different resources
and support available to women entreprencurs.
Limited exposure to the world of business
makes women with entrepreneurial ambitions
underming themselves and question thelr abllity
to succeed in the space. This under confidence s
only heightened by the lack of formal training and
consequent inadequate skill sets,

Lack of Role Models: Added to this, is the
dearth of role models, limiting the confidence of
BFPININE Women entreprensurs, making suUCcess
sepm like an unbreakable glass ceiling. Visibility of
successful rele models In the public demain helps
combat sterectypes and trigger change, and this
lacuna can be felt in the Indian ecosystem with the
inhibited development of an "entreprensurial™
spirit ameng young women,

Recogrnition of some of these systemic
roadblocks has led to the Indian gowvernment
launching several injtiatives 1o encourage and
SUPROrT Women éntreprensurs Across the country.
Some of these Include the Startup India vertical
dedicated to women entrepreneurship, National
Skill Development Program’s ‘Enabling Wamen

Flgure 3: Labaur Faree Particlpation Rale, Woamen
(Percentage of gopulatian sges 15+ 6 india

e
!

men contributing Fess than
@ single hour {52 minutes).
With the' management of
the domestic realm falling
on women zlone, the time
and energy required to run
d functioning enterprise is
not always Teasible, making
women skeptical and hesitant
ko enter the space,

Gender

L
b

=

g

Lalwar Face Partripation Raee (84 )
=

ude TR
Biases: The : :

M0 300l 2002 2004

04 l0OE oG IolE ol

undercurrentofgender biases Souros; Internatioae [abaur Organizanon, IESTAT darobase (2021)

(4

Euruksherra @ Doiober 2021


Stamp


Entrepreneurs’ skilling initiative and the special
provision of 3 percent public procurement for
MSMEs owned by women, However, siloed
implementation of these efforts and limited inter-
departmental communication, results in many
potential beneficiaries remaining unaware of
these interventions,

Resoiving ecosystem challenges in @ holistic
manner posits the need for a central hub that
can address the challenges faced by women by
aggregating knowledge and resources across
the entrepreneurial fandscape. However, the
Indian ecosystem lacked such an entityfavenue
of support that could disperse relevant and
accurgte information along with rolling out
programs catered 1o the specilic needs ol women
entreprenaurs.

Role of NITI Aavog to tackle the Gender Bias in
Entreprencurship

Women entrepreneurs must be molded
properly with entrepreneurial traits and skilis
to meet the changes in trends, challenge global
markeis and also be competent enough to sustain
and strive for excelience in the entrepreneurial
arena,

Based on the assessments and anabysis of
the data from the surveys and feedback from the
Women Entrépreneurship Ecosystam, koy aroas
of supporl were identified. These have been
develaped into . six parallel work streams. These
streams are curated in a manner so that the larger
abjectives, namely facilitate collaboration in the
acosystem, address the information asymmetny,
facllitate capacity bullding. programs and create
rate models for the harger ecosyatem, offering
tervices 1o USErs across ||i!| b1y wu-rk siregams:

1. Community and Metworking: To build a
robust hetwork of women enireprensurs o
enable an ecosystém of support, learning,
coltaboration and mentorship by enabling key
partnerships, WEP helps entrepreneurs realize
their aspirations, scale-up Innovation and
chatk-out sustainable, long-term strategies for
their enterprises.

2. Compliance and Tax Assistance: leveraging
knowledpe partners - for resources around
taxation, audit, business licensing and
regulations

Kurikshetra @ Octobes 2021

3. Entrepreneur Skilling and Mentorship:
Imparting essential entreprencutial  and
management skills tostmulate Innovation and
sustainability

4. Funding and Firancial Assistance: Providing
Information on sources of funding, financial
management for launch and expansion of
enterprises

5. Incubation and Acceleration: Connecting
women to  incubation and accelerstion
programs for speeding up the growth of
startups and early stage companies

6. Marketing Assistance: Providing guidance
to help women-led businesses improve their
online and offiine market presence

Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is one such
program initiated by NITI Aayog In the direction
of supporting budding and existing entreprensiirs
in thelr innovation expeditions. AIM s cregting
wibrant ncubators through programs ke Atal
Incubation Centres [AICs) in Ther 1 citles and Atal
Community Innovation Centras (ACIC] in Tier 2/3
cities along with aspirational districts across all
States and UTs in India. The incubation centres not
anly helps the startups in scaling their deas but
provides them holistic growth and understanding.
AlM provides support to these AICs and ACIC: in
creating world-class Incubation facilities agrass
the country with the physical Infrastructiure
ranging from capital equipment and operating
facilities to their incubatee start-ups coupled with
the availability of sectoral experts for mentoring.
Most of the AlCs and ACICs established are sector-
specific in areas such as manufacturing, franspart,
energy, health, education, agriculture, water,
sanltation, Internet of Things, Cyber Secunty,
etc. and promote unprecedented technological
imnavation in these sectors. Many of these startups
supporied are proudly run by women across
states and UTs in Indla. One of the success story
of AIC incubated women led startups is described
below:

K-Momics Techno Solutions Pwt Limited:
K-nomics Techne Solutions Private Limited [ 3
Non-govt company, iIncorporated an 30 Dec, 2013
in Bengalury. The startup has been incubated
at Amritd Technology Business Incubatar Ms.
Kalaivani Chittaranjan is the Managing Director

(15
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glong with Ms. Sasmita Bebortha. Both have
ENOrmoUs sxperience in business management
ard  project  execution, They conceptualised
‘MINTBOOK, an Innovative way to bring learning
résgurces to students with easiest access through
a personalised digital lbrary for learning. The
Company was recognised as an Innovative sofution
by Indo-LUSSTF and presented in TiE-Silicon Valley,
California, USA In 2014, Mintbook was part of
Walmart  COHORT 3.0, Edupreneur 1.0 top 3,
Amrita incubation and Pitchfest Winner in 2019,
Mintbook was-also recognised as Startup of the
Year [Technology) by the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology & MASSCOM, New
oelthi in 2019,

AIM also runs & chalienge-based program
called aral New India Challenge (ANIC) ANIC is
an Initiative almed at supporting Innovators to
create products/solutions based on advanced
iechnoiogies in areas of national importance
and socfal relevance through a grant-based
mechanism, The predetermingd vision of ANIC
is to help deep technology driven products
find markets and buyers fram the context of
commercialisation, Applicants showing capabllity,
intent, and promise to be able to productise
technologies have been awarded grants of upto
INR 1 crore, strictly on a milestone basis. & few
SUCCESS sTOTIes of women entre preneurs EHF‘.‘E‘E'
out through AMIC initiative -hiave been elaborated
bilow:

Bioprime Agrisoultions Pwt Limited; This is
a startup based ot Pune, headed by Dr. Renuka
Karndikar  builds  resillence in crops- agalnst
climate change, insects and pests using targeted
Physiology modulating biomolecules. They have
a unigue solution for the same in terms of Smart
Manomotecules Induced Physiological Response
(SHIPR). SNIFE is a unigue approgch totarget and
modulate these processes at specific points, Their
technalogy ventura hat been supported by Venture
center, Birac, Department of Bictechnology, NITI
Ao, PUSA IARI, RICH Govt of Telangana, They
have also been conferred by wvarlobs prants and
recognitions at other platforms such as FICCH,
CISCO, DPIIT,

Proximal Soilsens Technologles Pvt. Limited:
A startup led by Ms. Rajul Patkar co-created by
professors at 1T Bombay (4 a Mabarashira based

®

*
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enterprise. They work on creating solutions for
improving crop yield through 10T enabled soil
manitoring systems. The startup has indigenously
developed SMART syitem based on microfnano
sensors for early detection of diseases in plants
vizg &l and ML The products use [oT [Internet of
Things) technology to send data to the cloud as
well as a phone application, which = then used by
the farmers, Also, as part of funding given by AlM,
MITI Asyop, they aré revamping the hardware,
adding additional sensors and adding decision
support systems for various crops to add wvalue
to farmers, They have also recelved support from
WiN Feundation, BIRAC, IT Bombay,

Pristech Technologies Pyt Limilted: Ms.
Shampa Chaudhary and her team through her
startup based in Bengaluru, have ventured on to
create faster, safer and greener transit networks
on Quantum Computations and displayed the
same for ANIC compefition. For the same they
partner with cities, enterprises and operators o
drive urban and transportation policles and make
people move on 8 multi-modal transit netwerk.
Currently, they have piloted In 3 citles {Surat,
Kolkata and Pune} and on boarding 4+ clties
(Varanasi, Varodara;, Bhopal and Bhubaneswar]
They have engaged In Mol with MoHUA & several
tities and-strategic partnership with Cisco, L&T,
BEL Foid eic 1o scale rapidiy,

The upcoming women enterprises in the
social sector is not only a confident step towards
bullding a sustainable ecosystem dealing with
prabilems in agriculture, education &tc, but also
a boost for the budding women entreprensurs to
learn-and come forward with their deas,

Conclusion and Way forward

It can be said that today we.are in a befter
position whergin women participation in the feld
of entrépreneurship is increasing at a considerable
rate. At this juncture, effective steps are needed to
provide entreprensurial awareness, orientation and
skill development programs to women, The role of
women entrepreneurs in economic development
is glso being recognised and sieps are being taken
to pramate women entreprensurship. From these
suggeshons It is quite visible that for development
and promotion in the same fleld, there = a need
for -a multi-dimensional approach from different
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stakeholders, namely government, fmancial Though there are several factors contributing
institutions,  NGOs,  academic/non-academlc  to the emergence of women as entreprensurs,
institutions, exlsting women entrepreneurs as well  the ‘sustained and coordinated effort from

as enterprises run by men for a Nexible-integrated 21l dimensions would pava the way for _t_he'
and coordinated specific approach wamen moving into entreprensdrial  activity
thus contributing to the sccial and economic

The principal  factar  In developing  development of the members of the family and
entrepreneurship among women s not in terms of  theraby gaining equality and equal importance for
infrastructure or financial assistance or identifyingan  themseahes.
enterprise but it is a question of clearing the ground (The authors ore Chisf Executive Officer
for their movement into entrepreneurship. For ages 4o Agyog, Email: amitobh, kant@nic.in; Seniar
together they have been confined to & secondary Associate, NIT! Aayog, Email: naman.agrowal @nic.
role and confined 1o the homes and one has ©0  n; gnd Young Professional, Atal innovation Mission,
make them self-reliant, self-respecting enterprising AT/ Aayeq, Email: anmolsehgal.aim@nic.in. Views
peEople, expressed are personaol)

Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
Vishnu Sharma

In 2014, Government of India decided to observe the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
the first Home Minister of Independent India, as the 'Rashtriya Ekta Diwas' (National Unity Day)
on 31" October every year, The day is observed to highlight the efforts made by Sardar Patel for
uniting country.

sardar Paiel was born an 31* October 1875, He was a very successful barrister who then jeined
the Indian Mational Movement for freedom from the British colonialism under Mahatma Gandhi.
Shri Patel grew up to become one of its tallest leaders. He played key leadership roles in organising
peasants’ movemeants in Kheda, Borsad and Bardoli in Gujarat and promoting the Quit India
Movement against the British Raj.

Inaugurating the first National Unity Day at Vijay Chowk in Delhi in 2014, from whare he flagged
off Run for Unity, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi had said that the country’s culture and legacy
Is Unity in Diversity and the citizens of India ought to rise above caste, creed, community and
language and stand for the unity of the country.

Even since then, the National Unity Day is celebrated every year by organising variety of events
invalving people from all walks of [ife. Along with this, various programmes are organised by the
Governmant of India to mark the occasion such as run for unity, pledge taking ceremony march
past by the Indian police. The Run for Unlty is held in all the major cities, district towns and
various places in the rural areas, Youths from the schools, colleges, universities, educational
institutes, National Cadet Corps, National Sarvice Scheme-and other organisations take part in the
FI-FDEF-RI'HI'I'IE'

In 2018, Prime Minister Shri Modi inaugurated the statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai-Patel, named the
Statue of Unity, in Gujarat. It is located on the Narmada River in the Kevadia colony. The statue Is
the world’s tallest statue, approximately 537 feet in height.

Every year the government introduces a theme to mark the occasion, Thie theme for Netional Unity
Bay 2016 was "Integration of Indla™, In 2019, the Unity Day was celebrated with the theme “To bring
the nation together, united in times of strife and rising extremism®. In 2020, the theme was, “Unity
in diversity Is better than unity in simitarithes”.
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Role of Micro Finance and Micro Credit in
Transforming Rural India

Or. G. R. Chintala

Micrehnnsce &5 amerging a5 & tast growmg seddor in Indin. 1§ bos fronstormad lives by momsiraoming rerol wamon and making
them parimuiy in e muilan |JI.i-I|I|I="|_I profeh A mulb uan ul:'ll '.'||;|:|=||l. Iy Al '||q||:I|:d e harioessi i G dema frEpie diwldesid
unlenshing enbreprensuriol spirst oad increasing technological penetration bucked by hnancial livgrary in rerol greas

Give a man a fish, he il eat for o day, Give o woman micre credit, she, her husband, her children and

her extended family will eat for o lifetime.

— Poul David Hewson

[crafinance fifers
to the provision of
fimancial SErvicas
like loans, Insurance,
savings etc. to low-
incame  groups  hke  women,

tarmars, pensioners, etc, who are
often left uncovered by the farmal
financial sectar. Microcredit s a
subset of micrafinance and refers
to small credit facilities extended
far short term, many Times at
low interést rabies to the needy
pEi'.'tp|E whose aarning capacity
Is limited by the fact that they
are unable to offer collateral,
are aften unemployed or have
unsound credit history. The loan enables peaple,
especially rural womean toearn a livelihood, start
thelr business and witimately achiewve financlal
independence thus reducing their dependence on
loan sharks, Thus, microfinance plays a significant
role (n @ country’s sconomy by providing poor
people the ability to fulfil thair basic needs, manage
thalr finances effectively and tzke advantage of
ecanamic aopportunitiss while managing potential
risks,

Microfinance in India

The term ‘Microfinancing’ mn the modern
times has its réots in the 19705 when the Nobal
Laureate Muhammad Yunus founded the Grameen
Bonk of Bangladesh. Closer home, the search fol
delivering financial services 1o the rural poor in a
sustainable manner led 1o two distinct approaches
tor extending microfinance in India, the bank led
approach czalled 5eit Help Group - Bank Linkage
Programme (SHG-BLF) and the Micro Finance
Institution led approach

L

The programme of linking Self Help Groups
[SHGS) e banks wat ftarted on a8 mlot basis

by MABARD in 199192 and since then it is
baing propgagated, promoted and financed by
the datter. The 5elif Help Group mowvement is a
revolutionary Initiative which connects  group
members, many of whom never had a bank
account earlier, to formal financial services In
2 sustainable and scalable marner. Members
are penerdlly from economically homogensous
groups and come together through the process
of self-selection. SHGs have well-defined rules
and bye-faws, hold regular meetings, maintaln
records and keep savings and credit discipline
They are self-mansged institutions characterised

by participatory and  collective  decislon
making
What began as & humble approach of

improving the outreach of the banking system
gnd deepening rural credit has, over the years,
transcended Into g holistic programme  for
buildimg fimancial, social, ecomomic and, of
late, r:-rl'.rmlm.:lu.ul capital im rural India. The
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program has reduced dependence of the rural
poor on informal service providers such as
moneylenders, pawnbrokers and so0 on, who
charge usurious inferest rates including some
physical collateral and often resort to naming
and shaming on delay of payments, Memberchip
of SHGs has enabled economic empowerment of
women through control of resources, political
empowerment through participation In decizion-
making and social empaowerment through
better social standing obtained from better
economic status. Thus, the SHGs have become
the most powerful conduits for incubating and
empowering womaen to move from subsistence
to sustainability. The SHG-BLP has its outreach to
13.87 crore families, providing social, economic
and financial empowerment fo.the rural poor,
especially women, As on 31 March 2021, out
of the 112,23 lakh 5HGs under the S5HG-BLE
51.50 percent were credit finked to banks,
Further, as against the total loans outstanding of
Rs.1,0%,289.71 crore urider SHG -BLP for all banks,
the NPAs are at 4.73 percent.

Sipce 1000, Gowernment of India (Gel)
kas been supporting pramation af the SHGs
by way of special budgetary provision through
‘Swarnsjayantl Gram Swarozgar Yojana' (5GSY)
which was implemented with group mode
of financing for covering all BPL families,
Subsequently, in 2011, it was restructured os
Naticnal Rural Livelihood Mission {MRLM ) to wark
towards achieving universal financial inclusion
of all the poor households which are organized
imte SHGS, MRLM was renamed az DAY-NELM
[Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — Mational Rural
Livelihoeds Mission] wef. 2% March 2016. The
DAY-MRLM has supported nearly 70 fakh SHGs,
with a cumuiative outreach to nearly 7.5 crore
families,

Tha succoss of SHG T
BLF haz alse  attracted
the attention of State
Governments  who, through |

departmerital ititiatives,
undertook major programmes
of SHG promotion. Notable
among the State Government
Initiatives were Andhra Pradesh’s Podupu Lakshmi
and Indira Xranthi Patham. progromme, Jeevika
Project of Bikar, Mahalir Thittam in Tamil Madu,
Kudumbathree in Kerala and TRIPTI/ Mission
Lthaktl projects in Odisha,

Coming to the Micro Finance [nstitutions
led approach which emerged in India in the late
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1980s, in response to the gap (n avallability of
banking service for the unserved and underserved
rural population, these nstitutions Tollow &
variety of credit methodologies. Many of them
were inspired by the Gramean Bank in Bangladesh
and the innovations taking place In Latin America.
Voluntery agencies and Non-Governmental
Organisations: [NGOs) undertook financial
intermediation as & part of larger social good.
Many NGDs have also helped 5HGs to organise
themselves into Federations and these federations
were  performing  non-fimancial functions ke
capacity building activities, promaotion of SHGs,
facilitating training of SHGs as well as undertaking
internal audit. In the inltal years of setting up of
MFis in theirr NGO-MFI form, NABARD assisted
them with grant support and Revolving Fund
Assistance [RFA), Later, NABARD helped & numbaer
of MFls with guasi-equity and subordinated dakbt
mstruments from Micro Finance Dewvslopment
and Equity Fund {MFDEF). Compared 1o 2015-20
(141 lemders), there were 209 MF lenders during
2020-21 which included 87 NBFC-MFis, 58 NBFCs,
39 Mon-profit MFIs, 17 Banks and 8 5FBs, The total
industry loan outstanding as on 31 March 2021 |
estimated at Rs, 2,47,839 crore with 1,028 lakh
active borrowers. The microfinance customers,
however, are facing challenges in terms of adverse
impact on their businesses, loss of jobs, reverse
migration tovillages and lack of new opportunities
due to COVIDevid-19 which in turn Bas impacted
the microcredit lending business and recéveries as
well, To cater to the growing needs of the clients,
the MFisectar aims to further deepan its outreach
for praviding sustainable financial services to the
poor and vulnerable families pan India

initiatives of NABARD for the Microfinance
Sector

The 5HG-BLP which emerged as a powerful
force facilitating women empowerment, financial
service delivery and poverty alleviation has
been sirengthensd by the various interventions
Initiated by NABARLD,

MABARD provides prant support to partner
agencies like NGOs, Federations of SHGs, CBs,
REBs; MGOD-MFls, CCBs, PACS, Farmers’ Clubs,
Individual Rural WYoluntesrs [IRVS), &fc.  for
promotion, nurturing and credit linkage of SHGE
with the banks. Catalysed by the grant support
and the commitied efforts of 2elf Help promoting
Institutions, a spectacular 112.23 lakh SHGY ware
savings linked to banks as on 3lst March 2021
Cumulatively the grant suppoart sanctioned s
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to the tune of Rs. 4263%.85 lakh, out of which
Rs. 17123.45 lakh has been released a@s on 31
March Z021. Funding for the SHPIs/Agencies
was done from the “Financial Inclusion Fund’ to
support initiatives that are focused on mentoring,
handholding and ensuring financial literacy

Another inifigtive s the Scheme for
promation of Women 5HGs, which is a targeted
scheme implemented by NABARD in association
with the Govt, of India, for promaotion and
financing of Women 5elf Help Groups in 150
idertified backward and Left Wing Extremism
[LWE] affected districts of the country. Besides
achieving a commendable target of savings linkage
of 2.11 lakh WS5HGs and credit linkage of 1.29 lakh
WS5HGs, suppart has also been extended for newly
introduced activities like Gram-Dukan, funding of
impact assessment studies, films, exposure visits,
publications, exhibitions, melas, promotion of tie-
ups for marketing, etc.

Further, under itz LS promotion support
imitiative, MABARD extends grant support for
formation and nurturing of ILGs to Banks and other
ILG promating institutions. For strengthening
ILG tinancing, NABARD also extends {a) financial
suppart for awareness creation and capacity
bullding to all stakeholders of the programme
and (b) Refinance support ta those banks which
flnance ILGs. The cumulstive number of ILGs
promoted as-on 31 March 2021 is 133.83 |akhs,
depicting a net growth of 45 percent over 2019-
20, With a view to glve a filllp to the Government
of India's programme of doubling of farmers”
income by 2022, in consultation with NABARD,
share of financing to the SF/MF/ftenant farmers
has been developed as one of the benchmarks for
maonitoring the flow of credit to this segment by
R8I, Interms of non-financial support intervention,
NABARD has béen organising training programmes
and exposure visits to successful JILGs,

MABARD, while promoting MNABFINSG, its
subsidiary exclusively for microcredit, had
envisaged that the latter shall ewvoive into a
Model Microfinance Imstitution to set standards
of governance among the MFls, operate with
exemplary levels of trepsparency and operate
at reasonable/moderate rates of interest. In this
endeavour, a pilot project has béen sanctioned to
NABFINS as JLGPI for promotion and self-financing/
direct credit linkage of ILGS In 5 states.

in addition to this, NABARD tries to
supplement [ts micrafinance Initlatives with 5HG
based livelihood intervention: recognising their

@

importance in holistic financial inclusion and
poverty alleviatlan, Thus In order to stimulate
micro entrepreneurship movement in rural India,
Micra Entrepreneurship: Development Program
({MEDRF) was faunched in 2006 to provide grant
assistance for skill upgradation through training
in both farm and non-farm activities. Cumulatively
522 |akh SHG members have received training
through 18,434 MEDP: with total grant support of
Bs. 3509 59 |lakk as on 31 March, 2021, Further,
MNABARD also operationalized MEDPs on NABSKILL
portal In July 2019 te bring in speed and efficiency
and ease of application processing.

Bullding on the success of MEDP, Livelihood
and Entrepreneurship Development Programme
(LEDP] was launched in 2015 which envisaged
conduct of livelihood promotion In both farm and
off-farm activities under project mode in clusters
dround contlguous villages, with a provision for
intensive training for skill bullding, refresher
training, backward-forward linkages, handhalding
and escort support for credit linkage. The foous
was also on value chain support and promaotion
and working closely to offer end-to-end solutions
to the SHG membears, Ason 31 March 2021, 136098
SHG members bave been supporied through 1284
LEDPs with grant sanction of Rs, 6332.82 lakhs
from NABARD. A recent example of innovation
ynder LEDP through NABFOUNDATION is the pan
India project "My Pad My Right" where the SHG
members are tralned in basic. hygleme, running
machines and marketing as a complete livelihood-
bazed activity. This project aims to ensure sccess
to affordable menstrual pads to fural women
along with increased awareness in the community
and adoplion of sustainahble menstrual waste
management practices.

Further, NABARD provides soupport faor
training and capacity bullding to microfinance
clients like bankers, MNG&EDs, government
officials, SHGs, SHG Federations and trainers,
Curmuilatively, 42,17 fakh participants under FIF
and 3.70 |lakh participants under WSHG have
been imparted training till 31" March, 2021, thus
supporting the creation of a strong, highly skilled
and experienced team for implementation of the
microfinance programmes.

In line with Government of India’s "Digital
India” mission, EShakti, a pilot project for
digitisation of 5HGs was launched by NABARD

in the year 2015 in two districts Ramgarh
yharkhand) and Dhule |(Maharashtra). It aims
at digitisation of data of gll 5HGs tor enhancing
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the ease of doing business, The project captures
Information an the existing SHG: as well a5 all
financlal tronsactions taking ploce within the
group ard with banks on = real time basis. The
database thus gemerated, provides reliable and
up 1o date information on 5HGs and [ts members
to banks and other stakehelders; enabling them
tx lake credit decislons. As on 31 March 2021,
project EShzkli |s being implemented inm 281
districts in the country and covers 17.33 |akh
SHGs. Digitisation addresses istues like guality
of book keeping, multiple membership of SHG
members, dneven credit history and provides
online grading repart of any SHG based on its
financial and non-financial records.

Another initiative in deepening microfinance
is the Centre for Research on Financial Inclusion
and microfinance [CRFIM}, which was =8t up in
BiIRD in 2008 and takes up research sctivities in
the field of Microfinance and financial inclusion
with an aim ta faclitate policy inftiatives and
continuowus improvement in design and delivery
systam in the said space.

NABARD has been extending 95 percent
Refinance to banks ftowards their lending to
SHGs, JLGs, Rytha Mitra Groups and MFl= to
supplement their resources and boost  their
bank credit availability. As on 31 Mareh, 2021,
cumulztive disbursement of refinance by NARARD
for SHG lending stood af Rs 90,821.81 crofe;
Further NABARD supports MFl by way of Long
Term Refinance since FY, 20014-15. NABARD also
implements the [Interest Subvention Schéme
for ‘Women 5SHGs under the DAY-MRLM for
Begienal Rural Banks (RRBs) and Cooperative
Banks In Category | districts. Further, as a part of
collaboration between MABARD and DAY-NRLM,
regicnal offices of NABARD are coordimating
With the concerned SRLM to dchlieve the goal of
traiming of all rural bank managers. State level
sensitisation pregrammes on SHG-BLP for senlor
bank executives have aiso been arganised in
coordination with SRLMs with the averall ohjective
of Increasing credit linkspes. Many SREMS have
dlse been roped in as iImplementing agencies for
EShakti in seweral states,

During the COVID-1% pandemic, NABARD has
taken up some specidl inltiatives to support $HG
members both In terms of health advisory and
promotion of livellhood support activities, These
include usage of EShakti portal for sending heaith
atvisory 5SM5 to 40 lakh 5HG members, helping
SHGs in making face maskshand sanitizers/
FPE kits, distributing essential items/ grocery

Kurukshetrs Il Cctober 2021

kits/vegetable hamper, setting up of grain bank,
running awareéness drive, etc. Further, keeping
in view the labourers’ reverse migration to rural
areas;, allocations wnder MEDPS, LEDPs and
Capacity Building were also incraased substantially
o provide adequate skill set far employment In
rural areas, For FY 2020-21, in comparison to the
previous year, the number of MEDPS were tripled
and LEDPs doubled to augment skilis of rural folks
for enhanced employment.

Challenges and the Way Ahead

With the success of NABARD supporged SHG
bank linkage programme, progress made by DAaY-
MALM in forming and supporting SHGS and with
the rote of MFls, the country now has a comulative
outreach of over 138 million poor families under
the SHG programme, The noxt logical step it to
consolidate this gain in terms of social capital and
initizte actions to develop a zelf-reliant zector
contributing to the country’s economic growth In
the coming years, However, in order to achieve
this, it is pertinent to understand and address the
major challenges that the sector is facing.

The credit abzorption capacity of SHGs and
the avallability of per member credit remains
quite low, posing challenges in their graduating
tewards  enterprise or substaptial  Income
generating activities. Furthor, the pandemic
zglso had ramifications for livelihood based skill
trainings of SHGs. Due to the lockdown -and
restrictions on public gatherings, the capacity
bullding programmes for SHGs were adversely
impacted, It has also been noted that .along
with backward linkages ‘such as: Imparting
skill, arranging for proper forward linkages,
specifically market linkages for sale of products
and adequate handholding and continuous
guidance is paramount for graduating from a SHE
to & successful enterprise.

Thers are also regional imbalances in the
growth of the microfinance sector with Southern
States having 36 percent share 0 totsl bank
linkages while Morthern and ME regions lagging
behind with anly 5.4 percentand 5.6 percent bank
linkages respectively, Thus special focus needs to
bedent to nurturing SHS BLF in the regions falling
behind. The pandeémic has not only dndedined
the need for assessing the level of résifience In
SHG BLP and preparedness Lo adapt in the wake
of black swan events but also highlighied the
impartance of adopting technology based solutions
for furthering the egends of microfinance. These
aspects will have to be pursted further, Besides
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with multiple nstitutional players such as SFHs,
MELM, SIDE, MUDEA and others-operating in the
micrafinance field, the programme architecture
must be revisited for better alignment of ohjectives
and forging strategic partnerships

To conclude, there is a need for Increasing
the average loan per group in SHG-BLP o 35
tz enable them to graduate and becoma micro
entrepreneurs deploying more capital, using
better technology and operate sans seasonal
fluctuations. Crestion of a directory of 5HG

Mobile) can be a game changer in microfinance
penetration. In this light, adoption of EShakg
portal by banks by way of linkage with their
CBS and partnering with Fintech agencies; has
the potential of manifold increasing of credit
outreach and easy availlability of digital banking
to SHGE, Various Institutions ke NABARD, SIDEBI,
MUDRA etc. work closely amd align initiatives to
the DAY-NRELM. This could be gnhanced by more
fimancial institutions proactively and effectively
using the large 5HG customer base to resch
out te the poor and vulperable sections. Only

products which documents the skillset of the
groups would Further facilitate marketability
of the SHG products, Special emphasis through
focuszed capacity bullding should be given to

with collaborative efforts by all the players; the
unsarved and under served in rural and remaote
regions can be gfficiently and effectively served,

underserved states/districts in Central, Eastern References
and Morth-Eastern Regions, as underlined in the g 3 ]

ST f fi india: 2020-21
latest priority sector guidelines by FBI, Looking ’ [Hé::;ﬂ.;:l MANCPINRC: 0. lnck .

at the big picture, financial literacy through the
use of technology and financial inclusian through
the uze of JAM trinity (e lan Dhan, Aadhar and

{The owthor (s Cholrmon, NABARD Email
cod@nabard. org, Views expressed are gersonai)

Soavited fom pig 1T

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat

Frime Minister Shri Narendra Modi announced the 'tk Bharat Shreshtha Bharat programme’ an
41" October 2015% on the occasion of the 140" birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel. The
programme aims to enhance interaction and promote mutual understanding between people of
different states/UTs through the concept of state/UT pairing. The states carry out activities to
promote a sustained and structured cultural connect in the areas of language learning, culture,
traditions and music, tourism and cuisine; sports and sharing of best practices.

It is to be noticed that India is & unigue nation and its fabric has been woven by diverse linguistic,
cultural and religious threads that are held together Into a composite national Identity which consists
of its variows cultural and shared history of our freedom struggle against the British colonialism. The
spirit of mutual understanding amidst a shared history has enabled a special unity In diversity, which
stands out as a tall flame of natlonhood that needs to be nourished and cherished into the future.

&l States and UTs are coveérod under the programme. The 5tates and UTs are palred at national level
The State/UT level pairings are utilised for state level activities, District level pairings are indepeandent
of the State level pairings. The activity is very useful to link various states and districts in annual
programmes that further-connect people through éxchanges in areas of culture, tourism, language,
education trade etc.

Broadly, the objectives af the initiative are! to celebrate the Unity in Diversity of cur naticn and to
maintain and strengthen the fabric of traditionally edisting emotional bonds. between the peaple of
cur country, o promote the spirit of national integration through a deep and structured engagement
bBetween all indian states and union territories thraugh a year-long planned engagement between states,
to showcase the rich heritage and culture; customs and traditions of elther staté far enabling people to
understand and appreciate the diversity that Is India, thus fostering a sense of common identity, to
establizh lang-tarm engagements, and to create an environment which promotes learning between states
by sharing best practioes and experience.

[The author is Delhi based senior journalist. Views expressed are personal)
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Ayushman Bharat-Transforming Health

Manjula Wadhwa

Ay ushmnn Bhoral will betome o gome-chonger lor Bhe maises (B 16e coming yeors, |1 will imgrove [edso’s ranks i lwmon
develogmnnl indicotory, Witk the robost orchitecrure and prempd rofloos of the PM-IAY, umivercol Bealihooes i likaly fo hecoms

in @lardakle draam for all

evelopment of the health
sector from primary up o
the terbary secior in an
economy Eriggers 8 serigs
of  socio-gcomomic  developmental
milestone: - diseasa birden reduces,
health  outcomes  improve,  out-of

pocket health expenditure comes down,
poverty rates decling, As a matter of Fact,
the investment in healthcare initiates &
doming effect in the development of an
ecaonomn. Good heaith and adequate
putrition are the best indicators of the
owerall well-being of population and
hurman resources |:||_".'|;'3||:_‘:-|::||'|'|[-n1.I witkch
also form an important companent of
human capability. Despite the passage
of 74 years of independence, Rural
India lags behind urban India in several
indicators:  Infant  Maortality Rate, Partentags
of Anaemic Population, Various Health indicators and
fcoess to Basic Services, The 719 mound of Mational
Sample Survey Organisation reveals that staggering
85.9 percent of the rural Indian households do not
have access to any health careinsurance or assurance
Studies reveal that between 2004 and 2014, the
average medlcal expenditure per hospitalisation for
urban and rural patients has risen steeply by 176
percent and 160 percent respectvely. Thus, the
tnck of financial health protection, especially for the
poor 2nd vulnerable sections of rural India, creates &
burden of health expenditure for them.

Meanwhile, rising private. healthcare costs
have made their services virtually unaffordable for
the comman man. In the light of these challenges,
the Government of India has made a3 stellar
move by bringing the private sector on board For
providing affordable healthcare. By leveraging the
insurance-based model, it Intends to make private
healthcare accessible to all, In no way does it leave
healthcare for the masses to be monopolised by
the unaffordable private health sector. Bather, i

Eurukshetra B Cetobor 2031

has strategically ensured universal access to the
miulti-speciality health infrastructure and facilites
throwgh the empanslment of private hospitaks under
the seheme. The Central ponarnmeant with prirary
objective. of, "Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas", launched
Avushman Bharat in 2018 a5 recommaonded by the
Mational Health Palicy 2017, to achieve the vision-of
universal health coverage. This inifiative has been
designed to meet Sustainable Development Goals
{50as) and 1ts underlining commitment, s 1o "leave
noore bekind.” Thelaunch of PM-Jan Aaregya Yolana
is India’s ticket to entering the league of universal
healthcare (UWHC) providing nations like Uk, Thatland,
Arazil and Sn Lanka. It 5 an aftempt to move from
soctoral and segmented approach of health service
delivery to a2 comprehensive need-based health
care service. This scheme aims to undertake path
breaking interventions to holistically address the
healthcare system (covering prevention, promotion
and ambulatory care] at the primary, secondary
and tertiary bevel, in 20152016, the overall health
expenditure in India was just 3.8 percent of the total
gross domestic product (GDFR), and the governmeant’s
cantribution ta it was nearly 1,18 percant of GOP Fare
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this colossal programme, the governmeant has 5o far
allocated 100 billion rupees {almost US51.5 billion)
for 2018-2019, 2019-2020 and 2020-21. This means
that a beneficiary will be allowed 1o toke cashiess
benefits from any public or empanelled private
haspital across the country, State health authorites
will lead the implementation of the AB-PMIAY, and
thay are free to continue toprovide existing programs
alongside the national program or Integrate them
with the new scheme. States will also be able to
choose thelr own operating model to either use the
expenditure 1o pay A private insurance provider to
cover services or provide services directly (as alectod
by Chandigarh and Andhra Pradesh, for exampla), or
a mix of the two {85 in Gujarat and Tamil Nadu), A
pilat of the program, invelving only public hospitals
jnitially, was launched In Acgust 2018 across 110
districts in 14 states and union tervitorles, with a
large number of private hospltaks having since been
empanefled under tha programme,

Ayushman Bharat adopts 3 confinuum of
care approach, comprising of two inter-related
components:.

1. Establishment of Health and Wellness
Centras - The frst component, pertains 1o
creation of 150,000 Heaith and Weliness
Centres which will bring hezslth care closer
to the homes of the people. Thése centres
will provide Comprehensive Primary Health
Care {CPHC), covering both maternal and
child health services and non-communicable
diseases, including free essential drugs and
diagnostic services. Here, the emphasis of
heaith promotion and prévention is designed
to bring focus on keeping people healthy by
engaging and empowering individuals and
communities 10 choose healthy behaviours
and make changes that reduce the risk of
developing chranic diseases and morbidities.

2. Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana - Thit |s
another significant step towards achiovement
af Universal Health Coverage and Sustainable
Development Goal- 3 (SDE3). PM-JAY iz the
largest health assurance scheme In the world
which aims at providing a health cover of Rs
& lakh per family per year for secondary and
tertiary care hospitalisation to over 10.74 crore
poar and vulnerable familles (approzimately
50 crore beneficiaries) that form the bottom
40 percent of Indian populstion. The 10 crore

families comprise § crore in rural areas:and
4.33 crore in wrban areas. The households
included are based on the deprivation and
occcupational criteris of Socio-Economic Caste
Census 2011 (S5ECC 2011). Earlier known as
the Mattonal Heslth Protection Scheme [NHES)
before ‘being rechristened, it subsumed the
then existing Rashtriva Swasthya Bima Yojana
[RSBY) which had been launched in 2008, The
coverage mentioned under PM-JAY, therefore,
also Includes families that were covered in R5BY
but are not present in the SECC 2011 database
Pp-JAY is fully funded by the Government and
cost of implementation & shared between
the Central and Stele Governments, For eight
states of the Morth East and the Himalayan
states, the sharing is 90:10, for other states, It
it BO-40, For union territories with a legislature
and for those without a leglslature, the sharing
patterns are 50:40 and 10000 respectively,

Now, let us deliberate over the key benefits of
the pragramme.

One of the biggest advantages of the program
is higher sum Insured. Most of the schemes like
the Rashtriva Swasthya Bima Yojana (ESBY] or the
various other state sponsored schemes provided
coverage between Rs 30,000- 3 lakh, Whereas
Ayushman Bharat provides Rs 5 lakh coverage
on & family floater basis at no cost to the insured
citizen. Secondly, there is no capon the number of
family members wha are covered, this was earlier
subject to o maximum af & family members. Also,
there is no-discrimination on the basis of gender,
caste; creed or physical ability of the person
which aims to make this scheme totally inclushee.
Pre-gxisting diseases are covergd from the day of
enrolment which 15 a huge advantage for Insured
citfzens,  Ayushman Bharat s an entitled-based
scheme for the socio-economic bottom layer of
the rural society. Hence, the pramium is Shared
by the Central and Siate Gowvernments at mo cost
to the insured beneficiary, Further, as a secondary
and tertiary care cover, this program covers all
aspects of in-patient treatment including pre/post
hospitalisation, medical consultation, diagnostics,
medicing and supplies, accommodation etc,
Clut-patient treatment coverage is, however, not
covered under this plan, A wide network of 23,000
hospitals; both public and private, empanelled
under this scheme makes healthcare accessible 1o
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peopie even inthe remotest parts of the country.
Coverage for COWVID-19 treatments s also now
part of the Ayushman Bharat scheme. The pan-
India coverdge of the program makes it convenient
for migrant labourers and people involved in
trades that require constant movement, to avail
healthcare anywhere in India, Because of more
than 1400 treatments covered under it, it ensures
that patients can get treated for a large number of
dismases which have unique treatment procedures,
There is also a possibility of choice between the
old and the cutting edge method. It allows the
beneficiaries to avail free services from eithar public
ar an empaneiled private hospital, All pre-existing
diseases are also covered, and the hospltals are not
allowed to charge any fees. The coverage includes
3 davs of pre-hospitalisation and 15 days of post-
hospitalisation expenseas also.

Az owe all know, the grass of every pasture is
not all green, Governance and Stewardship of the
Program is A big chailenge: Factually, the progress
towards UHC must be seen in light of the severe
challenges facing the Indian systém, The extent
and distribution of health facilities for secondary
and tertlary care level in public as well private
sectors are highly uneven, According to a recent
study, the number of private hospitals in health
insurance network in Bihar has 253, whereas in
contrast, Maharazshtra has »3000 private hospitais
in the network. Binar and Maharashtra contribute
to 104 percent and B percent of total beneficiaries
of PMUAY, respectively, More Importantly, around
65 percent of the private hospitais in the country
have strengths of 11-30 tatal beds, which can
sipnificantly fimit their ability to function as a
tertiary care center, The country s beset with
deficienclies In the resources. available to fund
healthcare, the skilled workforce and infrastructure
available to provide .care, and owversight of
healthcare provision, Private providers have
become the dominant provider of care in India,
and thus UHC |5 unlikely to be achieved without
engagement with this sector. The profit motive
that drivies the behaviour of these providers,
however, has led to concerns that services may
be encouraped to sometimes acl dgainst the
public interast, Regulation and oversight of these
providers inour country is often poor. The private
providers more frequently deviate from evidence-
Based practice, have poorer patient outcomes,
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and are more |kely to provide unnecessary testing
and treatment and the data that do exist from
India have mirrored these findings. At the same
time, public providers in India have been shown
to face significant governance challenges as well,
with services shown to be rife with absentesism,
of poor guality, and nenexistent in many areas of
care. Corruption at all levels of the system from
dactor training to investment decisions remains 3
mapor lssue,

Another much-lauded feature of PMIAY |s
the partability of benefits across states. However,
due to the uneven distribution of health Facilities
across states, this feature of the scheme cam
significantly complicate the future development
of health-care infrastructure and health systems
The relatively better treatment facilities available In
better-performing states of the country are likely to
attract more patients from ztates with inadeguate
facllities. This may result In two posslble scenarics
In the first scenaria, the health facilities in better
performing states may not be able to cope up with
increazed load of patients, and guality of services
get compromised. In the second scenarla, if the
health system I the bBetter-performing states s
able to cope up with increased service demand,
then it wiil lead to the transfer of funds spent
on the scheme from poor-performing states to
the better-performing states. In the lopg run, the
health infrastructure in the better-performing
states will get further bopst utillsing resources
from the poor-performing states, thus widening
the inequity between states. In both the cases, the
poor-performing states wilk end up having limited
capacity for infrastructure development and overall
hezlth system strengthening.

Engaging with the private settor in near
complete absence of regulation and "loissez-faire”
health-care markiet is another stgnificant chalienge
The -Clinical Establishment Act, 2010 with the
mandate to register and regulate health facilities
has Tatled miserably in regulating the private sector
in fen-states and Union Territories, wherg it was
implemented. Other states have diverse form of
regulatory policies with variable outcomes, The
abzence of stendard treatment guidetines {STGs)
and pratocel and evidence of irrational practices can
be one more important bottleneck, In the absence
of robust regulation and 5TGs, the cost of care and
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overall budget for the scheme may rise steeply in
dise course of Tme.

The ameount sllocated to PMIAY in bwo
subsequent annual budgets (2018-2019 and 2015-
2020| is also proportionately much lower to cover
the targeted 40 percent of the population of the
country. Amund Rs, 3200 crore was allocated
for the scheme in the 1" year and Rs. 6400 crore
in the subsequent year. Even if only 5 percent of
the beneficiary families ciaim 20 percent of the
insurance amount [le. As5 lakh] which they are
entitled to, the estimated expenses would be R,
50,000 crore per annum, without accounting for
Ehe running cost of the schems,

ineffect; the Policy interventicns to lead India
towards UHC need to bactor inthe above difficulties
and make tangible |nroads inlo overcoming
them, Mormally, the institutional inefficiencies
commaen in health systems, are often difficult to
change once embedded because change often
creates winners and losers. The sire and scope
of the announced program, however, presents
something of an opporiunity o overcome some of
this fragmentation and set Indla onto an optimal
path to UHC if it i3 able to constructively work
to overcome these challenges. Fundamental to
doing so, Wil be ensuring appropriais governance
and quality of the healthcare provided especizlly
to the rural population, As new services. are
provided and coveérsge increased, successful
Implemeantation requires a parallel concerted
push towards guality assurance, appropriate
povarnance, #nd appropriate referral pathways
in both public and private healthcare providers.
Given the importance of private providers in India,
there is a need to strengthen the stewardship
function of the government to monitor the
provisian of care from these providers, This could
oocur in & number of ways, such as through the
devalopment of robust referral pathways for
patients, quality audlt of providers, incentives
to improve the efficiency end quality of cars,
strategle purchasing and a general strengthening
of the capacity of the public sector to effectively
contract with and reguiate the private sector.

Apparertly, it seams that PMIAY can potentially
reduce the Incidence of catastrophic health
expenditure for the downtrodden households
githough Its impact on reducing the Cut of podket
expenses (OOPE] seems to be very limited owing
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to the fact that curréntly 60 percent af OOPE s
incurred on outpatient cane, which % not included
in the schema, PMIAY can probably be halpful for
chronically ill patients from lower socio-economic
strata requiring freguent haspitalisation or expensive
procedures such as dialysis. It can alsoincentivise the
existing secopdary and terbary care public health
facilites by imfusing more insurance ciaim money. In
the long run, of course, this scheme has the potential
to enable the growth of the private sector in second
and third Her cities, thus giving the rural indian mors
choices.

Conclusion

Ac om 17 Aupost 2027, around 16.50 crore
baneficiaries have bean identified and [zsued
Ayushman e-cards, Since launch of the scheme till
date, over 2 crore hospital admissions estimated
to be warth more than As 25,000 crore have been
authorited acrosz the country. On an average,
approwimately 2B beneficiaries are verified per
minute and atleast 20 pre-authorisations take
place per minute under the scheme, The results
definitely testity affectiveness of this scheme. For
a scheme of the nature ot Ayushman Bharat, the
responsibilities of the povernment further expand
to include putting In place complex regulatory
framework Tor the private sector, estabifshing
ombudsman to protect the rights of the peaple vis-
a-wis the health Insurance providers and the
preparedness of the system to deal with challenges
as they arise. Thus, whilst these weaknesses pose
a threat to the ability of proposed reforms to
meet their ambitious objectives, by providing the
impetus for systemic reform, AB-PMIAY presents
the nation with a chance to tackle long-term-and
embedded shortcomings 0 governance, quakity
control, and stewardship,

To dedute, AB-PMIAY has a wery crifical
role ta play in the social transfarmation of tha
rural masses especially, during COVID-19 times.
Al efforts must be stepped up to ensure that
all essential and non-essentlal hospitallsation
care is provided both through public and private
empanelied hospitals under AB-PMIAY in
convergence with primary care provision through
the public health infrastructure.

(The outhor B AGM, MNABARD, Chondigorh.
Email; manjula jeipur@gmall com. Wews expressed
ore persongl)
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AMNt Mahotsav

Smart Villages: Towards Information Superhighway

Balendu Sharma Dadhich

Wvmilahility of brondband cenpedtivity Is sudely bringing new cpportunifies te Indio 5 willoges os they will be befler coanecisd

with the ceomfry + dmital infrostreciere. The governmant balseses the prolifemotion of broodbosd im rorol areas will brdga

{he rurol-erboe divide of digitol ocoess ond socelerate the arhievement ol Digitol Indio. The penatration end prolileralion of
broodhand is olso axpeciod fo iscrense dired and indirect employmient ond iscame geasrotion. Alter thé smorf Gifies, 1he smar

yilloges are gaing fo ke o big step berward in oor quest 16 moke Indio digital

& are on our way to develop 100 smart

cities in |ndia which are going to

become a showcase of India's growth
futwre vision, technological strengths

and a vigour to bulld a new India. Whila the smart
cities are often discussed n the media and on
national and globad plattorms, there s something
that we usually miss to take cognisance of. Thanks
to some important initiatives taken by the Central
gnd State Gowernments, the rural India = no
stranger to the process of digital transformation
taking place in the country. Already, we can ses
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a hiost of "smart villages' emerging in the country
:.!||_|l.i.-|r||:: theway foras Iqll_llr'-l:_:-lugu,. ully ampowarad
and sustainable future

Eecently, Gujarat became the Tirst state In
RT=1E] Hr'l'-.ﬂ'!'lH Fruly smart '».llllﬁg-?-' using LikFi Based
optical wireless communication system. AXrund
and Mavanagar villages in Dharnsura Tehsil of the
Arayall district are getting safe and faster interpet
connectivity over exisiing electric power Hines
LiFl is & mobile wireless technology that uses Hght
rather tham radio frequencies to transmik data, The
technology is considered a5 the next pemeration
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of wireless: Internet which has great potential
lor seamless integration into the 56 core. With
a rellable Internet connectivity In place, varlous
government affices in the two villages have started
o leversge government infrastructure of online
sErvices,

This is a small example of how rural India is
employing diverse and innovative ways toestablish
B connection with the information superhighway.
Afterall, connectivity isa pre-reguisite for growth
In the digital age. In the changing dynamics, It
will be drucial to ensure that avery citizen of this
country g2ts access to good education; livelihood
and health; and communities prosper. Even
today, many people have to travel farge distances
to access government services and banking,
filling owt forms, and getting access to legal
documeants. With an ever-increasing footprint of
rural cannectivity, these may be a3 thing of past
In i few years. & Waorld Economic Forum report
had recently linked Interpet access to improved
economic  outcomes  Including  development,
education and |obs. '

Changed realities in the post pandemic em
have further underscored the need for a reliable
and faster connectivity across the country
Inciuding the villages which bear the brunt of the
digital divide. Givan the size of the country and its
phenomsnal diversiti=s, the goaf to connect Bvery
single village with Intermet {5 not an sasy one.
Howewer, we continue to make good progress on
thizs front. The developments in villages such as
Akrund and Navanagar provide a glimpse to the
impending change.

Mori village In East Godavari district of
Andhra Pradesh presents another axample of
digital transtormation. The village is actually
known as the Super Smart Village due to
it oxcellent use of smart connectivity. All
households (about 1200} in the village enjoy 'Wi-
Fi connpectivity and almost all transactions in the
village are cashless. Broadband Internet Hows
in the village at a speed of 15 Mbps which |5
good enaugh for even advanced digital activities
like video caliz and telemedicing. The village is
connected with fiber gnd. Each household has
accesi to cable TV, use of &-banking, AP Purse,
Rupay cards and 5B Buddy is extremely comman
for financial transactions; and each grocery shop
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has e-pos Machines, Welcome to an iconic smart
village of indial

Connectivity at the Grassroots

in kit Independence Day-address in 2020, the
Prime Minister, Shri Marendra Modi had expressed
his. government’s commitment o provide
brogdband conpectivity to all villages within a
period of 1000 days Recently, the govermment
had said that out of 2,503,000 gram panchayats in
Indiz, 1,56,000 have already been conmected with
broadband, Additionally, on June 30" [ast, the
Uniancabinet spproved a plan toextend BahratMet,
tha gowvernment’s rural broadband connectivity
program, to 360,000 villages In 16 states. The
cabinet approved the extension of BharatMet to
inhabited villages in rest of the states and UTs as
well, To epsure timely implementation and wider
coverage of the plan, the government has atso
revised |ts strategy to implement the program.
This will now be implemented through Public
Private Partnership [PPP) mode. Thié states coming
under this programme are Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, West Bengal, Assam,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland
and Arunachal Pradesh,

Availabllity af broadband connectivity is
surely bringing new opportunities to India's
villages as they will be better connected with the
cauntry’s digital Infrastructure, The government
believes the proliferation of broadband in rural
argas will bridge the rural-urban divide of digital
access and accelerate the achievement of Digital
India. The penetration and proliferation of
broadband is also expected to increase direet and
indirect employment and income generation.

Right {rom the beginning of his first tenure
as the Prime Winister, Shri Narendra Mod| bhas
been commitied to all-round development of
India’s villages which Includes an easy Bccess
to Internet. On Jayprakash MNarayan's birth
anniversary In 2014, he had unveiled a blueprint
for Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY| which
ariginally had a provision for the members of
parilament from both houses to identify, adopt
and develop three villages {one in the irst phase
and two more In the second phase] from ther
constituency 3s model villages, Rajya Sabha MPs
can select a village in any district of the state
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where they hawve been elected. In 2013,
~ o vermnment added five more villages to the
target, 19 be implemented in the third phase by
2024,

Under the plan, the members of parlament
are expected to utilise their MPLAD funds for
development of these villages, Another focus
of the scheme is to improve implementation of
already axisting government schemes for rural
development and connectivity, such as MNREGA,
Midday Meal Scheme, Aadhaar Enrglment and
Backward Regions Grants Fund, The plan also
expects setting up of smart schools with IT-enabled
classrooms and e-libraries and Iimprovement in
panchayat Infrastructure,

Initiatives by State Governments

Even some state governments have come
forward with their dwn plans io extend the
tootprint of broadband connectivity in their
states. The Uttar Pradesh government has
prepared an action plan to convert all rural @reas
inte "smart villages' with an objective to ensure
that the benefits of the welfare schemes are
provided to the fast person of the society, Chief
Minister of Uitar Pradesh, Shrl Yegl Adityanath
has-announced that the state's gram panchayats
will be made digital, The government spelled out
the vision behind the program which is centered
on three key areas: digital infrastructure as
a4 utility to ewery citizen, governance and
services on demand, and digital empowerment
of citizens. This essentislly measns that every
citizen in the state i= going to have his digital
identity, mobile phone, bank account, and safe
and sacure cyberspace. Thay will be provided
government services in real time on anline and
maobile platforms, making financial transactions
etectronic and cashless: Finally, all documents
and certificates will be made avallable on the
cloud,

An innovative dimension of these smart
willages is the Digital Village Scheme In which they
are provided facilities like mini bank, mini-ATH,
hotel booking, and mobile and DTH recharge.
E-pathshalas are being set up where farmers
will be taught about varlous agricultural and
cultivational technlgques owver digital platforms
which is expected to add value to thelr knowledge
and skills, The farmers will also get all information
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regarding the weather conditions an a regular
badis and in real-time.

Maharashira government s alse focusing on
development of smart villages and has launched
an ambiticus project called State of Maharashira
Agribusiness: and Rural Transformation (SMART]
covering 10,000 villages. Under’ the. scheme,
launched under the tenure of the l2stgovernment,
Molls were signed between hig corporates and
farmers producer groups including Reliance Retail,
Amazon, Walmart, Mahindra Agro, PepsiCo,
Tata Rallis, Big Basket, Patanjall, Tata Chemical,
Happy Roots, Mera Kisan, Way Conl efc. The
scheme i balng assisted by the Warld Bank. The
scheme tarpets villages with socio-economic
backwardness. Under @ separate plan, the state
government is also offering cash prizes to top
villages at taluka and district levels under @ scheme
that seeks to transform rural Maharashira through
developmeant Initlatives. Villages performing well
in use of information technology, cleanliness,
health, education, environment and renewable
energy sources will be rewarded by the state
govErnment.

Other Stakeholdars

These are only glimpses of how the rural
India is making progress in terms of all-round
empowerment and development by making use of
digital connect ivity and infrastructure, Apart from
the governments, relevant efforts have also been
made by some corporate houses, international
orgamisations and the non-profits. Microsoft's
Airband initiative is 2 worthwhile mention as the
company has partnered with service providers lke
Airjaldi to connect a large number of peaple in the
rural and sami-urban area with Internet. Airlald|
has so far installed 30,000 =quare kilometers
of wireless coverage, reaching 1,500 villages,
Including the Churni village in Maharashtra which
I using faster intermetcannectivity forits Common
service Center (CSC],

Indias concept of a smart village is not
complete without the mention of Common
Service Centers (C5Cs). These centers have been
5et up by the Ministry of Electronics & IT under
thie Companies Act, 1956, aimed at providing a
centralised collaborative framework for delivery
of services to citizens. Based on the assessment
of the C5E scheme, the Sovernment launched the
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C5E 2.0 scheme in 2015 to expand the outreach of
C5Cs 1o all Gram Panchayats across the country.
Under C5C 2.0 scheme, at least one C5E will be set
up in each of the 2.5 Lakh gram panchayats. Basic
objectives of the schems are 1o prowvide access
to information to all remote and rural citizens of
India; to provide access to quality education and
skill development to Indian citizens (majorly rural
population); ensuring efficient delivery of public
services that are mainly GIC [Government o
Citizen) and B2C [Business to Citizen); making cost
efficient and guality healthcare services avallable
Lo cifizens; and to promote rural empowerment,
collective action for the empowerment of sockety
and 1o enable community pariicipation.

The C5C zcheme iz not only a mission mode
project of the Union Government's Digital India
programme but also its strateglc cornerstone. It is
helping the povernment as well as the villagers 10
take optimum advantage of digital technologies
and infrastructure. Recently, a remote willage
called Khodaganj in Matanda district of Bihar was
In news as an excellent example of how C5Cs
can be used to ensure well-being of the people
apart from providing online services. C5Cs work
with Willage Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs) and
the 25-year-ofd VLE Prabhat Kant in Khodaganj
has helped hundreds of patients by providing
telemedicine sefvices through his C5C. He says-
Primary caro through his centre is helping in the
COVID-19 response in many ways, including by
making = diagnosis, jdentifying COVID-19 and
differentiating them from other patients and
helping people in dealing with psychological
ssues, On ane hand, this helping the citizens to
actess immediate healthcare and consultancy
while on the other hand this is helping reduce
unnecessary burden on the country's healthcare
System,

FAD Recognition

The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations (FAGQ) runs its "1000 Digital Village
Initiative" under which many countries including
India are being coversd. FAD has already praised
India for s progress in rural digitalisation by
saying- "FAD Members like China, India, lapan,
and Republic of Korea are gquite advanced in
their own digitalisation procetses. Together with
a multitude of partners in povernment, private
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sector and institutional innovators, resource and
multitateral partners — farmers, fizhers and all
those who help feed a hungry world - we can
upscale digitalisation and make every village,
township or rural community digitally connected,
dynamic and prosperous.” FADS endorsement of
India's progress is important as the organisation's
efforts and assessments are not just Tocused on
planning and implementation of digitalisation
plans but it attachies equal importance to their
feasibility, inclusiveness and sustainability.

Due credit also needs to be given o efforts
made by individuals towards making their own
viliages smart and digital. For instance, RS officer
hir Satyapal Singh Meena and his toam have
played a pivotal role in transforming the Dhanora
village in Dhaulpur district of Rajasthan which,
apart from an improved physical infrastructure,
enjoys the facility of digital connectivity as well.
As a result, Dhanora has a2 coaching institute for
competitive examinations, and a school equipped
with e-learning facility and camputers. A dedicated
skill development center and rural development
tralning center are also being set up in the village.
To address the need for funds, Mr. Meena explored
the mode of crowd sourcing which worked well.
This underlines the fact that people’s participation
and involvement in planning, implementation and
maintenance of such projects could pave way
to better results on the ground and could bend
a helping hand to governments” efforts in this
direction.

As mentioned azbove, providing universal
broadband connectivity is not an easy goal in a
country which is so farge and so diverse; howaver,
wiz have appropriate plans, missions, initiatives
and programs in place tomake that happen. We are
moving towards that direction at 3 good pace and
inspiring success stories are emerging from various
parts of the country already. Even smartphones
are contributing 1o taking connectivity to the last
mile and are proving 1o be a greal enabler in a
common rural citizen’s quest for e-empowerment.
After the smart cities, the smart villages are going
to be a big step forward in our quest to make India
digital,

(The author s @ senior technology
professional. Email: balendu@gmail com, Views
expressed are personal)
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Towards Making India a Fit Nation
Dr Santosh Jain Passi and Akanksha Jain

FIT

INDIA

bood hoalth 15 central vo heppmess oad well-being of the monkmd, ond contrsbutes signihoontly fo praductivity, prospenty and
grnmamic growih of the individials, fomilies aod the nation es o whole Fil Indio movermant wos loenched an 29h Auges? lo moka
hime4s an imbegral part ol our dodly ves. The mivsion of the mavement iv to bring nbuet behaviaurl change: and move lowardy o
moie phy uielly octive |ifestyle |f is oxmad of spreoding owarenees on hitness ond voriout physical ectivities thet promote ness

through focused compaigas and encosrage indigesous sparts.
itness s a cumulative outcome of
F appropriate nutrition, good health as
well as physical, social, psychological
pnd spiritual wellbeing. A nation can
attain fitness only when all its' people are Fit
and fine amd follow healthy lifestyle practices.
However, the importance of Fit and Healthy
Lifestyle is often being ignored or taken for
granted, especially among the poor whose major
focus is on their livelihoods. As per World Health
Crganisation, "Health s a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being and not
mierely the absence of disease or infirmity’.
Enjoyment af the highest attainable standard of
health is one of the fundamental rights of every
human being without the distinction of race,
refligion and political belief, economic or social
conditions. The WHO's current goal is o achiewe
'‘Health for All' at least by 2030. Occurrence of
COVID-19 pandemic has been rather unfortunate.
It has exacerbated the scenario of under-nutrition
|underweight/stunting /wasting), micro-nutrient
mainutrition and the ewer mcreasing burden
of various non-communicable diseases [NCDs;
particularly diabetes); but inadvertently, it has
drawn our focus towards appropriate nutrition,
good health, immunity and fitness too.

Although adeqguate guantity/guality of food
ts gne of the human rights, as per Global Hunger
index Report {2020), nearly B1 1 million in the world
are going hungry while more than 2 billion suffer
from malnutrition; and many succumb to hunger
[Figure-2 highlights the trends in some nutrithon
refated indicators for India). Acute hunger = the
most extreme form of hunger, arkses frequently
during disasters like droughts, famines, El Nifio
and wars, and adversely alfects people already
suffering from chronic hunger [~ B percent of the
hungry people). Chronic hungerflong-term under
nourshment s globally most wideapread and
affects the people nol having sufficent resources
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Figurel: India - Irends in some mutrinon related
indicators {2000-2020)

for pood nutrition, clean water or health care.
Hidden hunger, on the other hand, is the deficiency
of several important micronutrients [such as iron,
ioding, zinc or vitamin A} which in the long run
causes several serious diseases/disorders and
hampers overall development of the nation. In
2020, with a Global Hunger Index score of 27.2,
India ranked 94" among the 107 countries which
is a matter of grave concerm.

Children's nutrition deserves special
attention because nutritional deficiencies place
themat high risk of physical /mental impairments
and mortality. Even in children dying from
infectious diseases, the underlying cause is
a weakened immune system due to dietary
deficiencies. Malnutrition in any form — be it
under-nutrition, micro-nutrient malnutrition
of ower-nutrition, presents & significant threst
o human health, Hence, there is a dire need
to develop and adopt innovative stralegies
for preventingftreating multiple forms of

malnutrition.

Appropriate Mutrition ks critical for proper
growth, development and good health, it helps in
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building stronger immune system, better cognition,
impraving infant, child and maternal health, safer
pregnancy/childbirth, lowering the risk of non-
communicable diszases [such as diabetes and
cardiovascular diseasa} and bestowing longewity
Wll-nourished individuals are [ikely to be more
productive wha can gradually break the viclous
cycle of poverty and hunger.
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Figure 2: A typical batgnoed diet foro Doy
fiCR-Namonal fnsfitute af Nutrition)

Mutrition and health, in fact; are inseparable
sides of the same coin. An Individuals hdalth
largely depends on nutrition; and nutrition on his/
her food intake. & balanced diet comprises vanety
of foods in ddequate amounts and proportions to
meet the Individual's daily needs of all essential
nutrlents such as proteins, carbohydrates, fats,

B eeus b Mg sdiang Hl'_h
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Figure 3; Fenctional Ciassification af the Foods
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witamins, minerals, dietary fibre, phytochemicals,
antioxidants and water etc. Mational Institute of
Mutritlon-ICMR recommends sourcing of macro-
and mitro nutrients from all the food groups
every day to achieve a balanced diet that would
meeat energy requirements (~Z000 keall of an
Indian [Figure-2). Such giets nol only provide a
safety margln or nutrient reserves for emergenty
situations but also help to promote/malntain
positive heafth = & perfect blend of physical,
gocial, emotional and mental health. Functianal
classification of the foods is given in Figure 3,

DMets rich In complex carbohydrates are
healthier than the low-fibre diets primarity boased
on refined and processed foods. Dietary filbre - the
complexcarbohydrates, areresistanttodigestion,
absarption in the small intestine but they undergo
complete or partial fermentation in the large
bawel. These include celluloses, hemi-celluloses,
lignins, pecting, gums, mucilages, arabinoxylan,
inuling B-glucan and reslstant starches. Dietary
fibre rich diets confer numerows health bangfits
such As providing profection against certan
gastro-intestinal tract diseases (constipation,
haemorrholds, gastro-esophageal reflux disease
[GERD), duodenal ulcers, diverticulitis), obesity,
diabetes, hyper-tension, cardiovascular diseases,
stroke and colon: cancer. Phytochemicafs are
a wvariety of blologically active non-nutrients
{flavonaids and polyphenals) occurring in plant
foods that confer numerous health benefits
beyond basic nutrition. These are present in
all the commonly consumed vegetables, fruits,
pulsesfiegumes and grains. Diets containing
substantial amournts of antioxidants {present in
frultsvegetables) prevent ar delay various types
of cell damage and thus, provide protection 1o
the body, Some of the nutrient antioxidants
include witamin C, witamin E, selenium, and
carotenoids [such as beta-carotene, lycopene,
lutein and zeaxanthinl. An array af antioxidants
and phytaochemicals present in Truits, vegetables,
herks and spices efficiently modulate oxidative
and Iinflammatory stresses to prevent many of
thé dist-related diseases/disorders

Mational Mutrition Palicy and the National
Plan of Mction in Mutrition stressed on tackling
the nutrtion related problem through direct
nutrition interventions {(for vuinerable groups]
as well as through various development policy
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instruments for improved access/conditions
for better nutrition. Since 2017, the National
MNutrition Maonth [17-30" September) iz being
celebrated every vear all over the country. [t
focuses: on creating awareness regarding the
importance of good nutrition for health which
has far reaching implications on development,
productivity, economic growth and ultimately
national development. Earlier, since 1982
onwards, the National Nutrtion Week (1°-7"
September] was celebrated every year Wwith
almost similar objectives; and in view of its grand
success, the government expanded its duration
CUIm-Prewiew,

POSHAN Abhiyvaan/MNational Mutrition
Mission—=the owerarching  scheme for holistic
nourishment, s our Goevernment's fagship

programme for improving nutritional outcomes
for children, pregnant women and lactating
mathers, Launched on the International Women's
Dray-2018; it aims to draw the nation’s attention
towards the burning problem of malnutrition in
a misziop-mode. Likewise, there are a8 number of
orogrammes addressing nutrition related issues
ot various levels to improve nutritional status of
our pecple at large, Amang many such initiatives,
Children’s Nutrition Park s a unigue mowe to
provige the chlldren high guality entertainment
coupled with vital knowledge on nutrition and
healthy eating habits; cne of its main feature
being the "MNutri-Train® (covering 600 meters long
track), Ample stress |s laid on the importance of
fresh wegstables/fruits; milk and milk products,
nuts/oilseeds and water in our diet as well as on
the home cooked food, The importance of physical
activity [sports/oat-door activities) and voga in
our dally life s also highlighted. Such awareness
generation actions can be of great help in bringing
about the necessary behavioural changes among
our masses, especially the childran,

Good health iz central to happiness and well-
bedng of the mankind; and contributes significantly
to productivity, prosperity and economic growth
of the Individuals, families and the nation as a
whaole, Our National Health Policy envisages to
attain the highest possible level of health and
wellbeing for all {at all ages), through preventive/
promaotive health care policles and wuniversal
seeess 1o quality health cere services withaout

Eurukdyetra B Ooaber 2001

any financial hardships, It proposes o achieve
its. goal by enhancing access, improving quality
and lowering the cost of healthcare delivery, The
madern system of medicine focuses on the body
and its various biological systems; organs, tissues,
cells, molecules including the genes primarily with
the aim of treatment, However, the traditional
systems of medicing treat the human being as
a whole, taking care of his/her physical, mental
and spiritual health. In this case, focus is f&id on
“sthulasharira” (gross body), ‘sukshmasharira’
[subtle body] and ‘karanashorira’ [casual body]
for establishing harmony at all levels of human
being's existence.

Integrative health emphasises on multimodal
interventions (>2) in 3 coordinated manner which
may include conventional medicine, lifestyle
changes, physical rehatbilitation, psychotherapy
and complementary health approaches in various
combinations; the emphasis being on treating the
whole body rather than any one organ system. It
also aims-at a wellcoordinated patient-care by the
varioUs care providers/finstitutions, Ayurveda - the
science of Iife, s not only a system of medicine
but a way of life for complete positive health and
spiritual attainments. Homeopathic remedies are
commonly used by the masses for viral diseases,
allergic conditions, skin disorders, behavioural
problems and several chronic diseases; stand-alone
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treatment for various women/children's diseases,
hormonal disorders, infertility, pain and palliative
care; and as an adjunct/adjuvant in Cancer, COPD,
Diabetes and its complications. Strength lles in its
rale in promotive health as well as effectiveness in
certain clinical conditions having fewer treatment
options in other systems of medicine, Naturopathy -
an art/science of healthy living is a drug less system
which advocates removing the cause of disease by
expelling the unwanted/unused matters (toxins)
from the body, Such treatments include: Mud-bath/
Spinal-bath/Spinal-spray-bath/Steam-bath/Sauna-
bath/Sun-bath, Mud-pack/Wet-sheet-pack/Chest-
pack/Abdomen-pack, Physio-therapy, Magnet-
therapy, Acupuncture, Acupressure, Reflexology
&te. Unanl Medicine - the science dealing with
various states of the body in  health/not-in-
health, provides promotive, preventve, curative
and rehabilitative healthcore. IS5 unique features
are the use of evhilarants, organ-specific tonics,
immuno-modulatorytemperament-specific drugs,
purgatives and the correctives for adverse effects;
and the cosmoceutics, nulraceutics, aromatics and
other cormesponding theraples. Sidha-globally one
of the earliest tradibonal systems of medicine,
treats not anly the body but also the mind and
soul. It claims to revitalise/rejuvenate the disease
causing dysfunctional organ/s. It treats the person
a3 a whole concentrating on his/her physical,
psychological, social and  spiritual  well-being
Simillarky, Yoga - the art and sclence of haalthy living,
aims at self-realisation for overcoming all kind of
sufferings for attaining the state of liberation’;
its holistic approach 5 well sstablished. 115 role
in health promotion and disease prevention, esp.
in the management of lifestyle related disorders,
i well established. Among the world's oldest
sciences of Indian origin, yoga s extremely helpful
m maintaining one's physical/mental health and
spiritual evolution. Yoga and meditation play an
impaortant role in preventing/reducing the risk of
MCD= arnd associated complications; therefore,
it & important to inculcate yoga practice amoang
children at an early age. The international Yogs Day
(217 June}-an important initiative by the Indian
government, has put it at the global map; more
than 180 countries across the world have been
practsing yoga since last many years,

The present COVID-19 challenge has brought
back the focus on traditional systems of medicines.

¢

The Ministry of AYUSH has done extremely pood
service to the society at large in the prevention,
control, treatment and management of this
pandemic which has turned every onies attention
towards our body's immune system/defence
mechanism against various diseases caused by the
bacteria, viruses or other micro-organisms. The
traditional systems of medicine not only address
the curative but also the prophylactic/promoftive
aspects; and thus, emphasise on ensuring
positive health rather than fecusing only on the
treatment.

Mental health-an integral component of
health and a state of well-being when an individual
realises his/her own abilities, productivity, can
cope with the normal stresses of life and make
contributions  towards  hisfher  community,
Unhealthy lfestyle, physical ll-health, stressful
work conditions, gender discrimination, rapid
social change, social exclusion and human rights
viplations are some of the jeading contributors
to poor mental health. Excessive stress poses
numerous adverse health effects; therefore, for
overall well-being, appropriate stress management
Is essential. For reducing the risk of NCDs, 4n
effective coping strategy emphasises an preventing
the avoidablefkeeping the unaveidable stress at a
minimum. Meditation- a type of mind-body linked
complementary medicine, produces a deep stale
of relaxation and tranguilises the mind, It brings
about significant reduction In pain, fatigue and
sleeplessness; and improves general health of
the people suffening from chronic pan syndromie
Spiritual health ideally encompasses the overall
lifestyle of a person including the way one thinks,
talks, eats; dresses, and behaves in public/private
lifen.

The four pillars of healthy lifestyle are—Ahaar
(what, how and how much ane eats], Vihaar (the
way one engages himself/herself in relaxation,
entertainment amd fleisure time activities],
Vichaar (one's mentsl make-up, ematicnal
control, attitude and oullook towards life) and
Vyavhaar |hbow one actually behawves in public/
private fife],

Health, nutrition and education are strongly
linked. While healthy individuals are more likely to
have batter education outcomes, right education
can  improve nutrition/heatth status of the
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individuat as well as that of the household, The
recently released Mational Education Policy-2020
proposes ta bring about a paradigm shift in ouwe
education system. To achieve optimal learning, it
recognises the need for proper nourishment and
good health; therefore, it has proposed various
health-refated interventions. Wutrition, health,
hyglene/sanitation physical education,  sports,
fitness and well-being are some of the key subjects
and skills needed to be learnt/acquired by all-
through proper teaching-learning and  training
Regular health check-ups, universal immunisation
and growth monitoring /health monitoring will be
carried cut at the schools, For addressing mental/
emaotional health (ssues of the children, in addition
tathe social workers/counseliors, community shall
also be involved, In addition to mid-day meals, i
propases the provision af healthy breakfast for
school children

Physical inactivity or sedentary lifestyle is a
risk factor for numenous NCDs/chronic conditions.
Among adults, physical activity confers multi-fold
health bernefits. It lowers the risk of all-cause
martality including the cardiovascular maortality
as well as lowers the incidence of hypertension,
type-2 diabetes and site-specific cancers. It
reduces adiposity and has & profound positive
impact on mental health (by minimising anxioty
and depression), cognition and sleep, For achieving
substantial health benefits, It s recommended
that - on a weekly basis, adults should undertake
at least 150-300 minutes of moderate-inbensity
physical activity or al least 75150 minutes of
vigorous intensity physical activity or an eguivalent
combination of moderate- and vigorous-intensity
activity, For additional health benefits, they
should alsa perform certain muscle strengthening
activities {moderate/vigorous intensity] involving
all major muscle groups.

Regular weight monitoring can help to gauge
waight gain/weight loss as well as in assessing the
extent of overweight/obesity or chronic energy
deficiency. It also helpsin computing BMI - a better
marker of fitness.

In 2019, on the Matiomal Sports Doy (birth
annlversary of Major Dhyan Chand), the Prime
Minister launched the Fit India Movement and
commented that a healthy Individual, & healthy
tamily and a healthy society are the essentlaly
for achieving this; and urged the people to make

Eurukshetra Il Coinber FO2

fitness @ part of their

lifestyle. He commented '

that technology has

impeached on our

physical  activity; and IN Dl !

with Uime, ftness has
been relegated a lower .
Mobile App

priority "Fit Indiz
Movement' is an effort
to bring about small lifestyle changes which can
help 1o prevent many of the iifestyle diseases as
well a5 Improve professional efficiency through
mental and physical fitness. Sports is directly
lirked to fithess —an essential pillar for 2 healthy
and prosperous |ife.

Under this people's. movement, numercus
initiatives/activittes  and  focused - campalgns
have been undertzien to promote fitness Inoan
ggsyfun-filled way along with an emphasis on
indigenous/ruralftribal games or sports. Efforts
are also being made to ensure that the concept of
fitness reaches every schoolfcollege/university/
panchayat/village; and that a platform is created
for our citizens to share their esperences. It
motivates people to incufcate at least 30-60
minutes of physical activity in their daily routine
and alsg spread the PM'S message - "Fitness ki
dose, Aadha Ghanta Ros”. Fit India Maobile App has
also been launched which indicates the fitness
scone by tracking the steps, sleep and the calories
consumed, Khelo India— a natipnal programme
for developing sports has been Introduced 1o
révive the sports culture atl grass-roots level and
establish India as a great sporting nation. in this
direction, the Prime Minister has ghven 2 call to
all our Diympians to visit 75 schools each by the
independence Day in 2023, enthuse sportsmanship
in school children and spread awareness regarding
adverse effects of malnutrition

Tocommemorate the 75" Independence Day
-Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsaw, a nationwide Fit india
Freedom Run 2.0 {Physical Virtual Bun) has been
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Bady Mass Index (BMIf= Weight (kg) + Haight {m?)
B Cut-offs: given by WHO/forfsian/South Aslan
populations

Underweight BMI <185 kg/m"

- Geversly Underwelght  BM) <16.5kg/m’

Normil weight BMI 2185 to 24.9 kg'/m’
Overueight Bhl 2 2510 20.9 kg/m’
Dbesity aMl = 30 kg/m’

- Claesity class Bl 30 10 349 bz m’

- l:}hea.lt-f :le.msll B35 to 353— kg

- Gbesity clazs i BHF—‘: 40 kg/m’
[severe/ereme/

midssive obesiiy)

Sirce AsianfSouth Astan populatons ane at o greater rivk of
WeL0s myun at e B8A| hevels; for them, the cut-olfs ane:
*Crvmrweight - Bl betwesn 23 and 24.0 kgdm®

* 5 Dibsmsity - BM) Ermsder than 25 kpfm’

lavnched {from 13% &ugust - 2*° October 2021) for
promating fitness as well as to help peopie get
rid of thelr excess welght/obesity, laziness, stress,
anxiety and mamy ather refated diseasesfdisorders.
it-can be ‘run anywhers, at any time’ on a route
af ones choice at his/her sultable time and pace.

"Aunning is the human body's rawest form of
Freedom', During the past few decades, screan time
[television, computers and mobiles), especially
amang the vounger generations, has skyrocketad;
and this has cut-down thelr culdoor activities?
games drastically, Henge, community-based
dWareness-generation campaigns far promoting
physical activity are urgently needed.

Thie National Youth Paolicy also relterates
nation’s commitment for all-round development
of the India youth so that they can realise their full
potential and contribute productivelytothe nation-
bullding process, Since 1988, special awards -are
given to the winners:of international sportsevents
1o encourage/motlvate the star sports persons for
belter achlevements ad well as for sttracting the
younger generations, Awards are also glven to the
champlons of Para-Olympics/Special-Olympics
as well a5 for promoting competitive sports in
colleges/universities. Sports Authority of India’s
‘Come and Play Scheme” has been initiated for
optimal wtilisation of the facilities in Delhi and
across the country, The Target Olympic Podium
Schame provides assistance fo the country’s top
athletes.

0

The Sports Authority of India supports and
nurtures talent in youth: and provides them
reguisite  Infrastructure, equlpment, coaching
facilities ang competition exposure for their
overall development.

In everyone's life, importance of sports-and
fitness is invaluable. It inculcates team spirit,
develops strategic/analytical thinking, leadership
qualities, goal setting and risk taking abilities. Fit
ond healthy indlviduals form healthy society and a
strong nation. During the last few years, India has
made steady progress in the field of sporis. It's
time we Inspire our young talent, provide them
top-notch infrastructure/traming and inculcate
3 strong spirit of participation enakling them o
demonstrate thelr true potential in sports.

Malputrition=in any  or &l forms, s
unacceptable, Strategies for promoting good
hoalth should follow a holistic approach where
fitness of body, mind and spirit is considered as
an integrated concept When our pedple are fit,
there will be much lesser dizease/disability burden
and thus, far lesser expenditure on treatment and
rehahilitation; this in turn will enkance individuals’,
families’ and the nation's growth and development,
To malntain overall fithess and good health,
lifestyle - modifications, improved dietary patierns,
appropriate physical activity, cessation of smoking/
tebacco consumption, restricting alcohol intake (i
ary] along with appropriate management of strass
are mandatory, Spirituality has been in-built among
our masses, espechally the older generations; it
ks time 1o reinforce the same among our younger
generatigns too: As s often sald "Home was not
bullt 1n a day’, highlights the importance. of step
by step actions for achieving the desired goals and
putcomes. Since nutritionally sppropriate diet, good
health and physical activity are essential for overall
fitness, et us all contribute our Bit in bullding this
preat nation and strive towards - Suposhit India,
Swasth India and Fit india |l

{The authors are Public Heafth Nutrition
Consultond and Forrmer Director, institute of Home
Ecomamics (University of Delhi]. Email: sjpassi
gmail,com ond Assistont Prafessor (Food and
Nutrition), Bhaginl Nivedita College University of
Delhi) okankshajoin @hn. du.ocdn. Views expriessed
ore persandaif
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Entrepreneurship: A Catalyst for Social Change
Or. H.L. Sharma
Extepranuerihip is identthed ov 2 key instramant in the procest of industvislisation in porficulor ord scanamin devoiopnioat
m gemmml 1 onefs s @ deiveng ferce lor pew imnevatiens and oolelysf for saond changs, Remd oreos pooveile abundant o
it bl fvmin ogeiculiveg], boebiooeial ool anamal prodiece ba wrort fes enterprises (o the held af food procesaing, dairy forming

arliullure, bee-Keapng, meshomom witivafien, hihenes ong othed allsed ardn'iie

ndia has witnessed a  tremendous
growth in the Geld of agricaliure,
manufactunng, transport, CoOmMmuni
-ation, redal  estate, infarmation-
technology and semvice sector during the planned
era of sconomic development. The nst natonal
income at constant prices was {o the tune of
Rz 2,69, 724 orores in 1950-51 which shot up by more
than 43 times and stood at Rs. 1,17,18.380 crores
in Z020-21. Per capita net nabional income also
increased from RBs 7,513 1o Rs. BBASE witnessing
annual compound grewth rate of 3.55 percent during
thie sama pericd [Table 1),

Economic Inequalities in India

The rapid growth in real par capita income
has not percolated evenly to different sections
af the society living in different regions of the
country, The sector wise trends in the growth
af Real Gross Value Added (RGVA] at factor cost
eevedl that during the last seven decades, primary

sector witnessed a meager growth rate {3.99 %)
as compared o s2condary [6.51%) and tertiary
i6.36% sectors (Table 2. The unequal growth of
agrieulticie and Industrial sector, has led to Wwide
inter-sectoral, inter-regional and inter-personal
variations in the distribution of income, weaalth,
emplayment, consumption and quality of life,
leading to rural-urban drift. in fact, the economic
rift between the haves and have-nots has widenad
rapidly during the last three decades particularly
after the adoption of the LPG policy

Consequences of Economic Inequality

Economic inesqualitias compromise the pace
of poverty eradication and create insgualities
amang different social groups particofarly the
marginalised sections of socisty ke SC/ST/OBC
minarities, women and children in terms offimited
and unegual access to resources, education,
skill, training, healthcare and employment, The
marginalised groups of society have less economic,
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Table 1: Trends in Met Nationa income and Per

Capita NNI at Canstant Prices
Year NI (Rs. Crs}  Per Capita NNI [Rs.)
1950-51 269774 7513
1960-61 411510 482
1973-71 S4heAT0 1102%
1980-81 795193 11711
1990-91 1342031 15996
200001 2291795 22491
2010-11 4657438 35270
2020-21 11718380 85456
ACGR (%) 5.54 3.55

LSoinree: Feonamic Sunvey: 2020-21, Vol 2, Toble 1.1

social and political opportunities as compared
to others, The scoonomic inegualities lead 1o
concentrations of power [economic, political and
social) only in a few hands, resulting in significant
adverse impact on the society in the form of class-
conflict, drug abuse, ill mental health and rising
crimes, For better social cohesion in the country,
it Is essential to create equal opportunities for all
and fairly distribute the fruits of growth across
society (particularly the most vulnerable sections)
through inclusive growth.

Role of Entrepreneurship

Entreprencurship s identified as a key
imstrument In the process of industrialization in
particular and economic development In general,
It acts as a driving force for new innovations and
catalyst for social change through ameliorating
the economic lol of vast majority of people living
in poverty in rural and backward areas. Rural areas

Table 2: Real Gross Value Added at
Factor Cost (Rs. Crs)

Year Primary Secondary Tertiary Al
Sector Sechor | Sechor Sedhors

1850-51 1501%3 401348 BO2AT 279618
196061 150851 73555 145873 4102TH
1970-71 258665 126356 176609  S6163D
1980-81 305%06 183900 308630 2 798506
1959091 A2507TS 25450 597304 134THES
200001 592217 5705TL 1185683 2348481
2010-11 B2R431 1362722 1817330 4918533
2020-21 2305548 3319280 5634347 12339175
ALGR[%) 3.0 B3 6,36 556

Cayrre: Eromomic Levey: 202021 el 2 Tabls 17

provide abundant raw material from agricultural,
horticultural and animal produce to start new
enterprises in the field of food processing, dairy
farming, sericulture, beés-keeping, mushroom
cultivation, fisheries and other allied activities.
The rural enterprises not only provide job
opportunities to the unemployed and wunder-
employed youth, but also help in making the Full
utilisation of agricultural produce and thus pave the
way to achieve the objective of balanced regional
development. In fact, all the states of the country
due to their vaned agro-climatic conditions hawve
some location specific strengths which provide
ample opportunities to the budding entrepreneurs
to start agribusiness and agripreneurship in varied
Fieles.

Raole of Youth

The young generation of the country,
particularly the rural youth can play an important
role in bridging the rural-urban economic divide
through the establishment of rural enterprises
While most of the developed countries aof the
workd face the ritk of an ageing workforce, nearly
62 parcent of total population of India s in
working age group {15-59 years) and more than 54
percent of the total population is below 25 years
of age. This demographic advantage is predicted
to last until 2040, On the basis of its demographic
dividend, Indiz has the potential to achieve &
much faster pace of economic growth leaving USA
and China behind.

Role of Infrastructure

infrastructure in the formof transport, power
and communication is the basic reguirement
for the growth of entrepreneurial activities
in a particular area. In order Lo improve rural
infrastructure by conmecting rural habitations
with main roads, Pradhan Mantr] Gram Sadak
Yojana [PMGSY) was launched by Gowermment
of India on December 257, 2000, The primary
objective of the scheme is 1o promote economic
and sntreprencurial activities in rursl India by
providing all weathar road connectivity to the

Table 3; Percentage of Households with Computer
and Internet Facility

Indicatos Hural Urban Total
Computer 44 FER F
Internen 14.9 32 £3.8

Source: NSO, Househoid Socal Consumption on Gducatian in
inglip, 105 p. A1
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eligible un-connected habitations in rural areas.
Up to September 12", 3021, more than 1,64,856
road works spreading over 6.73 [akh km length
were constructed under the scheme, The pace of
highway construction in the country touched a
record of 37 km per day In 2020-21 as against 12
krm i 201815,

Power is alsa one of the basic requirements
for promoting entrepreneurship in an area, In
order to strengthen and enhance power supply
in rurdl areas, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti
Yojana was launched on July 5%, 2015 with an
estimated outlay of Rs, 43,033 crore. It envisaged
1040 percent village electrification by March 2019,
Subsequently, Pradhan Mantri Saba) Bijali Har
Ghar Yojana (Saubhapys)

LA percent of the workforce in the couniry has
undergone any formal skill training as compared
to 52 percent im USA, 68 percent in UK, T5 percent
in Germany, B0 percent in Jopan and 96 percent
In South Korea, In order to improve the gquality
of human resources through skill development,
Government of India formed Department of Skill
Davelopment and Entrepreneurship an July 315
2014, which subsequently led to the setting up of
Ministry of Skill Developrment and Entrepreneurship
on November 10" 2014, Further, in 3 bid to
improve employvabllity of workess and promiote
entrepreneurial culture amongst youth, National
skill Dewelopment Mission was faunched on July
15", 2015 an the occasion of Warld Youth Skills Day
This mission aims at consolidating and coordinating
the skilling efforts at the

scheme was launched on 25 The yoang generafion of the country, particulorly national level.
september, 2017, to provide the rurol youth com play en impsriont rele in gims  at

The Mission
providing = formal

access to energy throughout bridging the revel-erben soonomic divide through training to nearly 400 million
the country. As per saubhagys  she ectoblishment of uiol enterprises. While mes! people across the country
portal of Ministry of Power, of ke developed countries of the werid Jore the by 2022, The trainess who
out of 21.4492 crore rural sk of un ugeing warkforce, searly &2 parcent of aspire for self-employment or

hausehold

n the . country, syl popuintion of India i1 in working oge group Seek to be entrepreneurs are

21.4473 crore (39.99 percent) (1550 yeari] and mare thon 54 peecent of the totol also given proper guidance

to support them in achieving

rural houssholds WETE poglgtion it belew 5 years of age
electrified up to September
1%, 2021

In the bid to bridge the rural-urban digital
divide, the Government is extending the outreach
of telecom network to the far flung and remote
hinterland through the Bharat Met project. The
project aims at linking each of the 2.5 {akh Gram
Panchayats of India through optical fiber network
1o facilitate the delivery of various e-Services.
Phase Il of Bharat Net project was launched on
13* Movember, 2007, with an cutlay of Rs. 30,920
crore. It envisaged to connect 1.5 lakh Gram
Panchavats of the country through high spesd
broadband connectivity, by March 2019,

inidatves to Promote Entrepreneurship

Government of india ({GOI) has taken various
steps and launched varous schemes to promote
innovative entreprenaurial achvities for achisving
the motive of inclusive and sustainable income
and employment generation in the country. The
guality of human resources in the form of skill and
knowledge s crucial for economic growth and social
development for a country, India currently faces a
severe shortage of well trained and skilled workers
as well as entreprenears. It s estimated that only
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thiar objectives,

With the wision to transtorm rural poor youth
Into an economically independent and globally
relevant human resource, a skill training and
placement program of Government of India named
as Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya
Yojana (DDU-GEY) was launched on September
25% 2014, It occuples a unlgue position amang
the skill training programmes due to its focus
on the rural poor youth in the age group 15-35
years, wha due to their poverty driven constraints
could not get formal education and marketable
skills, Undér this programme it is mandatory to
gve minimum 160 hours of fraining in soft skills,
functional English and computer literacy ete. |t
emphasises on sustainable employment through
post-placement  tracking, retention and career
progression. Under this programme, disbursement
i= made through a digital voucher directly into the
bank account of the beneficiary. Presently DDU-
GKY iz being implementad in 568 districts of the
country. It aims at giving training to ower 26.85
lakh persons by March 319, 2023, Up to July 337,
2021 over 11.18 Lakh persons were given trajning
and nearly 6.56 Lakh were placed in various jobs
under this programme.,



In order to preserve and boost the rich
herltage. of traditional arts and crafts of minerities,
a centrally sponsored project for Upgrading
Skills- and Training in Traditional Arts/crafts for
Development, popularly known a3 Praject USTTAD
was launched an May 18%, 2005 by the Ministry of
Minority Affairs. It aims &t capacity building and
updating the traditional skills of master tralners/
artisans belonging to minority communities and
BPL families in the traditiomal artfcraft fields of
their choice. The trainees should be between 14
to 45 years of age and at least class VW pass. Tha
project envisages preserving and promoting the
rich heritage of traditional arts and crafts like wood
and bone carving, Tari work, phulkari, tie & dye,
gems & jewellary, patch work, embroldery, durry
mazking, bloc printing etc. The project |s expected
to generate adequate means of livelihood to the
marginalised minorities and bring them to the
fralnstream.

With the twin objective of achieving the goal
of Swachh Bharat Mission and creating the spirit
of entrepreneurship amaong "Safai Karamcharis’
for their better livelihood, a scheme named as
Swathhta Udyaml Yolapna (5UY] was launched
an 2™ October, 2014, Under the Scheme,
gntrepreneurs among ‘Safal Karmacharis® and
identifled manual scavengers can avall loan up
to Rs, 25 lakh at concessional rate of interest
af 4 perént per annum for the canstruction,
maintenance -and operation of community toilets
on Public Private Partnership
[PPP} made.

boost
amaong

imn =& bid 1{o
entrepreneurship
Scheduled Castes, Venturs o
Capital Fund for Schedulsd
Castes, with the initial capital
of Rs, 200 crore was launched | *
by Ministry of Social Justice |,
and Empowerment. Under
the scheme, concessional
finance up to R&1500 Crore |
tor @ maximum pencd of &
years |s provided to aspiring
entrepréneurs belonging to 5C | 5 |

category.

emplovable skills and to increase efficiency of
probable and existing workfarce, Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMEVY] was launched
by GOI under the MNatlonal Skill Development
Misston on 15" July, 2015. The target groups of
the PMEVY are the school/college dropouts and
uhemploved youth, Under this scheme, Industry
reélevant short term skill training s provided to
the youth to enable them to secure a better
lvelihcod. Apart trom providing skill traiming, the
training centers aleo impart training in soft skills,
entreprengurship, financial and digital literacy.
Upon successful completion of their assessment,
candidates. are provided placement assistonce
by the training partners, Under this scheme, the
entire training and assessment fées is paid by the
Government after the swccessful completion of
an approved skill training programme. As on July
10™, 2021 around 1.29 crore candidates were
trained/oriented across the country against the
target of 1.32 crore under PMEVY. This scheme |5
expected o bring the unemployment rate in the
country to & reasonably low level,

A5 per “Househaold Soclal Consumption
on Education Survey”, conducted by M550 (757
Raound), 14.9 percent of rural households:in India
haye access to internet and only 4.4 percent
had & computer at home (Fig 2). To promote
digital pwareness. and education in rural areas,
Pradhan Mantarl Gramin Digital Shiksha Abhlyan
[PMGDISHA] was launched on 7" October, 2017,

Frgure 1: Real Gross Value Added at Factor Cost |Rs, Crare)
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with the aim to empower a2t least one persan
per rural household with crucial digital literacy
skilli, Under this abhiyan, rural peaple between
the age proup of 14 to 60 years are baing trained
without any fees to operale computars, tablets,
smart phones, etc and access government
e-services, underiake digital payment, compose
e-malls through the use of internet. The scheme
I& expected to bridge the rural-urban digital
divide especially targeting the marginalised
sections of the society like SC/ST, minoritias, BPL
families, women and difterently-abled persons
PMGDISHA envisaged making around 40 percent
of rural hiouseholds in country digitally literate by
March 2023,

Education and training dre essential and
bazic requirement for promoting skill-oriented
enterprises In rural -areas. In this context,
Samagra Shiksha Scheme was launched by GO in
J01E. It aims at enhancing the learning oulcomes
2t the school level with the wse of technology to
empower both teacher and tasght. 1t subsumes
the prewious three schemes- Sarva Shiksha
Abhivan (S5A), Rashiriva Madhyamik Shikskha
Abhiyan (RMSA] and Teacher Education (TE) by
unifying the learning from pre-school to class Xl
The scheme aims at providing equat and adeguate
opportunities - for rural youth to participate
in technology based educational and training
programs. Italso focuses on promating vocational
education To make it more |ob-oriented. The

Figure ¥: Parcentage of Households with Compaters and

Internet Facility in India {2018}
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scheme has been extended for the period from
1" April, 2021 to 31" March, 2026 with an cutlay
of Rs; 2,84,283.04 crore which includesz Central
share of Rs. 1,85,398.32 crore.

In its endeavour to promote the culture of
innovation and entrepreneurship by creating
a scientific temper, Atal Innovation Mission
{&IM] has been set up at NIT| Aayog, | alms
to develop new programmes and policies for
fostering innovation in different sectors, provide
platforms and collaboration opporfunitios
for different stakekolders. AIM has adopted
a holistic approach encompassing education
and. research [nstitutions, industry, MSBES,
NGEOs and various Ministries at district, state
and- national level. The initigtives under AlM
have played a crucial role in improving India’s
position in the Global Innovation Indey from 317
position in 2015 1o 48" in 2020, In partnership
wth Five different ministries and depariments of
central government, AlM has launched the Atal
New India Challenge with the aim of bringing
imnovationsand technolagies in areas of national
and social importance. The initiative is expected
to promote technapreneurs who deserve to be
supported because of their immense potential
of taking Indla forward,

Infact economicdevelopmentdoesn'Lalways
lead 1o soclal change in the form of communlty
development. The community development
requires social Infrastructure in education, skill
fraining, healthcare, sanitation,
labour welfare and other public
seryices, Public  investment
in  social  infrastructure s
essential for providing access
to social services for the
masses, especially the marginal
gnd vulnerable szections of
the society. Carrying Torward
the abjective of growth with
social justice, the present
government at the Centre has
been raising the expenditure
on soclal sarvices since |ts
first year of installation. The
combined expenditure on
social services by the Centre
and  Slates  Governments
as & proportion of GDP has
increased from 7.5 percent

@)
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in 2019-20 [RE) to 8.8 percent |n 2020-21(8E).
It reflects the commitment of Governmenl Lo
mitigate the hardships of poor caused by the
loss to livelinood dus to-the lockdown donng
the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic

Summary

To conclude, prowth with justice and
inclusiveness has always been the cormmerstone
of the developpment agenda in india. Owver the
last fow yvears, offorts In this direction have
been accelerated by the Government through
the mantra “Sabks Sath, Sabks Vikas', further
extended to ensure Sabka Vishwas' s India = a
developing economy with economic inegualities

and resource constraints, it 5 essential o
promale  entrepreneurial  activities through
various incentves in rural areas. To attrac

unemployed educated youth into agribesinass
and agri-préneurship, mpetds on
scientific temper and fostering innowvative spirit
among the rural youth is the need of the hour,
Public expenditure on sockal infrastructure is also

The

creating

| e TOCuUs

needed to be prioritised to promote sustainable
and inclusive growth. Focus on public investment
in Auman capital 15 reguired to be enhanced 1o
bring social changes in the desired direction. In
order to reap the advantages of demographi
dividend, It |5 imperative to improve educational
standards, skilling the youth, empowering
women, providing sffordable healthcare to all
and enhance |ab opporfunities n & big way
Above all, uplifting of socially and economically
backward sections of the society is of paramount
importance for bridging the gulf between the so
called more privileged and less privileged groups
It is earnestly hoped that & series of schemes In
place for income and employment generation by
promoting entrepreneurship will pave the way
for attaining the goal of sustainable growth with
social justice in the country

{The outhor & Associobte Professor of
Fconomics, Govt, College fukhofo District Bilosgpr
Email: hsharmabip@gmail.com, Views expressed
are persanal)
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Sustainable Solid and Liquid Waste Management

Avinash Mishra and Privanka Anand

he ovemmen af Indie hos lunched @ pamber of mitabives for ethoeent oed systomable manogemael of wwite o 1he (oeatry
Ihe Yworhh Fharet Mosven wes lnenched to elimemate open delecahion, improwe cleanfiness ond eradicnte manuel scavenging
twachhatn i Sews compaign: ove heing orgonived of regeler imtervals o the coeniry 1o sprecd owareness aboit efhoies

||mrl1‘1|:|tmtu.| of woile nenlig the masset

ppid economic growth has been
instrumental in reducing poverty and
unemployment across the world along
with a significant improvement in
standards offiving. There hasalso been a substantial
intrease in global economic output coupled
with & wider availability of goods and services o
consumers, However, a hipher economic prowth
has also resulted in an unexpected increase in the
pace of industrialisation and urbanisation, a trend
witnessed in majority of the countries as they
mowe up the economic ladder. Fifty five percent
of the global population currently lives in urban
areas and this is expected o Increase to sixty kgl
percent by 2050°. A higher urban population has
resulted in an unprecedented increase In wasie
generation in recent years. In 2016, the world’s
cities penerated two billion tonnes of municipal
solid waste, which is projected to increase to 3.4
billion tonnes by year 2050°.

Such a gigantic quantity of waste is a threat
to the global ecosystem, which is already reeling
under the adwerse effects of climate change
india, oo, has witnessed an
unparalleled increase in  the
pace of urbanisation in the
recent decades due to large scale
rural-urban migration. Around
400 million people living in
India’s urban areas penerate 62
millipn tonnes of municipal solid
waste annually’. The existing
infrastruciure 5  inadequale
to provide civic amenities to
all wrban residents, which has
consequently resulted in uneven
urban development and also
impeded the process of efficient
colbection and disposal of waste
im cities. |1 = appalling that eighty
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percent of this waste is disposed of at dump yaros
in an unhygienic and unscientific manner by the
miunicipal authorithes!

improper discharge of waste has sewvere
social and erwironmental implications. The
World Health Organisation {(WHO) has ocbserved
that 22 types of diseases are associated with
improper management of municipal solid waste’
This leads to formation of leachate in the pround
and contaminates the proundwater, which
subseguently accentuates the water crisis in the
country. Untreated sewage results in agricultural
contaminaticn, emironmental degradation
and a plethora of diseases such as Cholera,
Typhoid, Hepatitis A, Dysentry, Schistosomiatis,
amaong others. Apart from this, the waste sechor
contributed to four percent of India® total GHG
emission in year 2015°. Improper managemenl
of waste also disproportionately affects poores
communities living in Slums and areas nearer 1o
landfills and dumpsites. Milllons of waste pickers
are daily exposed 1o harardous substances

which seriously impacis their health and life
EXpECtancy
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Againsl this backdrop, the Government of

India has launched a number of initiatives for
efficient and sustainable mansgement of waste
I the country. Same of these Inltlative: are as
follows:

1

The Swachh Bharat Mission [S8M) was
launchedin 2014 toeliminate open defecation,
improve  cleanliness, eradicate  manual
scavenging, establish modern and scientific
management of municipal solid waste and
hence achieve unversal sanitation coverage
in the country. The initfative kas two thrust
areas - SBM (Urban} and SBM {Rural}

& number of workshops have been conducted
for Urban Local bodies (ULBs) by National
institute of Urban Affairs as part of the
capacity bullding programme under SBM.
The purpose is to enable ULB officials to
understand solid waste management rules and
recognise issues, challenges and constraints
in waste management. In addition, sessions
have been conducted on Swachh Survekshan,
Open Defecation Free (ODF} and Faecal
Siudge Management (CDF++) protocols; Star
Rating of Garbage Free Cities and mandatory
requirementsfor actessing SBM funds from the
Central and State government excheguers”

The Government of India also revamped the
Municipal Solid Wastes (Management and
Handling} Aules 2000 and notified the new
Solid Waste Management Rules in 2016,
The new Rules stipulate that all ULBs are
responsible for proper collection, storage,
trapsportation, processing and disposal of
municipal waste and deciding a time-frame
for setting up of solid waste management
faciiities. Responsibilities of waste generatars
have also been introduced to segragate waste
into three streams wet, dry and domestic
harardous wastes,

Swachh Survekshan 14 an annual survey of
cleanliness conducted by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs to-foster a spirit
of healthy competition amongst towns and
cities and Lo improve service dellwery to
their citizens. It is touted to be the largest
cleanliness survey In the worid, The First
survey was conducted in 2006 and covered 73
cities and by 2020, the number of cities under
the survey increased to 4,242 cities®, As per

the 2020 Survey, Indore was adjudged the
cleanest city In India;, followed by Surat and

Mawi Mumbai,

Swachbata Hi Séwa camipdigns are organised
al regular imtervals in the country 10 spread
awareness  about efficliemt  management
of waste among the masses. A number of
ectivities like cleaniiness drives, essay and
poster making competitions, swachhta pledge
drives, otc., are organised in schools, colleges
and government offices unddr this campaign.
Swachhta Pakhwadas are alsc organized
in different parts of Indla 1o ensure mass
participation of citizens incleanliness activities
end to transtorm Swachh Bharat Mission into
a citlzen’s movement, In addition to thess,
government launched the Waste Segregation
campaign in 2017 to spresd awareness about

the importance of waste segregation at
FOUrce,

The Ministry of Urban Development launched
the ‘Compost Banao, Compast Apnac’ schemae
to convert biodegradable waste into compost,
which can be used as fertiliser for agricultural
production. Under this scheme, Resident
Welfare Associations receive a government
grant for purchase of & compost making
maching,

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
iz promoting Waste-1o-Energy [WTE]
technologies: to penerate  energy  from
agricultural, industrial and urban wasles
of renewable rature such as municipal
solid  wastes, vegetable market wastes,
slaughteriouse waste, agricultural residues
end industrial/STP wastes and effluents. The
total estimated energy generation potential
from wrban and Industrizl arganic wasta in
India is approximately 5,630 MW, Hence, WTE
is an excellent alternative to non-renewable
sources of energy. To facilitate geographical
mapping af waste availability and its energy
Eeneration potential across India, GIS Based
Waste Mapping Tool has also been developed
under the MNRE-GEF-LNIDO project

The Gobardhan scheme was launched under
swachh Bharat Mission (Rural] to convert
bicdegradakble waste, such as cattle wasta,
kitchen leftovers, crop residue and market
waste into biogas, to be used for domestic or
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Industrial purposesin rural areas. Bio-slurry, &
by-product of the biogas production process,
5 converted lnto organic manure and can be
sold to farmers.. The initistive = expected
o provide immense benefits to villagers in
terms of cleanliness, avallability of clean fusl
and promotion of organic farming.

9. In addition fo sbove-mentioned initiatives,
Gavernment of India launched the lal leevan
Mission (Urbian) in Budget 2021 to snsure
universal water supply in all 4,378 Urban
Local Bodies and lguid waste manzgement
im SO0 AMRUT cities. The Missian will be
implamented aver & years, with an outlay of
Rs. 287,000 crores. Alsg, the Swachh Bharat
Miszion Urban 2.0 was aanounced with a total
financial allocation af Rs. 1,41,678 crores aver
a period of 5 years from 20Z1-2026.

The various government interventicns under
the Swachh Bharat Mission have achieved great
suctess since the campaign was |sunched. Under
S5BM[U], 96 percent wards practice 100 percent
doar to- door collection, while 75 parcent wards
practice segrogation at sourca™. Al the time of
launch of the Swachh Bharat Mission, the combined
waste treatment capacity acrobs processes such
a5 composting, bio-methanation, and Waste 1o
Energy plants was 95,00,000 tennes per annum
{TPA), However, post the Swachhta campaign,
the functional capacity across various processes
increased 1o 238, 00,000 TRA',

Citles like Durg and Ambikapur have achieved
i) percent door-to-door collection of waste
through mass awareness campalgns, segregation
of waste at source and availability of necessary
Infrastructure. Also, a. nuimber of employment
apportenities have been provided t0 various
informal workers in this sector Throwgh sustained
efforts, these cities have become free of dustbins,
dumpyards and landfills",

Bengaluru has set up a strong system backed
by technology to address the problem of waste
generated by Bulk Waste Generators, Every BWEG
in Bengaluru is required to register an an onling
portal "BG Met”, where all Information of the
Bulk Waste Generators such as the guantity of
waste produced, method for an-slte composting,
gtc. [s recorded. BWGs have to carry out In sity
management of organic waste and hand over
dry waste, electronic waste and sanitary waste
separately to Brubat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike

Lurukshetrs W Coiober 2001

{BBMP) empaneied contractors. To incentivise the
BWiGs, a rebate of 50 percent of the SWM cess is
provided™,

Puna has presented a decentralised madel
of waste management which is also - socially
relevant and inclusive In nature. Pune Municlpal
Corporation [PMC) has signed a contract worth
Rs.3.87 Cr. |per year), for a period of & years with
a co-pperative soclety SWaCH to carry out waste
collection, segregation and composting activities.
The rag-pickers are now formally  integrated
inta the system and have an average sarning of
Rs. 12-15,000 per month',

A number of best practices in liguid waste
management are also being followed in certain
States, The State of Maharashtra Introduced a
policy of reusing treated waste water for cooling
thermal power plants, serving industnal estates
angd seryvicing other non-potable purposes. in
2017, Gujarat has also launched its waste water
treatment and revse policy in 2018, with the aim
of increasing reuse of its treated waste water and
reducing dependence on lreshwiter resources, In
addition to this, Faecal Sludge Treatment Plants
(F5TPs) are also being run In the country, ke in
Devanahalli, Karnataka, through funding from Bill
and Melindz Gates Foundation and Consortigm
for Decentralised Wastewater Treatment Systems
(DEWATS) Dissemination (CDO) Sociemy,

taken up by individuals and non-government
organisations in Indla to contribute to efficlent
waste management. Greensole |5 an ofganisation
which collects discarded footwear in Navi Mumbai
and réfurbishes them to provide recyeled footiwear
to the lesser privileged sections of society. The
entity provided bims to all major societies In
the NMMC area and also provided an on-call
collection service for collection of footwear In
barehy 2 months, 25 tonnes of waste was collected
fram citizens in the form of footwear and maore
than 5000 people were supplied with refurbished
footwear products'®,

Theabove mentioned schemeas andinitiatives
arg faudabie and have contributed significantly
towards a cleaner India, However, there is still a
considerable gap in generation and processing of
polid and llguld waste in the country,

As can be seen from the chart, the State
af Maharashtra generates the highest quantity
of municipal solid waste followed by LUttar
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Pradesh, Tamil Madu, Delhl and Gujarat. However,
Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh and Telangana process

significant guantities of waste

The state wise Eeneration bk lguid wWasie is a5

follows

Around 72,000 million litres of . sewage s
genefated in India on a daily basis but installed
capacity exists for only 32,000 milllon itres and cwt
of which, only 20 000 milllon litres is treated™, In
a nutshell, only 28 percent of sewage genarated in
India s actually treated on a dally Basls.

The States of Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Madu, West Benpal and Gujarat generate
the highest quantities of sewage In the country
Chandigarh treats 100 percent of its sewage while
}elhi, Punjab and Haryana also treat a significant
lquidd waste. Even though the
number of operational sewage treatmeant plants
doubled from 522 in year 2014 to 1093 in year
2020¢ treatment and installed capacity of sewage
in the country remalns way below the requisite

portion ol Thedr

levels, Operation and maintenance of existing
sewage treatment plants and sewage pumplhg
stations across the country i not satisfactory
sewage treatment plants do not confarm
to the general standards prescribed under the
Environmantal [Protection) Rules for discharge into
streams 25 per the CPCB' survey report™. Auxiliary
bhack-up fagility Iz also & prereguisite fos

Al

PR
functioning of intermediate [IP5) and main pumping
stations (MP5) al all the 5TPs. Conseguenthy, the
pxisting treatment capacity remains underutitised

(46)

and 2 lot of sewage |5 discharged
withoul treatment

|'|‘I|'|:J|-':'| sWh Bules 2016 had
||||:l'.'|-::||;'|| detalled Buigetings 1o LILBs
£ '_-1_"|||'||-: Up Wasle processing and
disposa identiication of
sanitary landfil sites, and improvement
of existing dumpsites; a
number of Urban Lacal Bodies could
not comply with these due to & nomber
af reasons ke inabllity of municipalities
(%] |r'||_:-|r_-|||4_-r|I, wasle segriegabion,
inadequate institutipnal and financial
means o implement waste processing
and Back of acceds 1o sophisticated and
#ificient technolagies. Howewvar, paucity
of funds is the prime reason that has
discouraged ULBS from engaging in
efficient waste management till now
and this is whers Public Private Partnerships can play
& crucial e

facilities,

significant

Howewer, the concept of PPFs in waskte
management is not new ta India, Cities like Nagpur
gnd Indore have suecotsfully reped B orndale
players for efficient management of solid and liguid
wsazte in their cities. In Indore, a private company
has invested T30 crores under the Public-Private
Farknership (FEP] model
premium from [t !:I.'l\.:-'-ll' ta the Indore Municipal
Lorporation (IMC) The ciwic body has also been
producing compost and bio-CHG fuel from wel
waste. Lonstruction and demolifion waste is belng
turned intg bricks, tiles and other stuflf, which
fetches the chvic body £2.5 crore annually

ine  pays ¥1.51 erore

Nagpul Municipal Corporation  [NMC)
haz privatised colleciion and transporiation of
sofid waste. The NMC also started processing
legacy waste along ‘with some fresh waste using
bioremediation/blo-mining technology at  the
existing dumpsice. In May 2007, NMC sighed a
contract for the development of a Waste-to-
Energy faciiity of BOO TPD at the Bhandewad|
dumpsite. M/s. Essel Infra Projects Ltd. Mumbal
and Hitachi Zosen India (V) have been selected
at concessionaires hor the project. The project i
bazed on mass burn incineration technology and is
11.5 MW of electricity®

gipected to generale

||'|d‘|u|.}i"l PEP models 1n waske managemeant
offer & |::-|--|||-..-r'.. gl Bemnefls to ULEs and cifizens,
onky a handful of civic bodies were successful In
partnernng with private Fallure of the

Tipoing: Fee  model, noeavailability of  funds,

mlayer
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Invahvement of multple contractoss,
skewsed waste management contracts
and tack of integration in the: waste
value chaln are some of the factors
which did not svince interest among
private players, However, involvement
of the private sector i5 essential to
accountability . and  ensure
sOequate provesion alf Quality semvioes
as the former canm fill the huge gap In
the sectar in terms ol availzhility of
technological selection and Hnancial
rEsOUTCRS.

Improve

Amidst this backdrop, MNITI
Aavog introduced the concept of
Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) to
promata Public Private Partnerships
Mode| Concession
SEresments to facllitate LULBs In the waste
management process. Under HAM, capital
expenditure |5 shared solely by the Urban Local
Body while the operational expenditure s shared
oy both private players and the civic bodies

3 prepar &

Under Solid Waste HAM, the concessienalne
wiould be resoonsible for bio-remediation of
gpacy waste; settingup ol wastetreatment plants
nrimary anc u‘-l'--:‘:ft-"d.‘lr",'-:'l'.-' entlon; transportation,
processing and disposal of solld waste
disposal of processed waste, by-products and
recycled items and operation and malntensnce
aof the project. Under the Liguid Waste HAM,
the concessionare would be responsible for
construction of Sewage Treatment Plants {STPs),
rapcal Sludge Treatmemnt Plants (FSTPs], door
to door collection and transportation ot faecal
sludge and sale/disposal of processed waste and
by-products and recycled items, Revenue arlsing
from sale of recycled products would be collected
oy the concessiongdire and shared wilh 1he civic
bogy. The conmcessionaire waould also coliect
gser fess fram rhe citizens 1o meet aparational
expenses of the project

. =]
saley

The Hybrid Annuity Model offers 3 plethora
of benefits to both civie bodies and private
players, The Model Concession
[MCAs] provide government guaranteetalending
institutions which makes a project bankable. In
addition, the private partner can raise funds
from multilateral agencies. Mareover, the entire
wasta value chain gets covered inthe new maodel
which obviates the need of hiring multiple

Agresments
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contractors for independent components of
waste manzgement. The concessionalre also
has the liberty to sefect any state-of-the-arl
technology within the ambit of environmenta
laws, The model encompasses (ntegrated
management of waste across the entire waste
'.|'|I|I|I_' II":]II' by LI CEPENE 5% D LIITI_'.I';;_IFI'_.ET:_I.,JTII

Countries lke South Karea and Malaysia hove
one af the most efficient waste  management
systems across the world. In South Eorea, most
municigalities have entrustod parts of their
responsibility to private companies with a short
of fong-term contract, In adoition, the country
implemented a volume-based waste Tee system in
late 19840s which helpsd in reduction of municipal
solid waste generation froemy 3006 milllimon et
tonned i 1990 1o £9.3 milhon metric tonnes in
2016 Landfill and inclneration rates have alsc
decreased dramatically from 94 percent in 1990
to 38 percent in 20016, With goverpment support,
the world's first landfill-powered hydrogen plant
wias bullt in 2011, and currently aver &0 percent
of new and renewable energy Is produced from
waste, South Korea s mow the country with the
second-highest recycling rate In the warld (60%]
aAlLaf I.'_-Er'rr'..||1',,l"‘

In Malaysia®, the concept of Waste Eco
Park (WEP) was introduced to centralise recycling
companies from various industries ovnder the
same |ocation, Companies which develop WEP
with a minimum investment of HMS0 millian
are considered for income tax exemption of 70
parcent aver the period 20L6-2025 on income
derived frem the rental of bulldings, fees from
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usage of waste collection and wastewater
treatment facility located in the Park.

From the above Instances, we pget to
know how innovative ideas and solutions can
sensitise people and bring a paradigm shift in
their behaviour towards waste minimisation,
Community awareness and particlpation can go a
long way in réducing the quantum of waste and
save the planet from further degradation.

Efficient waste management helps
in attaining the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). SDG 11 focuses on inclusive

and zustainable wrbanisation in all countries
while SDG 12 focuses on ensuring responsible
censumption and production patterns across the
world to minimise waste generation. The 3 Rs-
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle minimise the use and
cansumption of resources on the planet and help
in achieving the goal of circular economy,

In the words of Mahatma Gandhi-a strong
country can only be built on the shoulders of
cleanliness, He believed that cleanlingss is next
only to godiiness and made sanitation an integral
part of the Gandhian way of ving.

Considering the fact that waste generation
in Indi@ is projected o Increase to 165 millian
tonnes by 2031% there js an urgent need to
start working towards efficient and sustainable
management of liquid and solid waste In the
country. This eventually reguires a concertad
affort by gowernments, wrban |ocal bodies,
private sector, nan-government organizations
and citizens acrass the country.
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Education as Driver of Rural Transformation

Rajiv Theodore

he samanie ol transibon o orerel sooety BIEEOID pestingensndonce wro sugoesis thal the proge ul plammed

develnmmean) hoy shognd o new roral seiiety whe glmyy @ key ot fendomeEntal molte The chongus s Iniia hiw

braught about o proceis of rapid socied restrucluration, |1 is beoding to & Bregkdown in the sagmentary mods of ool thong

ot resulted in the s of the new migdhe chass to power. [here hos been mosoive ose ol Gdence ana fecmokogy m ogricutter

R eatly morning Imagery of a paasant Thie belief has gained ground that education
pulling a pfough is fast giving Way to 3 will be the road cut of a scrimped and precarious

new rural vignette of villaee children in livelihood orythe tarme Inspired By thit hape rural

unitorms walking o schools in flocks children hawve flocksd bto schools. Maost ol them
Even in 2001 & litkle ower 25 parcent of all rural are Tirst-generation learners, It |5 ke 8 huge social
| H-pEar-oids were attending sthools. *he rest exneriment in whick rural parents across the iand
having dropped out earlier. By 2014, the share of have invested heavily, letting the hildren Study

1&8=year-aids In schools and colleges had gane up well ODEyono The age when they had themselves

o 70 percent, Taday, there i rapldly Fising trend jr.n'..-:i_" the workforce. Education i fundamental 1a

+f education in rural India as the wind of change development and growth. The human mind make:
1% SWESDINE Indiz's landscape with youngsters far |.'.|'_".=.E|.":|-.' Al dOewsiopment FChizvements fram

sUrpasSInE thesr parenl ion health advances and agricultural nnovations 1o

efficient public administration and private sector

Larger number of individuals in the age group 1 . " ;
B% E f growth. For countries (o reap these henelits fully

of 14-18 years, opting 1o rnemain in the educational
system ks heartening, a5 girls have closed the gap

with boys in rural areas; at ARE L4, Wi percent-of

they need to unleash the potential of the human
mind. And there is no better toal for doing so than

education

pirls and 9% peércent of boys are enrolled in school

by age 18, 6B percent of girls and 73 percent of The scemario of transfion in rural soCiety

By are stll |6 school, a wholesome mprovement "!:-I:"-::'-':”'r' n ihe past-ingepsEndence ara UEEESLY
n the proporions of & generation sarllss. Modern that the process of planned development has

BEAROT 'F:I;_:-.-'.'_|I has little raom for oe :[.;-!" '."r'lll'l .\:_--.JI'_II.:"_‘I d MW rura l_.'_'.-_l'_-l'.|| where egucatian i |.|.|_|

rudimentady skills and ow education levels, The a key snd fundamental rale. The -il-'.'_-!'.': M fura
age of assemblv-line oroduction has given way to India have hr-.':-_:,.:;l‘r about @8 process of rapid social
new technolagies consisting af rrrr||~:|.1'.'l- roreEsses restructuration. |t is leadi B iboad breakdown in the

rEguiring a better tramed workforc segmentary mode of social change, It has resulted
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in the fize of the new middle class to power. There
has been masslve use of sclence and technology
in agriculture, The green revolution signifies not
merely graowth n agricuitural production but alsa
the use of new technology and social relationships
m the production process. Substantial changes In
values and beliefs are also taking place in rural
India, These developments make the new phase
of changes in rural economy and society a distinct
process. A new interaction among technology,
social relationship and culture 5 now taking place
In the rural society.

Rural soclal transformation signifies 3 major
shift In rural formation. Transformation in the
rural context denotes the successhie changlng
patterns concejved in the rural set, in [ts structure,
fact, form and character, both in positive - and
negative direction. In soclology, the concept of
rural transformation has been interpreted a5 a
concrete process of restructuring in rural society.
Moted sociologist, Yogendra Singh writes that the
pace of social restruckuration, the emergence of
new classes and decling of traditional cultural
institutions exemplity the phenomenon  of
contemparary transformation In rural India.

Innovation has been a potent policy tool
for addressing the structural problems that
characterise  poverty In marginalised rural
communities, In what ways are gavernments
i developing counfries involved In supporting
innovation to achieve inclusive development
phjectives? The gavernment support coupled with
greater participation of local community membears
in the planning and implementation of innovative
projects proved to produce greater potential for
suyccess. The conptributions alse emphasise the
pivotal role that the state must play in supporting
local capability bullding and bridging knowledge
gaps between innovation producers and rural user
communities, |n order 1o facllitate local absorption
of external technelogical salutions.

Putting in perspective, India is aiming for a
LSS 5 trillion economy-and is fast racing to be
the third-largest market after the US and China.
That's a big leap, considering that il we rewind to
1980, when [t was [ust 2 US55 190 billlon financial
system at the 13" position in the waorld ranking.
Conjoined with one of the youngest demographics

and a burgeoning middle-class sociaty, this

race, however, puts India’s high-octane growth
through seéveral challenges. The  government

Ga)

lsunched Samagra Shiksha-an Integrated Scheme
far school education, w.e.f. 2018-19, which is an
pverarching programme for the school education
sector extending from pre-school to class Xl and
aime to ensure inclusive and eguitable guality
education at all levels of school education. It
envisages the 'school” as a continuum from pre-
schoal, primary, upper primary, secondary to
senior secandary levels and subsumes the throa
erstwhile centrally sponsored schemes i, Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan [55A), Rashtriva Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhivan (RMSA) and Teacher Education
[TE)

One of the most important factors for the
growth of the Indian economy hinges on rural
changes, especially its socip-economic structure.
Agriculture contributes nearly one-filthofthe gross
domestic product in India In order to increase
the growth of agriculture, the Goverpment has
planned several programmes pertaining to rural
deveiopment in India. This is where education
plays a role, It s fundamental o developmant
and growtn

Education im rural India iz a catalyst to
improve the economic and social wall-being
pf the nation. According to the Annual State of
Education Report [ASER) 2019, only 16 percent of
children in Class 1 in 26 surveyved rural districts
in India, can read the text at the prescribed level,
while almost 40 percept annot even recognise
letters, To achigve the dream of Skilled India,
there has to be an enhanced focus on upgrading
the rural education systeém. The advent of the
latest technology, industrialisation, and the need
for skilled manpower across industries makes it all
important mow to invest in the education sector
to shape the future workforce. The disruption
of education caused by COVID-19 has adversely
impacted rural India wherein children could not
cope up with the new normal, owing to lack of
adequate dightal infrastructural support. There
is a nead to pravide a holistic solution 1o ensure
guality education at the grassroot level,

Rural communities that are supported by
a4 comprahensive education system allow their
miembers tabuild their knowlsdge capatity, helping
them cope with changing dynamics and make
maore informed decisions. Prioritising education
can encourage them to actively participate in
the gconomic and cultural development of thair
communities, This further leads to sustained rural
development, a better quality oflife, and improved
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personal development. 'With the knowiledge and
power of education, these communities can
flourish, There |s a discernible gap between the
rurgl and urban education system for which rural
children face many difficulties.

According to the Annual 5tate Education
Report survey, two-thirds of rural children in
india reported that they did not receive leaming
materials or activities at all during the period of the
pandemic. Additionally, one in three children had
no tearning activity during this time. Lack of tools,
inadequate number of schools and infrastructure,
financial burdens and low digital literacy hinder
them from receiving the schooling they desire,
Gender also plays a role In the education of rural
children with high rates of withd rawal from school
amang glrls, Communities must be made aware of
and encouraged to adopt gender-free education
systems built on the foundations of eguality and
guality.

The Gowvernment has orought out Holistic
educational programmes such as DIKSHA or
SWaYAM that enhance educational opportunities
for children through digital learning tools and
content, Though this made huge strides, the Indian
education system, especially inruralareas, requires
impactful policies and programmes that focus
on providing vital infrastructure that can enable
continpous education for its members. While the
government has provided continuous support,
there s required intervention by community
stakeholders such as corporate trusts, who can
croate a posithie impact on these communities.
The right education can only be achieved from the
right Infrastructure. Corporates play an integral
role in supporting government schools with smart
learning facilities and better infrastructure which
in turn will encourage students to take interest in
education and enable 3 change in mindset. Halistic
educational growth can provide the much needed
economic and =oclal progress, India regulres to
grow [n the global arena.

Educating communities means developing
schools and educating children and leaders, By
doing sa, rural communities will l=ad to a healthier
and more sustainable future. The education system
in rural communities has the appartunity to build
capacity and knowledge in the rural populace,
halping them to make Informed decisions about
their farms and to innovate in agricultural affairs,
Education also exposes them to information and
helps prevent the misinterpretation af information,

Kurukshotrs B October 2021

Education can lead to many positive outcaomes,
such as an improved-zbility to understand pollcies,
procedures, rights, duties, governmani schemes,
legisiation, available benefits, and protection
laws,

it [& Important to wunderstand the need for
good quality education in rural areas, as it helps to
keep rural areas populated. Young people move (o
urban areas for better opportunities in education
and employment, improved rural education isone
passible strategy for kesping them earning In
rural areas, It was recently documented that 69
percent of [ndia's population Fives In rural areas
Quality education is-a pertinent toal fer enhancing
quality of life, creating awareness and capability,
increasing freedom, and improving overall holistic
human development for the pecple and the
nation, Educatlon |s consldered a vital alemeant
in the development of a society, a system, and 2
country and a8 well-supported, easily accessible
education system i5 an efficient means to make
people  ecancomically conscious, and thereby,
make them actively participate in thelr economic
prosperity and cultural develapment.

Wornen and Education

Education can create difference in the lives of
children from underprivileged rural backgrounds
it transfarms lives of people by driving a deep
impact not only on the individuals but their
families and communities as well, Education can
be a catalytic force that allows women to break
stereotypes and barriers of deep-rooted gender
bias and ineguality as well as empower them to
create awareness about women rights, health and
hygiene, Education of wormen s the most powerful
tool to change their position in society especially
in rural areas a3 It reduces In inequalitiss and
functions as a means of impraoving their status
within the family and develops the concept of
participation. Empowerment can be viewed
as a means of creating a social environment in
which one can make decisions and make cholces
either individually or collectively for soclal
transformation. It strengthens the innaie ability
by way ol acguiring knowledge, power and
experience. Empowering women has become the
focus of considerable discussion and attention all
aver the world, In an economy still coming to grips
with and recuperating from a global pandéemie,
it 5 even more important, today, (o recognise
the role that women are playlng and have the
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potantial to play when it comes 1o leading their
families, communities, and the nation.

Conclusion

Far the large majorlty of the population
Iiing inrural areas, education iz highly dependent
on government=-run o aided schools and non-
governmental organisations, But rural areas sgill
face warious barriers thaet difectly Impact the
country’s literacy rate. The National Education
Policy 2020 emphasises digital learning as an
altarnative to the conventional classroom model
but implementing this in rural India will face some
challenges.

Financial issues: To start with, meagro
incomes lead to education taking a backseat,
Parents tend to see education as an expense rather
than an investment. They would rather have the
children work and earn. When it comes to higher
education, lzck of good institutions close by leads
to students have to ook ak shifting to clties, which
adds to thelr expenses, This leads to low rates of
enroiment and higher dropout rates.

® Lack of Guidance: Students in smaller regions
have great potentisl and are motivated to
study but lack right mentaring: This is requirad
not just for the children but also for their
parents.

# Lack of Infrastructure and Faculty: Children
have limited or no 2ccess to basic learning tools
such as well-equipped classrooms, computers,
labs, playgrounds, amang other things, Oftén,
the teachers are not gualified or do not turn
up, leading to a poor quality of edudaticn, This
also leads to low morale among students to
aftend school.

® Gender Inequality: In some places, girls are
not allowed togo to school. Or ifallowed, it is
only upta @ certain age. They are not allowed
ta move out of their hometown far higher
education or batter jokbs

While™ most of these areas need
transformative changes, which will tale time,
technology con help drive [t Faster With the
incregased wse of smartphones in orural  areas,
g-learning platforms can be accessed easily. Many
are also affordable. This new way of learning can
be made attractive to children, Courses from the
best educators, e-libraries for research material
and teachers will all be avzilable In.an instant
Visinerabilities such as lack of availability of quality

&)

cantent and tralning mechanisms can be addressed.
In these unprécedented times; the integration of
technelogy with education holds great promise.

It Is pertinent to note herd, the numerous
e-learning platforms that are using crowd-sourced
educational materials where knowledge seekers
can connect to a pool of knowledge providers,
with the internet sérving as an intermediary. This
crowd-sourced knowledge base of the intermet
can effect positive change in communities by
allowing peopte to connect and  experiance
unifarm knowledge exchange. Somial interactions
wia technologhos allow people to raise guestions,
share knowledge, ideas and discover human skills
regardiess of hisrarchy. At its heart, the disparity
of educational guality between rural and urban
areasisdue to unegual access to quality learning in
its traditional form, This problem can be addressed
by utilising the massive potential of the internet
and cyber knowledge resources. Synchronous
and blended [nitiatives have the potential to
supplement  traditional teaching methods and
there are examples In the Indian context as well,
such as Vedantu, Vidyaloka, NeiConnect and
many more.

The problem of shortage of guatity teachers
in rural areas can be solved by accessing online
teachers: from urban areas using e-learning. The
trending 'smart classrooms’ supported by MNCs
aim at improving learning ouicomes among
affluent urban schoolchiidren. On the contrary,
these onlineg Initiathves at & relatively lower cost
pioneered by social entrepreneurs can spread
'smarl chasstooms’ o remole rural areas. Our
wision, as a society, should be to promote a level of
ubiguitous intermet presence and Infrastructural
support that enables any individual with an
internet connection to tap into the vast armay of
resources that have been curated by collective
effort. Only then can we truly hope to utilise the
fell extent of the benefits accruing due to the
digital revolution.

To drive home the point again, education
plays a critical role in rural development, as it
is & key Factor in developing the people of the
rural area, the community, and the land itself,
With gducation, there s always a bright Tuture in
store for rural communities. Raising the quality
of education In rural sshoals Is essential, and a
nationwide dialogue s necessary for charting
the way ahead. Business-as-usual will not flx the
problem. Privatising the government system is not
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a viable solutlon, elther. The market {or education
performs poorly in situations where information
flavws are sparse and competition |5 limited or non-
existent. Private rural schools perform no better
than public rural schools In terms. of learning
outcomes,

There are few rewards for being a good
teacher and few punishments for being a carelfess
ang. That is because of faulty designs which need
to be repaired or replaced with more effective
and accounfable povernance systems, What is
currently & highly regimented and top-down
gystem In Indla needs to give way to another in
which teachers are innovative In the classroom
and parents are involved as co-decision makers
Notewaorthy smaller-scale innovations developed
by 5taEte governments and
ofgamizations provide indication of the larger
potential of socletal Innovation. These refarm
efforts should serve as the starting points for
3 Broader dand |ncreasingly public
conversation

non-government

essential

In thie long term, education in a rural setting
should be focused on making rural peaple
fesponsible tor their participation in the hallowing
elements of rural develapment

s  Employment and Income Opportunities:
Imcreasing the quality of education in rural
areas can signiticantly impact the develapment
of employment opportunities. Studies have
shown that the availability of skilled |abour,
transportation infrastructure, andlocal markets
gre prime factors in selecting & community for
an mdustrial placement

& [ncreass in Productivity of Rural Labour Force

Education ¢an improve labour productivity in
rural areas, increasing the wealth of a regior

or ared
# Education Develops Leadershipz With
education, individuals gain confldence,
knowledge, skills, and experience all

factors that increase an individoals ability
tip effectively and efficiently Iead 3 group of
people towards success. Education helps to
identify and develop thobe leaders In our
communities who will battle apainst low
guality education, and poverty, leading 1o a
successful end strong community

(The outhor s o senigr journolist. Email
rajivtheodore@gmall.com,. Views expressed ore
peErsonal)
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Promoting Tribal Entrepreneurship: Towards
a Holistic Strategy

Partha Pratim Sahu

Proghaos Marli

Uen Dhain Yojena (PRYUYE & 0 market-linked Eebreprameurship Dowslopmant Progromme fei forming
tluster ol tribel Salf Help Grooss {'_'-HL-,'.:l el =.|||§||g'|'||n g them into Tribal Produine fl!ll'-||:||'|:-'. Ihora 15 on aleharata
ard sy ifematic biatifutienal fromewek o suppor anterprise devolopment across sacigl groups. Therk ors multiple Cenbral
Govarnmant mimiviries such oy Menistry of Micra, Smoll ond Medium Enferprises (MSME) ond Minisiry ol Shill Developmend
ond Estrapronmorship (MADE), Stote Government dogoriment and agencees; loomal bnasood institetions, fraimmg ol tapouly
ey eldpmant insiabiany, mcihallan cantbed dail 18 g0 reypon cthie B dncku sive s sustoinoble amtedpilse jomatean

n last few wyears, there have been
considerable effarts both by central
and state govermments to achieve
faster, Inclusive and sustalnable
growth. But some zections of the society are
still either being lett out of or not bemg ablé
o galp adeguately from the growth process
leading to growing inecualities between and
within rural and urban areas and as well as
adcross soclal greup [dentities. Few socially and
cconamically dizadvantageous communities
ciuch g% 5Ts suffer various torms of discrimination
while accessing resources Incluging land and
capitalfcredit, job, health, education, housing,
basic amenities and other public services, But
to mitigate this discrimination, in addition to
conatitutionsl provisions, there are serias of
imitiatives, preferentlal treatments, protective
and afflrmative policies, The S5Ts-community 5 nal
a homoagenouws group and is diversely distributed
across Indian states, & part of this community
remote locations, deépending

alsg resides in

primarily an forest resources for their livelihood
Expanding their livellhood portfolios by creating
employment and entreprensurial avenues will be
crucial to mainstream them in larger development
dizcourse. Further, there |5 3 growing realisation
that the conditions of tribal community may

have warsén ifi thas |J.r."“|-;11:-"1||-;' ana '_:III':I':.'.‘:‘I:E.JII"_‘."“'T
lockdown. With a looming lvelthood crisls, johs
and Incomes may have bean kel GRITE many
from this community into paverty, This decade
will be decisive for us, becauss it is impafative 1o
bulld and work towards 2 sustainable, inclusive,
and resiliant growth for & better future of the
people and planct

Present Status and Challenges

s -per 2011 cenzus, 5T constifute: 8.60
percent at total population, These groups ara
migre cancentrated In rural areas and ofign live in
same af the poorest and most backward regions
aof the country, Including areas severely affacted
by Internal conflict and wiglence, 515 are. often
constrained tostart any new business due to limited
resources, inadeguate entreprepeurial ahilities
and lack of social networks and most of them #id
up In activities similar to their family/parental
business. Marketing obstacles further restrict
the possibility to start up 2 now venture and/or
scale up the existing ones, Limited participation in
buslness activities also obstructs the possibilities
of skill formation and upward mobility

A5 per latest available MNS50
survey data, during 2015-16, In
segmant, 5Ts owned only

EATerprsSes
CanEs
parcent of

FLral
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enterprises, Theyown 8.9, 8.4 and anly 5.0 percent
in manufacturing, trading and other services
respectively [Table 1) In & relatively bigger sized
enterprises, ie, establishment segment their
presence & even lowet, They own 4.5, 3.3 and
5.9 percent in manufacturing, trading and ather
services respectively. In urban areas, the share
of 5Ts owned enterprises are lower as comparad
to thelr rural counterparts even in same activity.
It is evident that 5Ts community not only own a
disproportionately low share a5 compared to
their population weight but also operate mostly
In tiny enterprises, e, CAMES. |t also shows that
this commaunity finds it difficult to start 3 small
and medium enterprises and scale up the existing
ones,

We also found that the STs community
operates in a very few industry groups largely
In  traditional industry pgroups with highly

labour-intensive production process. ST-owned
enterprises are concentrated in industry groups
such as retall trade, land transport, wearing
apparels, wood and wood products, beverages,
tobacco products and so on. In other words, their
presence in  capital-intensive/non-agro-based
industry groups s very negligible. This is becauss
to start or run enterprises in these sectors seams
to require a high degree of skill and training and
also large amount of investment. Even within
the same product ling, the 5T-owned enierprises
wire higher in rural areas as compared to urban
areas.. Over the years, the urban areas seem o
pose greater degreg of entry barriers For the
ST entrepreneurs. Both scale and locationel
attributes thus operate adversely for these groups
to participate In private business ecanomy, Why
5T antreprenaurs are not able to diversify their
business activities or why they are not able
to break away from parental or generational

Table 1; Percentage of enterprises owned by social group categories, 2015-16

Location/ Type of Enterprises/Sector No. of Units
[In Lakhs]
i 2
‘Rursl_DAES
Manufacturing 104:3 {36 .6
Trading actiwties 101.1 ¢35 5)
Other samnces To.4a{27.9]
All 2847 1100}
Rural_Ests.
Manufacturing 9.1{33.4}
Trading activities &.7024T)
Oiher saryces 11.4{41.9)
All 27.3(100)
Urban_0AEs
Manufacturing G2726.9)
Trading activities S2.0{359.4)
Chher services TH&33.7)
All 233.3{100)
Urban_Ests.
Manufacturing 19 4270
Trading activites 2E:4040.2)
Other seryvices 13.2(32.8)
All 70.8(100)

% of urhfplim owned by
5Ts $Cs OBCs Others
3 i 5 B
[ 168 826 237
B4 14.0 51.0 26,6
50 17.8 53.0 4.1
70 16.1 52.1 8
4.5 8.2 520 EL ]
33 53 476 438
58 10,7 5.7 32T
4.8 L] 5t 36.0
14 10.7 574 s
16 9.9 457 433
1.7 2.0 5.2 361
16 111 49.8 37.5
04 5% 47.6 459
0.6 8 76 55.0
13 50 455 4E.2
0.9 43 42.9 51.9

Note; ) Chags = Owre account enteTprises; £5a= Establishmants; il) Figures in the parentheses are porcentage distribation of
ertarprises across type of entenpeg, (i) Owrr-acoount Entarprize; An erterprise, which & run withowt drmy hired wioder Empheied
on a fairly megular bass?, b termed a5 an own account enterproe. Establishment: An entesprise which boemploving ot lesat one
hired worker on g fairfy regular bazit iz termed a5 gsfabhzshment. Paid or unpaid aporentices, pad koisehold mermbes seryant)
mesadent warker in an erterpase ane considered as hired workers. (v] Other servioes incluede transport, storege, [T, real BSEate sepicey,
financial sefrces, educatian, heslth, and athes commainity, social and personal 1ervioe achivithes. Sowree: Authort own eimpllaHan

haaed on K350, 2015
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entrepreneurship are questions that need further
probe.

The social group identity not only plays
g crucial role in participation but also in the
economic  performance of these enterprises.
Based on standard structural coetficients such as
per worker productivity, capital-labour ratio which
provide conslderable insights about the relative
efficiency ol enterprises, It has been observed
that 5T owned enterprises are cperating at very
low levels of returriz as compared to enterprises
owned by other social groups: In other words, in
terms.of relative efficiency, 5T-owned enterprises
do not perform better than those gwned and
managed by 505, OBCs and other social groups.
Therefore, to create a level playing field for 57
entreprengurs, It iy impartant to have an enabling
environment that nurtures businesses run by 5Ts
Community, Tosum up, we found that participation
of 575 In entrepreneurial landscape 15 of low order
and is limited to very few product lines. Howaver,
It is important to understand, besides soclal group
identity, what are the factors such as Institutional,
lechnological and marketing that hold back these
community to start @ new enterprise or scais up
the existing ones.

Palicies and Schemes

There is an elaborate and systematic
imstitutional framework to support  enterprise
developmentacrosssocial groups, Therearemultiple
Central Government ministries such as Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medlum Enterprises {MSME) and
Minisiry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE), State Government department and
agoncies, formal financial institutions, training
and capacity development instituions, incobation
centres and 5o on responsible for inclusive and
sustainable enterprise promotion, But we have not
yet witnessod any significant improvemant in tribal
entreprereurship. In many of these programmes;
a specific share of the total budget or total target
{rumber of beneficiary) Is exclusively earmarked
for 5Ts. At the state leval as well, many inittatives
are undertaken, such as providing free plots, loans
at subsidised interest rates, relaxations in lending
porms for term |lozns, providing free training
programmes ete. to empower the entreprensurs
from 5Ts communities, Big industry associatons
such as FICCIH C as o part of Corporate Social

8

Responsibifity [CS5R), have envisaged steps for
the creation of entreprensurs from 5Cs prd 5Ts
community. Thase include maintaining & database
aof entrepreneurs belonging to 5Cs and 5Ts,
mentaring them in quality control, productivity and
cost standards, ensuring greater acoess o capltal,
facilitating business partnership with entarprites
owned and promaoted by 5Cs and 575, collaborating
with SIDBE, NABARD for creation of entrepreneurs
from SCs and 57s communities and so an.

The Matlonal SC/5T Hub Scheme (NS5H)
implemented by the Ministry of MSMEsS aims
to promote SC/5T entrepreneurs and (mprove
thair participation In Government procurement
processes. It will hand-hold entreprensurs with
market access/linkage, monitoring, capacity
bullding, financial suppert schemes, and
industries best practices. This scheme provides
skill training, subsldy for procurement of plant and
machinery, subsidy for participation in domestic
and International trade fairs, reimbursement of
mambership fees of Export Promation Councils,
subsidy on registration fees under single point
registration fees of MSIC and 80 on. The public
procurement mandated four percent annual
procurement by Central Ministries/ Departments
and Public Sector Undertakings from  SC/5T
enterprises.

To specifically cater the needs of 57s
community, Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTa),
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
(MoSIEl and agencies working under these
minkstries [Le. The Tribal Cooperative Marketing
Development Federation of Indla (TRIFED], Tribal
Research Institutes [TRIs)| are also implementing
a large number of entrepreneurship development
programmes ard schemes. In Decemnber 2020, the
associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry
of India [ASSDCHAM) In association with the
Ministry of Tribal AFfairs announced the 'Tribal
Entreprenelrship  Development  Programme
ITEDP), with a targel to identify at least 350 tribal
artists and help. them expand thelr enterprises.
Under this programme, artisans will be identified
from all across the country engaged In Tribal
Textiles, Paintings and Wall art, Super foods,
Traditicnal Medicinal Plants and Products, and
Forest Produce. Need based skill and training will
be provided to improve the zkill-set based on the
area of their expertise and developing new designs
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for thelr products as per market demand. Skills
such &5 how to market thelr products on vanous
platforms, maintaining checks and balances,
better accounting practices for managing finances
would be imparted and emphasised upan,

Pradhan Mantri Van Dhan Yojana [PMVDOY]
by the MoTA i a2 market-linked Entrepreneurship
Development Programme for forming cluster of
trikal Self Help Groups [SHG:] and strengthening
them into Trikal Producer Companies. To address
the challenges of Inadequate financlal linkages
and market access; there are schemes such
asc Institutional Support for Development and
Marketing of Tribal Products/Produce, Marketing
of Mingr Forest Produce (MFP] through Minlmum
Support Price (MSP) and Development of Value
Chain for MFPE Tribes India E-Marketplace. MoTA
and Ministry of Food Processing Industries{ MaFPI ]
has been Implementing TREFQOD Scheme o
promote value addition to Minar Forest Produce
IMFP). Technological Interventions for Tribal
Empowerment (TITE] is @ grant-in-aid scheme of
thie Department Science and Technology (Q5T]
under Tribal Sub Plan. It aims st improving living
conditions and empowering scheduled tribes
based on sustainable science and technology (58
T) activitiesfapplicatian. Recently, 2 mentorship-
led entrepreneurship development programme

Box 1: Gaing Online As Leoders (GOAL)

- This programmo oims te provide mantership te
tribal youth through digital made;

« It support fribal youth and women ta help them
pequire shills and knowledge throegh mentarship
im worlout sectors Including horticalture, Food
processing, bee keeping, tribal ort and cwitere,
medicinal herbs efe.

It spurates through o meeting portal for menter
and mentes;

All selected benaficiories will get smariphanes
ond Internet occess [for one year) by Focebook
ord got connected with o designoted menfor te
get troining on Digitel Literacy, Life Skills and
Leodership and Entreprensurship:

The progrom will also treate aworeness omongst
tribal beneficiaries obout various schemes initioted
by Central and State Gevernments for welfare of
§Ts os well as their fundamental duties.

Ewrukshetra I October 2021

has been initiated by Ministry of Tribal Affairs
IMoTA} in partnership with Facebook to boost
entrepreneurship among  tribal youth [See
Box 1).

Variows state governments also implement
a large number of schemes and programmes to
promoteentrepreneurship among 5T communities,
For imstamce, the Gujarat Govt. sipnad an Mol
with Amazon to support tribal entreprensurs, The
Telangana government recently announced Dalit
Bandhu scheme for empowering Dalit families
and enabling entrepreneurship among them
through a direct benefit transfer of Rs 10 lakh per
family. The povernment will provide reservations
for Dalits in issuing licenses for small trading
operations/shops, medical shops, fertiliser shops,
rice mills; etc. Tribal communities are also rich In
unigue culsine, jewellery, handicrafts, traditional
prodicts, medicinal herbs and so on, However,
they face severe marketing constraints: and to
expand their marketing outreach, scheme such as
Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional
Industries [SFRUTI) need to be leveraged. The
tribal entrepreneurs from remote areas must also
be encouraged and supported to participate in
trade fairs and exhibitions.

Towards Formulating a Holistic Strategy

Social group identity does play an Important
rale in providing the access to livelihood and
entrepreneurlal avenues It & apparent that the
proportion of enterprises owned and managed
by 5Ts is [ow a5 compared to other social groups
and dispropartionally low as compared to thelr
share in total population, These entreprengurs
also operate mostly In labour-intensive, low
remunerative activities which are not sustainable,
The need of the howr & to formulate a cohesive
strategy to promote tribal entrepreneurship.
Towards this goal, the first step is 1o undertake o
mapping or profiling exercise (of skills, capabilities
and experience, potential for entrepreneurship)
of 5Ts. communities, It is aléo necessary to
ensure coherence aof tribal entrepreneurship
approach with the broader entrepreneurship
approach. All local stakeholders (e.g private
sector, panchayats, line departments, community
centres, Incubators and accelerators) that could
support entrepreneurship must be identified and
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work |n close parinership. Accreditation and
certification of existing skills through Recognition
of Prior Learning must be leveraged. Customised
fraining modules, curricula gnd cantent may be
designed, keeping in mind the specific needs of
the target groups and contexts, Entreprenaurship
opportunities must be supplemented by sacial
welfarg schemes, Various [nsurance instruments
and social safety nets most be developed to
mitigate the immediate Impacts of COVID-19
pandemic, The Dalit indian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry [DICC]) must piay a proactive roke
in providing necessary support and guidance to
both existing and aspiring tribal entrepreneurs,
Appressive sensitisation of Government schemips
and pregremmes and capacitating tribal
communities 1o get benefitted from these will
alsn be crucial. Tribal communities need extra
guidance In terms of counseliing, mentoring and
hand halding to start 8 new bBusiness petivity
or expand the edisting ones. The regulatory
barriers that may hinder tribal entrepreneurship
miust be reviewed and simplifiec. & robust data
driven ecosysiem is called for to improve the
participation by marginalised social groups like
5Ts in businass and entrepreneurial avenues
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MGNREGA: Transforming Rural Livelihoods

Tasneem 0 Khan

Matatnin Bandhl Netiond! Ritol Employment Guorontee St ar MENREGA was introdeced by Gevernmant of fndig in 2005 tn target
ol poeariy thivugh the works (hol oie uadorioken, and thus gosiering sesioioohbe devalogmons Ted ofl, MGRREGH is iha
Inrg#st work guorontee progromme in tha worls with thie primary abjection of guareniesimg (00 doys of woge amploymant per
yeul lo rurel heusehalds The progromme emphasises an drengthening the prowess of decentraliration by giving & signiheant
raln 1a Panchayot Ry [nstitutiaas (PRIs) i plenming ond implomsnting these warks. MGNREGA Scheme iy perhops ane of tive mosf
pogubnr schemaes omeong villogers aver the years. At present, i Is implemenfodd in F13 destricts ol ovar Indie with T%.68 crere

15

wit ks ovnm 15 38 coare (el conls

he social |

Inclusion  of

every strata 9

of  society,

more sa of ' -
those who are vuilnerable § ¢
and disadvantapged, |
through social innovation
is called, and rightly so,
Social Transtormation,
in India, majority of the
population Hves |n rural
arens. As per the 2011
census, rurail population
in India 1= 8331 millign
which s 63,84 percent
of the total population
af Iadia. Hepee, It s
pertinent that the mad
1o social transfarmation in India goes through our
rural areas

The concept of socal transformation gainecd
significance in social sciences post Warld ‘War
il. The meaning of this concept is “changing
form or appearance or character or alter out of
recognition”, Social transformation thus Indicates
changs in the form of society

Indias wast rural areas witness irregular
livelihood activities due o seasonal fluctuations
in agriculture and allied activities, Such irregular
fluctuations lead Lo periodic withdrawal of labaur
force who end up shifting back and forth between
domestic and gainful work, Many workeirs migrate
to various parts of the country In search of work
mastly irregular. One must consider that lack of
alternate llvelihoods and =kill development are
two major causes of migration from rural areas

For long, India struggied to tackle this prablem
and thus borne the concept of the Mahatma
Gandhi Mational Employment Guarantes ALt of
MGNEEGA

Eurukshers @ Oclober 7021

Indian

the then
government proposed 3 pllot schemé Lo generale

But before it, in 1991,
employment in rural area: with the aim to
generate employment for the agricultural labour
during the lean season, add to the infrastructure
development and fo enhance food security
This schema then was éalled the Employomsnt
Agsyrance Schame which later evolved into the
MGNREGA after its merger with the Food for
Work Programme n the sarly 2000s,

MGNREGA was officially launched on 2¢
February, 2006, under the Mahatma Gandh
MNatlanal Rural Employment Guarantes Act, which
was passed on 237 August, 2005, As of 11° 1o
February, 2021, a total of 708 districts have been
covered under this scheme. The benefliciaries
of this schems are: Wage seekers, Gram Sabha
(5], threestier Panchayatl Ra) Institutions
[PRIs), Programme Officer at the Block level,
District Programme Coordinator [DPC), State
Government, Ministry of Rural Development

(MoRDY, Civil Society and other stakeholders (|In

&)
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ling departments, convergence departments, Saif-
Help Groups (5HGs),

Under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA; durlng FY
2020-11, a total of 389 crore person-days have
been generated, which |s 47 percent more than
the employment generated during the FY 2019-20.
During FY 2020-21, a total of 1.88 crore new job
card, have been Issued and a total of ¥.55 crore
households have been provided employment
which 15 38 percent morg than the previous
financial year. During 2021-23, [as on 03.08.2021)
a total of 54.8 lakh job card have been issued
and 489 crore households have been provided
employment. During the FY 2020-21, an amaount
of 1,11,170.86 croré has Bean released and during
the current FY 2021-22 (as on O2.08.:2021), an
amaunt of As. 46,152 .82 crore has been released
under the scheme.

Recent data available on the MREGA portal
shows that at least 6.5 lakh households have
already completed 100 days of employment under
the Mahatma Gandhl National Rural Employment
Act IMGMNREGA) in five months of the current
financial year. And out of 5.73 crore households
that have availed work under the rural job
guarantee scheme from April 17 to September 4™
to this year, &5 lakh have completed 100 days
of employment, The data alse shows that about
19.58 lakh households have completed between
71 and 80 days of work. In the 1ast financial year,
C.4Y% crore households Had availed of the schemea
and 40.64 lakh households completed 100 days
of work. In the last six years, the number of
households completing 100 days of employment
under the scheme has been in the range of 24-52
lakh but it is expected to reach 2 new high during
the current financial year. The overall number of
households that availed work under MGNREGA
has already surged to an all-time high of 5.73
crore in just five manths of the current financial
year,

MGNREGA Mandate

Az per the MGNREGA mandate, at least &0
percent of the allocated amount must be spent
on wages to unskilled labours and the remaining
40 percent for semi-skiiled/skiiled labour and
material. The schemae is implemented through the
Gram Panchayats.

o)

Section 17 of the MGMNREGA has mandated
Social audit of all Works executed under the
MGNREGA. Social audits focus an the performance
of a programme- in fulfilling It intended social
pbjectives and ethical vision through consultation
with & range of stakeholders including social
programme beneficiaries, community members,
government officials and verifying the information
pbtained with documents and physical evidence,
Thus, social audits examine and assess the social
impact of specific programmes and policles.

Salient Features of MGNREGA

v Gives [egal gusrantee of wage employmeant to
the adult members of rural households who are
willing to do unskilled manual labour subject
to a maximum of 100 days per househald

»  Applicable for all villages in the District

o Bvery rural househoid has the right 1o register
ursder MGNHEGA

# lobcards issued to every household registerad
under MENREGA

# Job cards lssued within 15 days from the
date of receipt of application for the job card
registrabion

« The registered job card holders can seek
gmployment by giving a group / individuzsl
application

# A minimom of 10 job seekers shall apply to
sanction a new work under MGNREGA

# Employment provided by sanctioning one of
the works under "Shelf of Waorks" as fdentified
and prioritised by the village community
within 15 days from the date of recelpt of
applications for providing employment under
MGMNREGA

#  The village community has the right to choose
works under B permissible categories of
works

«  "Snelf of works” will be identified by the village
community for 5 years which can be taken up
in their villages as per. the job demand and
entitled person days

«  The woarks propased by the village community
cannot be altered by anyone unless they
are nat in confarmity with the guidelines of
MGNREGA
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The wark shall be provided within 5 kilometers
jurisdiction from the village

if the work provided is beyond 5 kilometers,
the job seekers shall be given 10 percent of
the minimum wages as additional amaunt

State Gowvermment to. pay 75 percent of
minimum wage for the 1" 30 days as
compensatory dally unemployment allowance
on failure to provide employment for the
tamilies demanding the works under MGNREG
Act, and ¥eof wege for remaining period of the
yaar

Equal payrment for men and women
Wages to be paid within a fortnight
1/3 Beneficiaries should be women

Work site facllites such as creche, drinking
water and shade have to be provided

BO:40 wage and material ratio has to be
maintained for all works undertaben under
MNREGH

Mo contractors-and machinery allowed

Grievance redressal mechanism to be set up
for ensuring a responsive implementation
process

Social Audit 5 & must for all the works
implemented under NREGA.

Provisions of RTI Act shall be applicable in
Letter and Sgirit 1o ensure transparency and
accountabllity

The office of the Ombudsman is vested

with the following powers in order to redress
grievances under MGNREGA:

Karukiheirs Il Ociobas 20210

Receive complaints from NREGA workers and
facilitate their dizposal In eccordance with
faw

Requlre the NEEGA Authority complained
against to provide any Information or issue
directan for conducting spot investigation
Lodge FIRs against the erring parties

Initiate proceedings sio motu in the event of
any circumstance arising jurisdigtion that may
CESE any grievance

Engage eéxperts for facilitating the disposal of
the complaing
Direct redressal,
actions

disciplinary and punltive

Current Implementation of MGNREGA

seenmajorchangesunderthepresentGovernment.

Use

Report his findings to the Chief Secretary of
the S5tate and the Secretary, 51ate

Nodal Department for appropriate legal action
against erfing persons

tmplementation of MGNREGA Scheme has

aof ICT toofs; space technolfogy, focus on

improving livelihood resource base of peopls,
provision of diversified livelihood opporunities
through convergent programme implementation

et

are some of the major features of changes

brought in programme management under the
present povernment. High budget allocation fo
et the objectives of the Act and strengthening

of

Measures

monitoring  system  have been  ensured.
like electronic fund management

systemn (eFMS|, Aadhaar seeding, Geo tagging
of assets and strengthening of Social Audit
System are some steps tawards bringing In more
transparency and accountability in the programme
implementation, Emphasis on proper work flie
maintanance, setting up of Citizen Information
Boards as part of lanta Information Systems are
some of the other measures.'

To ensure that MGNREGA workess receive

their wages on time, Natlonal Electronle Fund
Management System {MeFM5 | has been putin place.
Almost 96 percent of wages are being paid directly
to the beneficiaries” bank accounts. Additionaily,
intense monitoring and fxing accountzbility for
delays In payments has shown significant results.
Around B85 percent of the wages are being paid 1o
the workers In time. Strengthening the [lvelihoed
resource base of the poor [+ one of the main
chjectives of MGMNREGS, Apart from meeting the
demand for wage employment on the ground,
the government |5 laying stress on strepgthening

the
th

livelihood resource base of the poor and
vilnerable, According to a Minlstry of Rural

Development’s press release” of 30" July 2021, "A
total of 3,91,112 houséholds have compieted 100
days of work under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (Mahatma Gandhi
NREGA] in the months of April- Jume, 2021,

and
and

These completed works have been geo tagged
made avajlable jn public domain improving
enhancing transparency 0 progrRMMmMEe

management. More than 2 Crore assets have been

@
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geo tagged so far. Now, the Ministey has made
It mandatory to geo tag three stages of an asset
creation.

In order to ophimise public investments,
adeguate focus s also-being laid on convergence
of MGNREGS with other schemes, A good example
of convergence is houses being constructed under
Fradhan Mantri Awas Yolana-Gramin [PMAY-G),

PMAY-G I ane of the Tlagship programmes
of the Governmeént of India which s driven by
the noble abjective of providing "Housing for All"
by the year 2022, It is & social welfare program
through which the Government provides financial
assistance to houseless beneficlaries (dentified
using SECC 2011 data to help them construct a
house of respectable quality for their personal
living. The 5chema envisaged constructing 2.95
crore PMAY-G houses with all basic amenities by
theyear 2021-22. The scheme envisioned providing
other facilities 1o make It an aspirational home
for the beneficiaries through convergence with
othar schemes like Swachh Bharat Mission, PM
Ujjwala Yojana for providing LPG connection and
unskilled wage component of 90-95 days under
MGNREGS. Significant progress has been made in
this direction since the launch of the scheme by
the Prime Minister in November 2016,

Indepandent Social Audit Units have been set
up in 24 States and 3100 State Resowrce Persons
have been trained to canduct social audit as per
auditing standardz, Large scale training: of Self-
Help Group women as Village Resource Persons
for sacial audit |s baing undertaken,

All inltigtives under MGMREGS have been
taken in consultation with the States and UTs.

fp
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{English).

The government s committed to make the
implementation of the program as effective as
possible so that the objectives of the Act can be
met.

Multiple @sssets (o 8 household  for
augmentation of livelihood potential s 2 major
thrust under MGMREGS, Besides this, skilling the
MGMNREGS workers through Barefoot Techniclan
program is another Initlative, 50 Tar, 5380 Bare
Foot Technicians {BFT] have been trained so far
in 19 States to provide technical support at field
level.

Alsa, the Ministry had set up a Commitice
under the Chairmanship of Additional Secretary
with representatives of relevant Central Ministries
and five State Governments to examine tha iswue
of Alignmant of MGNEEGA Wages with Minimum
Agricultural Wages, The MGNREGA Wagss were
notified under Section 6.1 af the MGNBREGA Act,

Cwer all, this scheme government has seen
great changes which have braught rellef to strained
rural population of India. Although there are stiil
some minor challenges but the govermment |5
committed to overcome them in time bound
manner.
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Awards for Excellence in

Book Production, 2021 to DPD

The Publications Division was conferred recently the
prestigious 'FIP Awards for Excellence in Book Production
2021' in various categories, On behalt of DPD, Additional
Director General, Ms. Shubha Gupta received the awards.
Kurukshetra journal was also conferrad the award during
the event in the category Journals and House Magazines
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Empowering Senior Citizens

Tripti Nath
(rvar the yenrs, contient increose m [ife expectancy due te improvement in the heatrheore fociliies hes contrabured fo inarease
prapariion of papulnfion of sunlet clhizens. Thn aumbor of eldarly parsans ingreased bam 198 crors m 1950 1a 7.6 crore [m 2000
A dooads loter, the Y011 cendmy raporiud thal thy popelalion ol samisr otizens m ledig hod moeesed o 1030 rroge, ansdituling
B.b percent of fhe fotal papulation
ndia’s zenior citizens will soon be

able to register their grievances on a

toll free national helpline and regain

financial [ndependence. by exploring
waork opportunites on Innovative BOWETTImEnt Fun
partals, The toll free halpline, ELDERLINE, reported
ta be working like a confidence building measare for
the slderly Im eight states, will now be estended to
20 maee States. |tis astimated that India presently
has 14 crore senlor citizens, ELDERLINE ks one of the
numerous innavative and elderly friendly inifiatives
of the Minstry of Social Justice and Empawermant,
MoSI&E. As the nodal ministry for matters relating
to the senior citizens {those who are 50 years or
abowe], the MoSIEE has taken many progressive
steps for thelr welfare

The ministry develops and Implements acts,
policies and programmes for senior citizens in
collaboration with State Gowvernments/ Unlon
Territory  administrations o ensuare: that senior
citizens |=ad a secwred, dignihed and productive
life. The alderly face many challenges related to
financial security, healthcare and nutritian, sheltar,
protection of life and property and lssues such
as loneliness, abuse and neglect. The Ministry of
Rural Development, Minjstry of Health and Family
Welfare and Ministry of Finance are also running
schemes to ensure thal the elderly are able to
lead secure, dignified and productive lives, & new
national policy for senlor citizens 15 belng worked
dpon and will Incorporate issues such as financial
and food security, healthcare and nutrition, safety
and security, housing and welfare. The MoSI&E
confirmad that the new policy will replace the
existing National Policy on Older Persons [NPOP)
announced in 1599 to reaffirm the commitment
to ensure the well-being of the Older Persons
The Policy envisaged State support to ensure
financial and food security, healthcare, shelter
and ather needs of older perdons, sguitable share
in development, protection against abuse and
exploltation, and availabitity of services to Improve
the guality of thelr lives

Kundkshetta I Oclioher 2021

Over the vears; constant increase In life
expectancy due to improvement in the healthcare
facilithes has contributed to Increass in proportion
of population of senior citizens. The mumber of
elderly persons Increased frem 1,98 crore in 1951
to 7.6 crore in 2001, A dacade fater, the 2011
censud reported that the population of serior
citizens in India had increased to 10.38 crore,
constituting 8.6 percent of the total population. The
population of senlor citizens In India Is projected
to increase to 2274 crores in 2036, according
to the May 2006 Report of the "Technical Group
on Population Projections for India and S5tates
12011-2036) published by the Registrar Gensral
of India, More than 70 percent af the population
of senior citizens is in rural areas of India. The
total population of India Is projected o Increase
fraom 121.10 crore in 2011 to 15220 crore in
2036, Therefore, the percentage of senior cltizens
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against total population is expected to increase to
14.9 percent, Demographic projections refated to
the sfderly cafl for urgent action and out of the
bax thinking by policy makers, With aroupd slx
takh people over the age of 100, India s expected
to have the highest number of centenarians by
2050,

Shri R. Subrahmanyam, Secratary, Ministry
af Social Justice and Empowerment is hopeful
that ELDERLINE will address the neglect faced by
senior citizens doring the COVID-19 pandemic.
“ELDERLIME is meant to address such issues,'” the
Secretany sald, He explained that Elderline is a tofl-
free short code 14567 launched for registration
pnd redressal af grievances and monitoring the
performance of States and UTs. The National
Institute of Sockal Defence (NISD), an autonomoEs
fnstitute under this Ministry, [5 the Implemeanting
Apency of this helpline. As on date, the ELDERLINE
works |n Delki, Karpataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Tamil Madu, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhaed. It can be reached from B a.m
to 8 p,m. throughout the week. The remaining
States/UTs are In the process of operationalising
the ELOERLINE.

Every year on the International Day of Dider
Persons on October 1, the MoSIEE organises
health camps, Inter-generational walksthons across
the country with active participation of senior
citizens, youth and celebrities. To mark this day, the
Vaposhrestha Samman is conferred as a pational
award on eminent senlor citizens and Institutions
under various categories for their contribution.
Reciplents for the award are drawn from diverse
fields. OF the total elderdy population of 10.38
crore according to the 2011 Censws, it was found
that a sizeable percentage (5.2 percent) of senior
citizens were suffering from some sart of disabilites
related 1o old age. The schemes currently betng
imptemented for the welfare of senior citizens
include the Atal Vavo Abhyuday Yojana [AVYAY)
formerly known as Maticnz! Acton Plan for Senior
Citizens (NAPSFC) and the Rashtriva Vayoshri Yojana
[RVY], The mission of AVYAY is to create a society
in which senior citizens live a healthy, happy,
empowered, dignified and self-reliant life along
with strong social and inter-generational bonding,

The MAPSrC, has two components-the
Integrated Programme far senlor citizans {IP5rC}and
the State Action Plan for Senior Citizens |SAPSrC),
Thie IPSrC entails setting up homes to improve the
guality of lives of senlor citizens, especially indigent
senlor citizens by providing basie amenities like

G

shelter, food, medical care and entertainment
opportunities and by encoursging productive and
active ageing. Under the SAPSrC, each Stale/Union
Territory 15 especied to frame thelr own State
Action Plans for the welfare of their senior citizens
Under the Scheme of ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana
[RVY) pivyskcal aids and assisted living devices. are
prowided 1o sanior citizens belonghng to BPL | Balow
Poverty. Line) category, free of cost, to restore near
normalcy In thelr bodily functions. The RYY Wwas
faunched on April 1, 2017, after the povernmant
proposed i the 2015-16 Budget speech a Centre
sector schame to provide phyzical alds and assisted
living devices for the senior citizens suffering from
age related disabilifes/infirmitles, who beleng to
BPL category and for persons whose monthly family
incame is not more than Rs. 15,000,

One of the most talked about legislations 1o
empower the elderly has been the Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens
(MWPSC) Act, 2007 which was enacted on
December 29, 2007, Although India do=sz not
yel observe the World Elderly Abuse Awareness
Day, the amendrment of the MWPSC Act is before
Parliament. The Al provides provisions for
maintenance for parents and senior citizens by
children or relatives as obligatory and |usticiable
measure through a Tribunal comstituted for the
purpose, It also provides revocation of conditional
transfer of property by senior citizens in case of
non-maintenance and envisages punishment far
intantional abandonment of senior citizens by
children or relatives,

The Ministry of Rural Development runs thi
Mational Social Assistance Programma (NSAFP) that
extends social assistance for poor households for
the aged, women who have lost thelr husbands,
‘Divyangs’ and In cases of death of the primary
breadwinner. This scheme provides financial
asststance to personsof age 60 years and above and
belonging to families living below poverty line, A
monthly central assistance of Rs 200 i+ provided to
persen in the age group of 60-79 years-and As. 500
per month to persons of age BO years and abave.
The Annapurna schemes started by the Ministry
of Rural Development In 2000 covers indigent
senior citizens not able to get pension under the
Indira Gandhi Mational Old Age Penpsion Scheme
{IGNDAPS), pet 10 kg of food graing per person per
month free of cost under the scheme. Department
of Food and Public Distribution also implements
Antvodava Anna Yoiana [AAY), under which rice
and wheat at a highly subsidised cost, s extended
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to households, headed by widows/terminally ill/
disabled personsfsenior citizens, with no assured
means of maintenance or societal support.

On April L thisyear, the Department of Social
lustice and Empowerment launched e schemes
under the umbrella Scheme- Alal Vayo Abhyuday
Yolana (AVYAY). The new schemes launched under
this umbraila schema are the Poshan Abkivan for
Elderly, Livelihood and Skilling Initiatives for senior
citizens, Promating silver economy, channelising
CS5R funds for Elderdy care and Awareness
Generstion and Capacity Bullding for welfare of
semor citizens.

The scheme on Poshan Abhiyan addresses
the nutritiona| deficigncies in senior citizens,
especially indigent elderly, It aims to provide one
nutritious, hot and cooked meal during the day
{mid-day), thiough Gram Panchayats and Urban
Municipalities. For the year 2021-22, an amount of
Rs. 39,60 crore has been allocated for the Schemes,
from the Senior Citizens Welfare Fund. OF the
five schemes, the scheme on Poshan Abhlvan for
Eldarly has the maximum outlay for five financial
yeare {2021-22 to 2025-26) followed by outlay of
Rs. 637 crore far the scheme on Livellhood and
Skilling . for Senior Citrens. Accarding to fgures
provided by the Ministry of Social Juskice, the
scheme on Nabonal Helpline, Aviareness, Training,
Research and Capacity Bullding, has a total éutlay
of Rs 429,56 crore for the same period.

The - scheme on Livelinood and Skilling
Initiatives for senior cltizens include the Senlar Ahle
Citizens for Re-Employmeznt in Dignity [SACRED)
Portal. The formulation of this scheme stemmed
from the realisation by policy makers that many
senfor citizens have experience, time and encrgy
and this can be used by the business enterprises
looking for stable employees with experience. The
partzl facilitates identification of such persons
through wirtuzl matching of preferences. For the
yvear 2021-22, an amount.of Rs. 12 crare has been
aglliocated for this from the Senlor Citizens ‘Welfare
Fund. The Skilling Inltiatives scheme also includes
Action Groups Aimed at Social Reconstruction
{AGRASR Groups). Through these Elderly Self Haip
groups, senior Citizens are encouraged to form 5elf-
Help Groups [SHGS), which provide them a platform
1 share their dme constructively with one other. Te
attain Anancial assistance under the Schame, SHGs
will function as ‘Action Groups Aimed at Social
Reconstruction (AGRASR Groups]”. Assistance under
thiz scheme fo any SHG will be independent af
assistance under any other scheme of the Ministry
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and a SHG can chopse to #vall assistance under any
phe or more Schemels]. For the vear 2021-22, an
amount of A5, 25 erore has been allocated from the
Senior Citizens Welfare Fund.

The scheme on promoting sitver economy Is
to - encourage antreprensurs develop innovative
solutionsto meet problems of eiderly, It proposes to
provide financial assistance for the start-ups which
come with innovative products, process or Services
for the welfare of the slderly. The government
hopes to achieve the objective by providing upto
Rs. one crore as financial assistance through equity
participation, throwgh an open Inwvitaton on a
portal named Senicrcare Ageing Growth Engine
(SAGE). Far the yesr 1021-22, an amount of Rs.
20 crore has been allocated for the scheme, frem
the senior cititens Welfare Fund constituted by the
Rovernment in 2006 to provide funds for initiatives
taken for the welfare of senlor citizens

Another scheme on Awareness Generation
and Capacity Building for welfare of senior citizens
Includes components such as the national heipline
far senior citizens, research, awareness generation,
sensitisation, emotional empowerment ¢tc, for the
welfare of senior citizens, and spreading awareness
and sensitising the youth and other sections of the
society towards issues related 1o the elderly, For
thee year 2021-22, an amount of Bs. 6547 crore has
been alocated for the Scheme, Tfrom the Senior
Citizens Welfare Fund,

The Minlstry  of Social  Justice  and
Empowerment confirmed that a decision to
fund the AVY scheme alongwith others from the
Senlor Citizens Welfare Fund, was taken at an
Inter-Ministerial meeting held in February this
year. According to figures provided by sources in
the MoSI&E, the total outlay for this scheme for
the Financial Year 2021-22 |5 Rs 64.69 crore. This
scheme will be implemented with cent percent
funding fram the centre. For the next four financial
years, the total outlay for this scheme is Rs 78.98
crore (FY 202223}, Rs BB.S0 crore (FY 2023-24),
Rs 97.90 crore (2024-25), Rs 115.09 crore [F025-
26}, The total outlay for five financial years stands
at Hs. 443,05 crore,

It is egually heartening to note that the total
outlay far the scheme on Liveliheod and Skilling for
Soenjor Citirens & Bs 39.70 crare for the financial
wear 2021-22 There is 2 substantial increase In
outlay for thizs scheme (Rs 67.00 crofe) for the FY
2022-23, Rs 122.00 crore for the next financial
vitar, Bs 177,00 crore for FY 2024-25 and Rs 232.00
crore for FY 2025-26. The total outlay [Rs 837
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crare} of this scheme reflects the government’s
earnestness to empower senior citizens by laying
emphasis on livelihood and skilling. This i5a new
inltiative which will be funded by the Senior
Citizens Weifare Fund [SCWFL It will comprise
Elderty Self-Help Groups namely "Action Groups
Aimed &t Social Reconstruction (AGRASR] and
senlor Able Clitizens for Re-Employment in Dignity
(SACRED) portal. Other new inltiatlves are the
Foshan Abhlyan, Senior &Aging Growth Engine
(SAGE], Awareness and Capacity Bullding and
Research on issues of elderly.

Policy makers who have conceptualised
SACRED recognise that senior clitizens are 4 valuable
resourca for the country and hope that the portal
will prowide them egual opportunities, protact their
rights and enable their full participation in soclety.
The scheme on promoting sihver economy has an
cutlay of Rs. 390 crore for five financial years and
the scheme on Chamnelisation of CSR [Corporate
Sacial Responsibility) funds for eldery care has a
total outlay of Rs 100 crore. Sources in MoSI&E said
that the Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC) has
already considered and recommended the National
Action Plan for Senlor Citizens [IPSrCand SAPSPC) in
its meeting held in March 2021,

Thie Ministry of Health and Family Weifare
{HFW) has been implementing National Programme
for Health Care of the Elderly (NPHCE) from the
Financlal Year 21010-11 1o provide dedicated
healthcare services to the elderly people at
variows flevels of state healthcare dellvery system
Geovernment has also launched Ayushman Bharat-
PMIAY during 2018-19 to cover over 10 crore
poor and vulnerable families [approw. 50 crore
beneficlaries) providing coverage upto Rs. 5 lakh
par family per year for secondary and tertary
hospitalisadon, The Heakth Ministry committed
at the launch last year of the Decade of Healthy
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Agelng (3020-2030), many activities throughout
the year to bring issues related to elderly into the
mainsiream,

The Ministry of Finance runs the Varishtha
Pension Bima Yojana [WPBY], a secial security
scheme for senlor citizens intended to give income
security as well as a guaranteed rate of return on
the subscription amount, The Pradhan Manirl
Vaya Vandana Yolana (PMYVY] was launched in
May 2017 to provide social security during old
age. This is 3 simplified version of the VPBY and
Is implemented by the Life Insurance Corporation
(LIC) of Indin.

The MoSI&E promates Inter-generstional
bonding through 5 autonomous body, the
Matonal insHtute of Social Defense [NISD) by
hiolding inter- generational bonding through Metas
{fairs), sensitisation programmes and awareness
woarkshops In schools and colléges. Mr. Himanshu
Rath, Founder of Agewell Foundation, a 22 year old
voluntary organisation whoisclosely associated with
Ministry of Soccial Justice and Empowerment, NITI
Aavog and Mattonal Human Research Commission,
says, “India is the pnly place in the world where
the elderly have been getting reverence from
fime immemorial, In day- to- day expressions, the
Hindi language celebrates ofd age. Longevity is an
exprassion of our culture. In 1947, when India got
Independence, the longevity was anly 38 years and
now it s 69 years for men and 73 years for women
respectively, India is home to 140 million elderly
people according to projections based on 2011
Census and there are 17,000 persons who turn 60
every doy. The biggest empowerment thal senior
citizens need is emotional empowerment.

(The outhor fs Delhi based senior journalist.
Emall: tripnath@outiook.com. Views expressed are
gersonal]

Category Award Posithon
Genetal and Trade Book (Hindi] Sevond
Art and Caffes Table Boak (Engliah) Second
At and Coffee Telve Boik Firug
(Regional Languages) |Bengall)
Children Books [General Interest) Third
{0-10 Yearsh iHindi|
Children Books [General interest) First
(Reglomal Languages| [Gujaratl)
Aetorence Baoks {English) third
lgurnals and House Magaiines [English) Thitd
lgurnals and House Magazines Firsd

fojang (larmiary 20321)

{Heglonal Languages| (Puniabi)
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Governance and Public Service Delivery

Devika Chawla
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wEnl vyedr | gitig suins of teral povernanda ol tha torefront af podity @lacoutye ani ekl b Ingia

ural India has long been

considered the spine

af  India’™s econamy

Apriculture s not only
one of the largest contributing |
sectors fto the economy but also
gnsures food security ina constantly |
growing and developing country
Beyond food and scopomics lies
anocther major (although under-
studied] dimension of sustainability
and environmental conservation,
ot which the agri-economy 15 ths
primary stakehoider Effective
and etficient governance iz a key
ingredient |n ensuring all-round development of
fural areas at par with the urban ones and thus,
analysing the performance on thiz front = crucial
{0 gEtting an Accurate plocture of rural India’s socio-
economic jourmey. A5 a rasalt, the nead for an all
wmelusive aid fudtamahle development far rural
areas has been felt much more strongly In the
recent years, bringing issues of rural governance
at the forefront of policy discourse and primacy
in [ndia

[his year the nation ls marking 75 years of its
independence with the '‘Azadl Ka &mrut Mahotsaw'
campaign under which several celebrations and
developmental Initiatives are being undertaken for
T3 weeks ending 15" August Z023. In this context,
this plece unpacks the transformation of rural India
over seven decades by specificaily examining tha
governance and service delivery frameworks to
trace the progress made so far, the challenges that
lfe ahead and the impact of inclusive development
im rural india for the larger Indian economy In the
COMINE y&ears

Rural India Owver the Years

To comprehensively  wunderstand the rural
Indla of today, we must go back in fime to owr

& rukshetie @ Octicher 2021

independence period and see how far the pation

has come In the past 74 years. Al the tdme of
indepandence, the newly formed nation inherited
an impoverished population, a famine and drought
prone gecgraphy and a ravaged economy, Howsiar,
the miracle of the “Green Revolution’ and later
the ‘Operation Flood” In milk helped the economy
leapfrog from being food grain and milk daficiernt
to currently beingamong the largest producers and
exporters of agri and dairy produce gtobally, Mot for
nothing are these initiatives likened as the "199]
moment for Indian agriculture,” thus, highlighting
the large-scale effect they had and continue 1o have
on India’s agriculture sector in terms of making agri
economy a sustainable and profitable livelihood Tor
milllions of rural Indians.

However, rapid urbanisation in the |ast
few decades due to increasing industrialization
and mobility, have contributed n diminishing
dependence an  agriculture and by extenslon,
its roral areas. This was partcularly trug of rural
governance and ease of living machanisms, which
have seen neglect, complacency and a lack of
awareness and enthusiasm eventually leading to
mass migrations of workers-and lsbourers from
Indian villages to its cities. While we all know and
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have seen this picture all too wel, in the recent
years, this trend has changed and is even showing
early signs of reversal

Inspired by Indla™ success skory In milk and
grain production, similar approaches are being
planned and undertaken in the fishieries sector
far instance, erwisioning to make Indiz a “Blue
Economy’ In the next few years. Such endeavours
are almed at diversifying the agri-basket of our
rural economy while also promoting village and
local entreprensurship.

Other noteworthy and impactful mechanisms
intlude Self-Halp Groups [SHGs), Farmer Producer
Organlsptions [FPOs] and other community-based
choperative mechanisms that not only leverage
the collective power of community to address an
issue at hand but also-act as shining examples of
micra-entrepreneurship at the lowest level. In the
21" century, India’s rural economy has witnessed
a major mushrmooming of such micre and naro-
level Institutions across & range of sectors Including
banking, business, dgriculture, textiles and more
recently, education,

Governance and Service Delivery Initiatives
and Reforms

Several  continuous medsures, programs
and initiatives almed at bridging the rural-urban
divide have been implemented across multiple
levels, with rénewed vigour in the Tast seven years.
Beginning with the Implementation of the Direct
Banefit Transfer (DET) to tronsfer monatary banefits
dirgctly into the accounts of beneficlaries (mostly
rural residents) to opening over 400 million bark
accounts: of the unbanked, mostly rurzl peaople;
under the lan Dhan Yojana and fater combining
their synergies under the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Maohile
{1&M Trinity) to ensure seamless delivery of public
services, rurdl India has been undergoing a silent
revolution.

Another notable initative has baen the sething
up of Comman Senice Centres (C5Cs] undar the
Digital India Mission, acress rural India, to deliver
essEntial public servioes to rursl folk in one place.
Thase centres act as access points-for delivering
essential public services relating to health, social
securlty, agriculture, ubllities, education, finance
and grassroot entrepreneurship.’ Currently, over
4,12,000 C3Cs are operational In our rural areas.”

C)

This imitiative waorks in tandem with the 'Smart
Village' Inidative through which over 1 lakh villages
have been digitised and connected with Wi-F,
pptical fibre nétwork and a host of other digital
services.’ To make the best use of entrepreneuwrship,
technology and better governance, these C5Cs are
operated by skilled, respectzd and driven members
frorrreach village called Village Level Entrepreneurs
IVLEs), presently Aumbered at 3.74 lakh pan-
India.*

Through the introduction and implementation
of schemes like PM-KISAN and Public Distribution
system (PDS5) subsidies, money isdirectly transferred
intg the bdocounts of millions of farmers enabling
them to utilise this money for their benefit. This has
contributed o plugging leakages and corruption to
unintended/fake beneficiaries and saves millions of
rupees.of public funds from going into wrong hands.
Recent estimates peg cumulative DBT savings of
over INR Rs: 1.7 lakh crore to the state exchequer
since 2014.°

The role of Khadi both as a rural institution
and as a comman thread binding all of India, s
very Important yet very often ignored, A movement
against colonlalism Initiated by none other than
Mahatma Gandhi, Ehadi evolved o become the
backbone of India’s rural and village economies
by providing stable, vital sources of livelihood to
tradiftonal artizans end crafts people in villages.
The last -7 years have seen Khadl becoming 4 mass
miovement, turning from a loss-making enfity 16 a
highly profitable one, recording gross turnaver well
oyver Be. 5,000 crore last year despite the pandemic,”
Ehiadi 15 now & formidable brand an its own and
has caught the eye and attention of fashionistas,
both wrban and International, The Ehadl success
story is, In many ways, the story of the remarkable
change taking place across rural India as more and
more oppariunities open up in rural areas and
transparency becomes a normy. Yillage industries
are increasingly becoming lucrative carear options
Far rural and Urban youth of the cauntry,

While connectivity and governance might not
be directly related, they play an essential role in
agase of living for peaple, and also promote batter
gconomic prospecks. Better and bigher mobility has
been shown to bring about higher quality of Iife
standards, access to more opportunities leading to
more-economic achvity. Conseguently, both social
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and economic development take place an the back
of better connectivity. For the longest period of
time, rural Indiz was marred by poor/negligible
connectwity, which seversly restricted thelr access
to the economic boom taking place in the country's
urban geography.

This  fssue  gained centrality among
paolicymakers a few years ago as a consgguence of
which, enhancing rural connectivity through rozcs,
ports, ralls and airports is being carried out in
mission mode. Government flagship schemes such
as Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY],
Bharatmala Pariyojana, Sagarmala Pariyojana,
and Ude Desh Ka Aam Magrik {UDAN) all fecus on
multiplying connectivity and maobility among our
rural territories by different means of transport.
The numbers so far are heartening- ower 2.30 lakh
kitometres of rural roads have been sanctioned
under PM G5Y' while 57 previously unserved/
under-served alrports had been operationalised
as part of the UDAN schemes as of March 2021.°
Enhanced connectvity, Besidas boosting ecomomic
opportunities, also opens up avenues for social
and community development as well, It increases
urhan-rural engagements and reduces the divide
botwesn "Bhorgt’ and 'India” as rural and wrban
India are commaonly known, respectively,

Homelessness and abject poverty have been
two of the most significant charactenstics of rural
India for a long Ame, However, in the past seven
decades, we have made rapid strides towards
curbing both, and have achieved significant results
too, In terms of poverty rate, from being 2 nation of
70 percent poor pecple in 1347 1o having a poverty
rate around B percent at present, India's [ourmay
towards prosperity is tremendaus, to say the least®
Similarly, to address the issug of homelesiness,
a major chunk of which is in the rural areas, the
government launched the PM-Awas [Graming
Yajana aimed at providing 2.95 crore houses to
the eligible rural population in the country 20 as
to achieve the PM's abjective of “Housing far ALY
The scheme seecks to provide other facllides to
make It an aspirational home for the bensficiaries
through comvergence with “other schemes like
Swachh Bharat Mission, PM-Ujjwala Yajana for
providing LPG connechions and an unskilled wage
component of 390-85 days under the MGNREGS,™
Last year, under this scheme, 50 lakh houses were
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sanctioned, out af which, ower 34 [akh houses have
been completed.'* Cumulatively, a total of mom
than 1.36 crore PMAY(G) houses (ar 70 percent}
have already been completed as of April 2021."
A special feature that sets these howses apart s
the fact that these properties are registered in the
name of a family’ female member, thus, providing 2
major fillip to women's empowerment and financial
prizdence.

To help rural areas svold the trap of debt ang
property disputes that have for so lang hampered
land acquisition and monetisation for infrastructure
and development projects, the government last
yvear launched the Survey of Villages and Mapping
with Improvised Technology In Village Areas or
SVAMITVA, asa tool to carry out large-scale mapping
and surveys of rural properfies using advanced
drone and satellite technologies, and pave the way
for using a property as a financial asset by villagars
for availing loans and other Bnarcial benefits
The scheme is expected to cover about 6.62 lakh
villages across Indiz and create a formal mechanism
for demarcating properties by providing electronlc
property cards to respective owners ™ Bogides
catalysing monetisation and better use of land In
rural areas, this scheme will also free up oor courts
from mounds of property disputes, somé dating
back decades.

The uwse of technology for inculcating
formalisation in rural governance has similarly been
replicated in the newly launched a-SHEAM portal
of the Ministry of Labour, which seeks to onboard
millions of unorganised workers from across the
country on a single portal and help prepare a single
Mational Database of Unomganised Workers [NDUW|
In the country. This portal was much needed for
the majority of India’s workforce engaged in the
informal sector and based inrural and semi-urban
areas in rales such a5 street vendors, construction
labourers, domestic helps £tc. Bringing these
workers.on an online portal will also enable them
to fransparently access the numenous central and
state social security schemes for which they are
eligible. *

The jnitiatives, programs and schemes
mentioned above are multi-prenged In their
approach and wide in their reach. While they all
address. different, but interconnected issues 1o
make rural India more ecanomically attractive and
socially sustainable, they are bound by a common
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thread of leveraging existing and emerging
technologies to bring about transformative
changes at the lowest rungs of Indian society, This
primacy of technology for better and stronger
governance practices (5 both a hallmark for the
transformation of 21* century Indiaas well as being
a catalyst to Indias already-rapid development
trajactary. It ondarscores that economic and social
transformations do not happen exclusive to each
other, rather they both deeply impact-and are
impacted by each other- more g0 in the case of
eloselyv-knit communities such as those found all
across the contours of rural India, that |s "Bharat.

Conclusion

The journey of rural India since Independence
hat been nothing short of mirdculows. 1t has
transformed itself from being an agrarlan geography
targely unaffected by the benefits of India’s post-
1991 econamic marvel to one becoming increasingly
entrepreneurial, and connected with the rest of the
country thus, playing a preactive role in the larger
India growth story. But, the story neither begins
nar ends with economic transformation only;
rather, social and ecopomic transformations have
complemented each other in making rural India's
development truly all-inclusive.

The focus of this arficle, however, was the
governance paradigm in rural Indla and how
governance reforms have accelerated social and
economic chonge in-our rural areas, Government
initiatives and schemes such as DBT. JaM, PM
Awas Yojana (PRAY), C5Cs, PM-EISAN, SWAMITVA,
Avushman Bharat, PM-EVY, PM-GESY, UDAN and
PRALY, have been touched upon-and examined to
demonstrate that public service delivery in rural
areas has indeed become more targeted and
transparent on the back of effective governance
lpading to significant ease of living benefits far
rural residents and by extension, enabling them ta
be more engaging and actve contributors in the

Kurukshetra

broader indian growth paradigm that leaves no one
behind.
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